
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday St. Cuthbert Mayne 

Wednesday St. Andrew 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Francis Xavier 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Agnes Warren Vernon; Sheila Bissett; Nina Wallis; Roger Burke; Sean Bass-Twitchell; 
Nora Prosser; Hilda Goddard; Madeleine Batten; Elizabeth Alison; Catherine Parr; 
Frederick Walters; Dom Wilfrid Schneider; Robert Wilshaw; Harold Truscott; Bertha 

Prowse; Edgar Smith; Mary Everall; Henry Slesser; Peter Donovan; 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

27th November, 2016 First Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p.82 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 
 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £59.22 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £238.19 £63.08 

Second £0  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £45.76 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £33.30 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £35.45 £38.00 

   £43.21 
 

"MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS" on 
SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER, 
AT 4 PM - 6 PM, at The 
Assumption of Our Lady, Abbey 
Road, Torquay, TQ2.   Entrance 
is FREE, and there will be a 
collection for HCPT 179 Torbay 
Group, taking special children to 
Lourdes at Easter. HCPT 179 is 
also seeking male volunteers 
18:+ to join the group for the 
Easter 2017 Pilgrimage.   Please 
contact hcpt179@hotmail.com  if 
interested. 

CAFOD Advent Mass 
Saturday 3rd December 2016 

5.30 p.m. Vigil Mass of Sunday 
Sacred Heart Church 
South Street, Exeter 

EX1 1EB 

St. Austin’s Priory in Ivybridge will be 
open every Friday in December from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Come in for a while, light 
a candle, pray, listen to the music. 
Woodland Road, PL21 9HW 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The November draw took place last Thursday.  
Remember that we now give a first prize of £25 
and a second prize of the remainder of the 50% 
of monthly income.  So the ticket numbers and 
names of the winners are: 
16 Tracey Fuller  £25 
24 Adrian Lethbridge £10 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
Tickets still available from Mike Lang or Fr. 
Francis. £1 per month for 12 months. 
 

This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge 
District Council 

Advent Service of Light 
Ashburton 7:30 p.m.  
Tuesday 29th November  
 

South Brent 7:30 p.m.  
Thursday 1st December 
 

Buckfastleigh 7:30 p.m. Friday 2nd Dec. 
with the Abbey Voluntary Choir   
 

Please come and join in this prayerful 
expression of the season of advent: a time 
of watchfulness and hope, preparing 
ourselves to greet our newborn saviour. 
 

Members of other Christian churches have 
been invited, so please come and help to 
welcome them. 

 

 

Please come and join in one or more of the crib 
blessings this week if you can.  They are simple 
and brief, but very charming services, enhanced 
by the presence of the children and staff of St. 
Mary’s School who have prepared the cribs.  
 

Crib Blessing Services - All begin at 2 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 6th Dec. Ashburton 
Thursday 8th Dec. Buckfastleigh 

Friday 9th Dec. South Brent 
 

From a meditation on “Thy kingdom 
come” by St. Cyprian of Carthage: 
“We look upon paradise as our 
country, and a great crowd of our 
loved ones awaits us there, a 
countless throng of parents, 
brothers and children longs for us to 
join them.  Assured though they are 
of their own salvation, they are still 
concerned about ours.  What joy 
both for them and for us to see one 
another and embrace! O the delight 
of that heavenly kingdom where 
there is no fear of death! O the 
supreme and endless bliss of 
everlasting life! 

 
About 25 of us enjoyed the Holy Hour 
last Sunday, thinking and praying about 
the supreme blessing of having the 
Body and Blood of Jesus to guide and 
sustain us. May all we do and say help 
to answer the prayer of the world: “May 
your kingdom come, O Lord.” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  

 

The sad, quiet, big-eyed little lady sat in the 
psychiatrist’s office.  The good doctor questioned her 
gently as to why her family wanted her locked up.  “Now 
tell me just what your trouble is,” he said. 
 

“It’s just that…I’m so fond of pancakes.” 
 

“Is that all?  Why, I’m very fond of pancakes myself.” 
 

