
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Presentation of Our Lady 
Tuesday St. Cecilia 

Wednesday St. Columban 
Thursday The Martyrs of Vietnam 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Sylvester 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Hilda May; Bertha Waller; Stephen Elliott; Margaret Cork; Br. Laurence Donnelly; 
Gregory Noblet; Patience Stubbs; Nora Biggle; Bessie Davis; St. John Molesworth;  
Alfred Howe; Thomas Barry; Hazel Clarke; Elizabeth Tremlett; Kathleen Bond;  

Kenneth Litster;  Joan Jeffrey; Anne Morrin; Mary Scarrett; Diana Copeland; Audrey Cole; 
 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

20th November, 2016 Solemnity of Christ the King Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.167 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 
 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Consultation on the Proposal to close 
our local hospital. 

Time is running out for people to give 
their views on proposals to close 
Ashburton and Buckfastleigh Hospital.  
This week’s Mid Devon Advertiser 
reports: town councillors in Buckfastleigh 
are again formally opposing the plan.  They 
raised similar objections before the closure 
plans were abandoned just three years 
ago.  Councillors feel the people they serve 
will be left with reduced and inadequate 
health care provision…They claim the cuts 
are driven by political motivation rather 
than a desire to improve the quality of local 
care.  The council…argues ‘The proposals 
for more comprehensive health care rely 
on a functioning and effective social care 
system being in place.  We believe this is 
far from the case with social care provision 
also in a chronically underfunded state.’  
The consultation process, which ends on 
Wednesday, was not fit for purpose, they 
insisted. 
However, as it’s our only opportunity to 
have any influence, please make your 
views known to the powers that be:  
sign the ’38 Degrees’ petition at:   
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/sav
e-ashburton-buckfastleigh-community-
hospital   And fill in the questionnaire at: 
http://www.southdevonandtorbayccg.nhs.
uk/community-health-
services/Pages/default.aspx (click on 
‘feedback’ at the bottom of the page)   

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £40.00 £25.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £141.29 £43.08 

Second £11.05  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £11.00 £27.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £36.00 £8.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £37.00 £33.20 

   £34.51 
 

Solemnity of Christ the King.   Sunday 20th November The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for veneration in the Abbey from after the 1030 Mass until Vespers on this day.   Please join us for a holy hour from 3 to 4 p.m., spending time thanking Jesus for being with us and praying that all people will come to believe in Him. 
 

Silent adoration; hymns; 
readings; benediction 

 

Afterwards there will be a cream tea for 
all who have taken part.  

CAFOD Advent Mass 
Saturday 3rd December 2016 

5.30 p.m. Vigil Mass of Sunday 
Sacred Heart Church 
South Street, Exeter 

EX1 1EB 

This week there will be a couple of changes to the schedule of Holy Mass 
around the parish: The Mass in Ashburton on Wednesday will begin at 0930 
instead of 1000.  The Mass in South Brent on Thursday is cancelled.  All other 
Masses will take place as usual. 

 

An invitation 
Any parents who wish their child to benefit from a Catholic education are 
invited to apply to St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Buckfast. The 
application process for primary places opened on 15th November 2016 and 
will close on 15th January 2017. If your child’s date of birth is between 1st 
September 2012 and 31st August 2013, you will need to apply for a primary 
school place either online www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline or by 
requesting the “First Step” Booklet from Devon County Council. If you know of 
anyone who may be interested in sending their children to St Mary’s, please 
ask them to also contact the school to arrange a visit. 

 

St. Austin’s Priory in Ivybridge 
will be open every Friday in 
December from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. Come in for a while, light 
a candle, pray, listen to the 
music. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  
 

“This house has good points and bad points.” said the estate agent.  “To 
show you I’m honest I’m going to tell you both.  I’ll start with the bad points.  
There is a chemical plant to the south of this house and a pig farm to the 
north.” 
 
“So what are the good points?” asked the prospective buyer. 
 
“You always know which way the wind is blowing.” 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

