
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Ambrose 
Thursday Immaculate Conception 

of Our Lady 
Friday Feria 

Saturday Feria 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Br. Adalbert Walsh; Catherine Cross; Nancy Carlisle; Dorothy Walmsley; Patrick Boston; 
Kay Jones; Tullius Noblet; Venessa Anne Emmett; Eileen Ashton; Sheila Cocks; Katie 

Gayton; Edith Sibeth; Kathleen Cawley; Margaret Fennell; Edward Phillipps; Beryl 
Gompertz; Margaret Sawdye; Edith Major; Anne Leitch; Johanna Beck; Mary Wood; Mary 

Shea; Frederick Ratcliff; Thomas Morrin; Lena French; Mary Kennard; Florence Lewis; 
 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

4th December, 2016 Second Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.85 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 
 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £105.15 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £261.63 £38.08 

Second £11.10  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £38.20 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £36.00 £18.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £23.45 £46.00 

   £36.46 
 

St. Austin’s Priory in Ivybridge will be open 
every Friday in December from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Come in for a while, light a candle, 
pray, listen to the music. 
Woodland Road, PL21 9HW 

 

Please come and join in one or more of the crib 
blessings this week if you can.  They are simple 
and brief, but very charming services, enhanced 
by the presence of the children and staff of St. 
Mary’s School who have prepared the cribs.  
 

Crib Blessing Services - All begin at 2 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 6th Dec. Ashburton 
Thursday 8th Dec. Buckfastleigh 

Friday 9th Dec. South Brent 
 

Next weekend we will have one of our regular second collections for the Parish 
Syria Appeal. 
From “Mirror”, Aid to the Church in Need’s monthly newsletter: 
http://www.acnuk.org/mirror-newsletter  “It was Syria’s Christians who 
translated Aristotle and Plato into Arabic.  It was Syria’s Christians who taught 
philosophy and natural sciences in Baghdad.  It was Syria’s Christians who 
served as the models for the Arabic philosophers and so opened up a window 
through which the light of reason and peace could further illuminate Muslim 
scholars. That was over a thousand years ago.  In the meantime Christians in 
Syria, Iraq and Lebanon have suffered greatly. Their homeland is more than 
their place of origin: it is the homeland of the spirit of love and hope.  
In paying the rent for Christians expelled from their homes – and now refugees 
within their own country – we are also giving hope a home.  In helping to 
preserve the Christian presence there, we are providing security for today and 
confidence for tomorrow.  A Middle East without Christians would be a region 
deprived of its soul, a region cut off from its past.”  
There are 27,000 families in this situation in Syria.  ACN distributes aid parcels 
and covers what rent it can for those who need it: 

“A few kilos of flour, some rice, sugar, 
noodles, cooking oil and milk powder.  Some 
soap, toothpaste and shampoo.  Each parcel 
costs £50 and should last for two weeks.  
When it comes to rent, we aim to cover six 
months, for that is the minimum time it takes 
them to find work and somehow get back on 
their feet.” 
Photo: Sr. Annie Demerjian at the distribution 
of gifts to children in Aleppo. 
  

The quarterly Parish Syria 
Appeal meeting will take place in 
the parish meeting room at the 
Abbey on Wednesday 7th 
December, beginning at 7.15 p.m. 
Beginning with prayers, we will 
go on to take stock of what has 
been achieved and plan future 
efforts.  Including a time of 
fellowship and refreshment, we 
aim to finish at around 8.15 p.m. 

The Catenian Association is an 
international body of Catholic laymen 
who meet at least once a month in local 
units called Circles, to enjoy each other’s 
company and thereby strengthen their 
family life and faith through friendship. It 
is open to practising Catholic laymen 
from the age of 18 years. For further 
information see the poster on the church 
notice board or telephone Charles at 
01803 328902 or visit: 
www.thecatenians.com  or “Like” us on 
Facebook at The Catenian Association  
E-mail: membership@thecatenians.com  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 “He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips 

with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  
 

An elderly lady was weeping as she bade good-
bye to the man who had been pastor of her 
church for several years. 
“My dear lady,” consoled the departing pastor, 
“don’t get so upset.  The bishop will surely send 
a much better pastor to replace me here.” 
“That’s what they told us the last time,” she 
wailed. 
 