“O Doctor, really?  You must come over to our house.  
I’ve got trunks and trunks full of them!” 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

We were pleased this week to receive our Ofsted Report 
which declared St Mary’s to be a good school. On the day, 
the Ofsted Inspectors were not in a great mood: I have been 
here every school day for the past sixteen years (okay, I did 
have three days off in about 2006 but I had to pop into 
hospital to have my gall bladder whipped out, and I do go 
on the occasional course) and I can confidently tell you that, 
in my opinion and that of many independent people more 
qualified than I, the school is much, much better than that! 
Having said that, the front of the report does say “good, 
good, good, good, good, good” which to me is good to the 
power of six which, when you multiply it out, must be 
approaching outstanding! It also contains some fabulous 
comments about the great things that the school achieves 
so it is well worth a read. It is on the school website (address 
above) but please feel free to ask for a hard copy if you 
would find that easier to peruse.  
Anyway, enough of that, this week has been another busy 
week. We are starting to collect items for our Extravaganza 
which takes place this Friday in the school hall starting at 
2.30pm. My office is starting to look a little like Steptoe’s 
yard with a cat scratching post, bags of shredded paper (for 
the lucky dip), bottles of wine and a couple of second hand 
(but good condition!) games. On Friday the children will be 
coming to school in non-uniform in return for a tin for the 
tombola so there may well be an influx of baked beans 
…  amongst other things, hopefully.  
We only have three weeks before we break up for 
Christmas and there is a lot to fit in before the end of term. 
The choir will be out and about very soon fulfilling their 
annual engagements – we have about twenty-five children 
who regularly turn up which is almost a third of the school – 
and so they have been practising three times a week to 
perfect the songs. I don’t know where Mrs Kerswell, our 
music co-ordinator, finds the energy to organise the 
children for all the events but she does and the children do 
not let her down as they always turn out their best 
performance whatever the venue.  
Our own Christmas Concert will be in the Abbey on 
Wednesday 14th December starting at 3.45pm and you are 
all very welcome to join us there to really get your 
countdown to Christmas on track. 

 
 

Consultation on the Proposal to close our local hospital. 
The consultation ended last week.  Here’s a flavour of what 
Fr. Francis wrote on it:  
“I have not answered some of your questions as they are 
clearly designed to allow only the answer you want to receive, 
i.e. that the hospitals should close.  As a priest who regularly 
visits Ashburton and Buckfastleigh Hospital it is clear to me 
that the inpatients need to be there.  They are not ready to be 
at home.  If this hospital closed they would bed-block in 
Torbay.  They are very well cared for and are often nearer to 
their home.  In this rural area with non-existent public transport 
in the evenings many relatives would be unable to visit them if 
they were further away. 
I have direct experience of the inadequacy of provision of 
district nurses and home-visiting carers; there are simply not 
enough of them and there is a high turnover of home-visiting 
carers who tend to be very young and inexperienced.  Even if 
you intended to put more resources into this provision I think 
you would be unable to recruit sufficient numbers in this rural 
area.  But the fact is I don't believe you will put more resources 
into this provision; it's clear from the press on the NHS 
nationally that these 'consultations' are all about saving money 
and only pretending to be about providing better care.  And of 
course, if you took our hospital away, how would anyone know 
that you were failing to keep your promises - your failures 
would all take place in the privacy of the homes of the elderly 
and vulnerable.” 
Apart from writing to your MP or directly to the Clinical 
Commissioning Group, there is still a way to make your 
feelings known if you don’t think the hospital should close:  
sign the ’38 Degrees’ petition at:   
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/save-ashburton-
buckfastleigh-community-hospital    

An invitation 
Any parents who wish their child to benefit from a Catholic 
education are invited to apply to St. Mary’s Catholic Primary 
School, Buckfast. The application process for primary places 
opened on 15th November 2016 and will close on 15th January 
2017. If your child’s date of birth is between 1st September 2012 
and 31st August 2013, you will need to apply for a primary 
school place either online www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline 
or by requesting the “First Step” Booklet from Devon County 
Council. If you know of anyone who may be interested in 
sending their children to St Mary’s, please ask them to also 
contact the school to arrange a visit. 
 GATHER 2017 Gracious Gift 

We are delighted to announce that catechists, teachers, clergy 
and friends from across the Diocese of Plymouth will be 
meeting together on 3–5 March 2017 at the Best Western 
Livermead Cliff Hotel Torquay for a time of friendship, support 
and inspiration. The weekend will include keynote speakers, 
plenary talks, shared liturgies, quiet space for prayer, a choice 
of workshops and plenty of time to meet, talk, laugh and be 
encouraged in our faith. Bishop Mark O’Toole will celebrate 
Mass with us. Residential rate £150 (2 nights B&B, lunch and 
dinner on Saturday). Single room supplement £20. Non 
residential rate £40. More details and booking form in the 
leaflet which you can collect from the back of church. We look 
forward to seeing you in Torquay. 

Marriage Matters     
First Sunday of Advent     Walk in the light of the Lord 
God’s Word is clear – we can only be certain of each current moment 
in our day-to-day lives. To live as couples in the ‘present moment’ 
more often, we need to apply ourselves to today’s call from Jesus to 
“stay awake”. Also St Paul tells us, “the time has come: you must 
wake up now”, because now is all we have. 
 