“How was your day? Busy?” asked my husband when I got home on 
Friday. “Yeah, you could say that.” says I…… I arrive just after eight – 
Miss Slack is already there working with two of the children she gives 
extra tuition to before and after school throughout the week. Mrs Kerswell 
is fretting as her class is having an Egyptian Day and she is not sure 
when the man will arrive with all his kit, props and artefacts, to show the 
children. When I bump into an authentically dressed 1930’s archaeologist 
in the corridor later on I know she must have found him.  
It is also Children in Need day and FOSMs are holding a cake stall so as 
soon as the door opens, spotted cakes of all sorts start to arrive and form 
a large pile in my office. There are also Pudsey bands and Blush keyrings 
to sell – one of the year 6 boys is “volunteered” by me to stand and sell 
them.  Burrator are having an extreme survival morning and they are 
arriving with extra layers of clothing, a cup and teaspoon and a lump of 
wood (nope, no idea!). They will be lighting fires and building shelters in 
our woodland area and seeing how long they can last – luckily the sun is 
shining although there is a nip in the air.  
At break it is time for the Healthy Tuck Shop and the fare on offer ranges 
from Traidcraft Geo Bars to mini cheeses. Children gather outside to 
make their purchases. At lunchtime a small boy is struggling with having 
his lunch in the hall so he sits with Miss Slack and I whilst he waits for his 
friends to finish. A couple of pictures of Pikachu are quickly printed off for 
him to colour whilst he waits.  
The photographs we have had taken recently of the children arrive and 
are checked off and sorted ready for distribution to the classes. A 
newsletter is quickly compiled and photocopied along with a letter about 
the forthcoming Christmas Extravaganza. Later, these are distributed to 
the classrooms. Burrator children are now back in class which smells 
something like the smoking shed at a kipper factory but the children are 
luxuriating in having warm feet and running water and do not seem to be 
aware that they are a bit whiffy.  
Miss Slack starts to take the lids off the cake tins and now they become 
much harder to ignore as the smell of cake and tiffin waft around the foyer. 
Parents arrive to watch the display by Fernworthy of what they have learnt 
at the Egyptian Day – apparently a child will be mummified before their 
eyes… Meanwhile the man has arrived to blow up the Zorb balls for the 
after school club (think large plastic orbs into which a child is inserted and 
then sent off to roll around the room – a little alarming when you see them 
suspended upside down but they seem to like it.)  
The cake sale outside the office is the proverbial good-natured bun fight 
with a few wristbands and keyrings thrown in. It briefly goes quiet until the 
zorbers troop out a little later – clearing the last of the cakes as they go. 
It goes dark outside and it’s time to go home……. “Yeah, a bit busy…”  
 

Vacancy: Chief Operating Officer, 
Ashburton, Devon, £65k - £80k pa,  
Plymouth CAST, was set up by the Catholic 
Diocese of Plymouth to create a secure 
environment for its network for 36 schools 
across the South West.  We are seeking to 
appoint an effective Chief Operating Officer to 
work closely with our CEO. You will work 
strategically to ensure that resources are 
managed effectively, the organisation has 
appropriate arrangements for sound 
governance, the work of functional managers 
and project leaders is effectively coordinated, 
that projects are delivered on time and budget 
and all ecclesial and statutory responsibilities 
are met. 
Degree qualified with a relevant professional 
qualification or equivalent experience, you will 
have excellent interpersonal and 
communication skills, be a team builder with 
effective influencing and negotiating skills. As 
a proven project manager, you will also have 
extensive experience in overseeing key 
finance, IT, HR, estates, procurement, 
contracting, safeguarding and health and 
safety issues.   
For an application form please email 
admin@plymouthcast.org.uk   
Closes: 21st November 2016 / Interviews: 28th 
November 2016 

Special Services around the Parish during 
Advent: 

Tuesday 29th 
November, 7:30 pm 

Service of Light 
Ashburton 

Thursday 1st 
December, 7:30 pm 

Service of Light 
South Brent 

Friday 2nd 
December, 7:30 pm 

Service of Light 
Buckfastleigh 

with the Abbey 
Voluntary Choir 

  

Tuesday 6th 
December, 2 pm 

Crib Blessing 
Ashburton 

Thursday 8th 
December, 2 pm 

Crib Blessing 
Buckfastleigh 

Friday 9th 
December, 2 pm 

Crib Blessing 
South Brent 

"MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS" on SATURDAY 
3RD DECEMBER, AT 4 PM - 6 PM, at The 
Assumption of Our Lady, Abbey Road, 
Torquay, TQ2.   Entrance is FREE, and there 
will be a collection for HCPT 179 Torbay 
Group, taking special children to Lourdes at 
Easter. HCPT 179 is also seeking male 
volunteers 18:+ to join the group for the 
Easter 2017 Pilgrimage.   Please contact 
hcpt179@hotmail.com  if interested. 
 

GATHER 2017 Gracious Gift 
We are delighted to announce that catechists, teachers, clergy and 
friends from across the Diocese of Plymouth will be meeting together on 
3–5 March 2017 at the Best Western Livermead Cliff Hotel Torquay for a 
time of friendship, support and inspiration. The weekend will include 
keynote speakers, plenary talks, shared liturgies, quiet space for prayer, 
a choice of workshops and plenty of time to meet, talk, laugh and be 
encouraged in our faith. Bishop Mark O’Toole will celebrate Mass with us. 
Residential rate £150 (2 nights B&B, lunch and dinner on Saturday). 
Single room supplement £20. Non residential rate £40. More details and 
booking form in the leaflet which you can collect from the back of church. 
We look forward to seeing you in Torquay. 

Marriage Matters   Christ the King  
Let us radiate His life and light and goodness 
‘Today you will be with me in paradise’ – 
Jesus’ words as He hung on the cross; even 
in His agony, He still chose only to love. 
Through Him, we are given the strength to 
bear anything joyfully; with the saints we 
‘inherit the light’. Today, let us radiate His life, 
light and goodness, acknowledging Him as 
our Lord and King.  