 
A pessimist remembers the lily belongs to the 
onion family; an optimist remembers that the 
onion belongs to the lily family.  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Advent is well and truly here and things are starting to turn 
purple around the school. Each classroom has an RE focal 
point and the colours broadly follow the liturgical colours of 
the year. I say broadly because there are some occasions 
when the colours change so quickly that, by the time staff 
have changed them, they would have changed back or we 
would have missed them due to school holidays. But the 
purple or violet for Advent is clearly in evidence around the 
school.  
There can be a little bit of conflict with the specifics of 
Advent and Christmas as, I think I am right in saying, the 
latter really shouldn’t be started upon until after we break 
up. This year we are finishing relatively early on 16th 
December. This means we have a lot to fit in before the end 
of term and even for school some of the things feel a little 
early! We held our Xmas Xtravaganza on Friday to which, 
much to the children’s delight, Father Christmas turned up. 
Mrs Perryman, one of our teaching assistants, must have 
got the nod that he was coming because she was able to 
make our lovely heated reading pavilion with coloured lights 
into a very comfortable grotto for him with many extra 
sparkling lights and glittering cloths. The queue to meet him 
stretched far across the playground from the beginning to 
the end of the Xtravaganza.  
Next week the children will be attending the crib services in 
each of the parishes. The children of the art club have made 
some sheep so please keep your eyes peeled in case they 
turn up at your church – they have a cotton wool charm all 
of their own! This year our three and four year olds will be 
staying in school to hold a crib service with the children of 
our toddler group, St Mary’s Little Lambs. This promises to 
be a magical moment for them as the excitement grows with 
Christmas on the horizon and they learn about the 
Christmas story by bringing the school’s nativity characters 
together.  
In another of our, now annual, events, the choir will be 
singing this Friday, 9th December, in St Luke’s Church, 
Buckfastleigh, at a Christmas Concert with Newton Abbot 
Orchestra and arranged by the local Rotary Club. It starts 
at 7.30pm and tickets are available on the door.  
  
Any parents who wish their child to benefit from a Catholic 
education are invited to apply to St. Mary’s Catholic Primary 
School, Buckfast. The application process closes on 15th 
January 2017. If your child’s date of birth is between 1st 
September 2012 and 31st August 2013, you will need to 
apply for a primary school place either online 
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline or by requesting the 
“First Step” Booklet from Devon County Council. Please 
contact the school to arrange a visit. 

Marriage Matters  Second Sunday of Advent  
Advent – a new beginning for us? 
Today, Isaiah talks about trust and Matthew focuses on forgiveness.  
Advent is the opportunity to discover new ways to help our partner to trust 
us and to share themselves.  Our prayer can be that we drop our defences, 
become more vulnerable and have the courage to open ourselves to be 
able to really listen, to share and to change. 

Advent Services of Light 
Much appreciation was voiced by all who attended the 
Services of Light around the parish over the last week.  In 
each town there was very good support from the Anglican 
and Methodist churches and this ecumenical dimension 
enriched the spiritual blessing of coming together to meditate 
upon the reason why it was necessary for God the Father 
to send His only Son to become a man, namely the human 
frailty we all share with our first parents, represented in the 
Old Testament by Adam and Eve.  Having supported each 
other spiritually we shared the companionship of a friendly 
chat over some delicious refreshments.  Thank you to 
everyone who came and to everyone whose preparations 
enhanced our liturgy, our churches and our fellowship.  
The only time Fr. Francis remembered to take a photograph 
to share with our readers was in St. Benedict’s as the Abbey 
Voluntary Choir prepared before the service.  It’s hoped this 
will give you a flavour of the atmosphere in Ashburton and 
South Brent too: 

 
 

At each of the services, participants were very generous in 
the collections for charity: In South Brent £90 was donated 
to Children’s Hospice Southwest, in Ashburton £60 was 
donated to Devon and Cornwall Refugee Service and in 
Buckfastleigh £85 was donated to the Buckfastleigh 
Foodbank. 

CAFOD are looking for School Volunteers:  come and join our vibrant team 
who share the inspirational work of CAFOD in schools throughout the 
Diocese.  No experience necessary - full training and expenses given. If 
you are confident speaking in front of groups and enthusiastic about the 
work of CAFOD, please get in touch with Simon Giarchi: 01752 268 768 or 
email plymouth@cafod.org.uk 

Buckfastleigh Town Council, the Anglican Church and 
Buckfast Abbey are supporting a Christmas lunch for those 
who need it at the Abbey Conference Centre on Christmas 
Day.  See poster in the Abbey for more details.  To apply 
contact timdrey@uwclub.net before Friday 16th December. 


