
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Gertrude 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Bessie Hawkins; Dom Adalbert Pappelau; Elizabeth Sampson; Brenda Andrews;  
Martin Baker; Philip Lewis; Ken Mills; George Lewis; Bessie Bennett; William Kennard; 
Robert Dundas; Marjorie Coleman; Mathilda Battiscombe; Leila Harris; Dora Southwort; 

Petronel Ferens; George Stuart;  Arabella Kelso; Dorothy Mellow; Octavius Hewings; 
Mildred Beard; Walter Herring-Mason; William Tolley; Kathleen Baker; Mani Le Forse; 

 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

13th November, 2016 Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Remembrance Day 

Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings (not 
Abbey) p.198 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 
 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Consultation on the Proposal to close 
our local hospital. 

From this week’s Mid Devon Advertiser: 
“Opponents of the closure of Ashburton 
and Buckfastleigh Hospital have again 
rammed home their arguments to keep the 
facility open.  They turned up in force to tell 
health chiefs that the hospital should not 
make way for a raft of alternative schemes 
to cater for local medical needs. The 
gathering at South Dartmoor Community 
College was arranged in response to a 
chorus of protestwhich erupted when a 
similar meeting at Ashburton Town Hall in 
September was over-subscribed with 
many failing to find a seat.  
A show of hands at the end of the 
Tuesday evening meeting confirmed 
unanimous opposition to the 
shutdown… 
It emerged that the initial £700,000 
valuation of the Ashburton hospital was 
nearer £425,000.  Ashburton Town Council 
vice-chairman and League of Friends 
spokesman Sarah Parker Khan…said of 
the consultation process: “We all feel this 
is a done deal and there are no other 
options.” 
Town and district councillor Charlie Dennis 
said afterwards: ‘The same old arguments 
were put up.  There has been no change 
from the CCG…The message from the 
public has always remained the same. 
They want their hospital to stay as it is.  It’s 
important that we keep it.’ 
There is still time (until November 23) to 
sign the ’38 Degrees’ petition at:   
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/sav
e-ashburton-buckfastleigh-community-
hospital   And fill in the questionnaire at: 
http://www.southdevonandtorbayccg.nhs.
uk/community-health-
services/Pages/default.aspx (click on 
‘feedback’ at the bottom of the page)   

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Walk of Witness 
Solidarity with Refugees 

CAFOD is organising a walk of 
witness on 19th November 

Walking from Plymouth City 
Centre Piazza, Armada Way, 
PL4 0AH, to the RC Cathedral.  
Led by Bishop Mark.  Begins 10 
a.m.   
KEVIN VICKERS OFFERS A 
LIFT FROM SOUTH BRENT. 
More info: 
 www.facebook.com/cafodplymouth  
Send a message of solidarity to 
refugees: 
www.cafod.org.uk/yearofmercy  

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £74.17 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £143.45 £53.08 

Second £42.79 £10.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £49.90 £27.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £30.00 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £22.25 £33.65 

  £40.87 
 

 
On Sunday we will pray for repose 
of the souls of those who have 
perished in armed conflict.   
There is a short service in the 
parish cemetery after the 1030 
Mass at the Abbey:  Gathering at 
the lych-gate, where a plaque 
remembering parishioners who 
gave their lives for their country is 
situated, we remember them and 
all who have died in war.  

 

Solemnity of Christ the King.   
Sunday 20th November The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for veneration in the Abbey from after the 1030 Mass until Vespers on this day.   Please join us for a holy hour from 3 to 4 p.m., spending time thanking Jesus for being with us and praying that all people will come to believe in Him. 

 

Silent adoration; hymns; 
readings; benediction 

 

Afterwards there will be a 
cream tea for all who have 

taken part.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  
 

A tourist was introduced to an Indian in New Mexico who was said to have 
a perfect memory.   
 

Sceptical, the tourist asked, ”What did you have for breakfast on 
September 10th 1943?”  The Indian answered, “Eggs.” 
 

The man scoffed, “Everyone eats eggs for breakfast.  He’s a phony.” 
 

Thirteen years later the tourist’s train stopped again in the small New 
Mexico town, and he saw the same Indian sitting on the train platform.  The 
tourist went up to him and said jovially, “How!” 
 

The Indian answered, “Scrambled.” 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Firstly, Miss Slack received a letter from the Regional Schools 
Commissioner, Rebecca Clark, (representing the Department for 
Education in the South West of England), congratulating the school on its 
recent SATs results.  
 

The letter says 
provisional Key Stage 2 results, which position St Mary

Catholic Primary School, Buckfast as one of our 

region . In a year when 
standards expected have been higher than ever, it is 
impressive to reflect upon the results that you have 

been able to achieve.  
 

Then we received an email from Council for the Protection of Rural 
England (Devon) saying that we have been awarded a “Highly 
Commended” Certificate for our entry in the “Most improved and innovative 
outdoor location” category in their “My Outdoors” competition. Two judges 
came in the summer to look at our outdoor area and were obviously 
impressed with the changes we have made to it. 

And finally, one of our children, Rowan, wrote a letter to 
Blue Peter about outdoor education and he received a 
Blue Peter badge for his efforts – a green one, no less, for 
items relating to the environment. 
So you can see these were nice things. A letter from 
someone important saying how well the school supports 

the children in their learning; well, our independent assessments had 
already suggested that to us, but it is nice to get the recognition. An award 
that acknowledges the extra effort that has been put in to improve our 
school grounds – a lovely thing to proudly put on display. But a Blue Peter 
badge! I’m afraid something happens to you when you are of a certain age 
and you see a Blue Peter badge. Hopefully it brings back great childhood 
memories, as it does for me, but it also still has the power to make you 
envious and consider cunning ways to get your hands on the badge for 
yourself. Fortunately, these feelings of envy soon passed and I was able 
to wholeheartedly congratulate Rowan on his achievement before setting 
off, slightly sulkily, to my office wondering if they let adults have them and 
how good I would have to be to get one…..  
 

Vacancy: Chief Operating Officer, 
Ashburton, Devon, £65k - £80k pa,  
Plymouth CAST, was set up by the Catholic 
Diocese of Plymouth to create a secure 
environment for its network for 36 schools 
across the South West.  We are seeking to 
appoint an effective Chief Operating Officer to 
work closely with our CEO. You will work 
strategically to ensure that resources are 
managed effectively, the organisation has 
appropriate arrangements for sound 
governance, the work of functional managers 
and project leaders is effectively coordinated, 
that projects are delivered on time and budget 
and all ecclesial and statutory responsibilities 
are met. 
Degree qualified with a relevant professional 
qualification or equivalent experience, you will 
have excellent interpersonal and 
communication skills, be a team builder with 
effective influencing and negotiating skills. As 
a proven project manager, you will also have 
extensive experience in overseeing key 
finance, IT, HR, estates, procurement, 
contracting, safeguarding and health and 
safety issues.   
For an application form please email 
admin@plymouthcast.org.uk   
Closes: 21st November 2016 / Interviews: 28th 
November 2016 
 

Help Needed. Each year HCPT Group 507 
Joint Services take veterans with 
disabilities to Lourdes to participate in the 
International Military Pilgrimage. 
Without  volunteers to help them these ex-
service personnel would not make 
the  Pilgrimage. If you would like to help or for 
further information please contact Richard 
01752 787697. Help Us to Help Them. 

 

 

Special Services around the Parish during 
Advent: 

Tuesday 29th 
November, 7:30 pm 

Service of Light 
Ashburton 

Thursday 1st 
December, 7:30 pm 

Service of Light 
South Brent 

Friday 2nd 
December, 7:30 pm 

Service of Light 
Buckfastleigh 

with the Abbey 
Voluntary Choir 

  
Tuesday 6th 
December, 2 pm 

Crib Blessing 
Ashburton 

Thursday 8th 
December, 2 pm 

Crib Blessing 
Buckfastleigh 

Friday 9th 
December, 2 pm 

Crib Blessing 
South Brent 

 

"MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS" on 
SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER, AT 4 PM - 
6 PM, at The Assumption of Our Lady, 
Abbey Road, Torquay, TQ2  
Performed by Eclipse choir, Enigma voices, 
The Brass Ensemble, and the Praise 
Group.  Refreshments and a raffle.  
Entrance is FREE, and there will be a 
collection for HCPT 179 Torbay Group, 
taking special children to Lourdes at Easter.  
HCPT 179 is also seeking male volunteers 
18:+ to join the group for the Easter 2017 
Pilgrimage.   Please contact 
hcpt179@hotmail.com  if interested. 
 

Advent Quiet Day: 
Christmas and its 
message for us. 

Led by Fr. Christopher 
Saturday 3rd December 

10 – 3 p.m. 
Violet Evelyn Hall 

£15 includes refreshments 
and light lunch 

Discussion, reflection, 
Mass,  

Confession available. 
warden@buckfast.org.uk 
01364 645532 


