
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday St. Lucy 

Wednesday St. John of the Cross 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Henry Schiller; Abbot Placid Hooper; Dom Adam Hamilton; Emily Hare; Reginald 
Middleton; Arthur Salter; Dorothy Whileblood; Margaret Carroll; Henry Southworth; Robin 
Lindsay Smith; Julia Rundle; Florence Stancombe; Frederick Caddy; Francis Pilkington; Br. 

Matthias Westaway; William Bell; Bob Lewis; Dom Henry Hoskin; Dom Edmund 
Boussard; Charles Boyce; Edward Gerace; Tammy Pickford; 

 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

11th December, 2016 Third Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p.88 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £78.65 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £203.40 £58.08 

Second £13.75  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £38.00 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £24.50 £18.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £19.30 £23.00 

   £38.21 
 

St. Austin’s Priory in Ivybridge will be open 
every Friday in December from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Come in for a while, light a candle, 
pray, listen to the music. 
Woodland Road, PL21 9HW 

It was really lovely to see more parishioners and parents 
supporting the children of our parish school this year as 
they visited the three churches in our parish other than the 
Abbey, praying and singing as we blessed the cribs they 
had helped to prepare.  All the adults expressed their 
delight in what they heard and saw, and the children 
enjoyed another little way in which we try to help them to 
appreciate what Christmas is all about.  That they do 
appreciate it was amply demonstrated by the prayers 
which some of the older children composed.  You will find 
these dotted around the newsletter in boxes like this one; 
I’m sure we can all deepen our love for the Christ-child by 
making the prayers our own.  
 

This weekend we will have one of our regular second collections 
for the Parish Syria Appeal.  Next weekend we will have our 
usual collection for the decoration of the churches with flowers 
at Christmas. 

Oh my Father, we thank you, on this special day, 
For the little baby Jesus asleep in the hay. 
The stars so high up above, 
Tell the wise men, 
Where to see this blessed infant boy. 
The shepherds on the hill, 
On a Christmas night so still. 
With angels in the heavens above, 
The world feels God’s powerful love.  Amen. 

Dear Lord, Thank you for the joy at 
Christmas that is spread around the world 
through the birth of your son, Jesus.  Help 
us to help those in need, those who have 
no homes or food, or those that are too ill to 
feel the Christmas joy and magic.  Let the 
Christmas snow that falls on the ground 
remind us of your love.  Let the presents we 
give remind us of the gifts Jesus gives to us 
every day.  Let the stars that shine above 
us remind us of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem.  
Help us Lord God.  Amen. 
 

This week the monks have their annual retreat.  This 
necessitates the following changes to weekday Masses: 
 

Wednesday Ashburton 1030 instead of 1000 
Thursday South Brent Cancelled 
Friday Ashburton 1030 instead of 1000 

 

All other Masses will take place as usual. 

 
The children at the crib blessing  
in Ashburton church 

Marriage Matters   
Third Sunday of Advent  
Cherish the gift  
John the Baptist prepared the way for 
Jesus’ coming. When Jesus came, the 
Magi brought gifts.  We are preparing 
gifts for family and friends. When you 
married, and every day since, you have 
gifted yourself...entrusted yourselves 
...to each other; do you still cherish the 
gift? How much has trust helped you on 
your journey together? Thank the Lord! 
 

The Abbey Voluntary Choir under the leadership of Domenico Gioffre, 
the Assistant Master of Music and accompanied by Richard Lea, the 
Assistant Organist held a very successful evening on Friday singing 
Christmas Carols and songs at The Abbey Inn. 
A collecting bucket, (actually it was a beer tankard!) was passed around 
the customers raising £236.97 for Buckfastleigh Food Bank.  
A great time was had by all and if the Voluntary Choir seem a little quiet 
on Sunday it's because they sang themselves hoarse!  
Special thanks to the Abbey Inn for their hospitality. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  

Asked to draw a picture of the Holy Family, one little boy drew an airplane with four heads sticking out of the windows.  His 
teacher said, “I can understand that you drew three of the heads to show 

Joseph, Mary and Jesus. 
But who’s the fourth 
head?”   
“Oh,” answered the boy, 
“that’s Pontius, the pilot!” 

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Even though school is very busy with Christmas, normal life 
goes on (or tries to). For example, parents of children who 
will be starting school in September next year have to 
submit their choice to Devon County Council by 15th 
January. We are very pleased to welcome families to the 
school so that they can see for themselves the lovely 
learning environment at St Mary’s. Speaking from 
experience, I think you can do as much research as you like 
about reported standards and results but the real decider 
can often be something intangible like the atmosphere or 
“feel” as you go into a school. Probably, the family feel of 
the school which we value so highly is still evident; hymns 
for the Carol Service being sung by the children; glitter being 
joyfully sprinkled (in vast quantities) on cards and gifts being 
made for family; the foyer crammed with hampers (prizes for 
our raffle); our very precious nativities on display which were 
gifts from families and friends. What may be more difficult 
for visitors to discern at this time of year will be how the 
children can reach the high academic standards that the 
school achieves, in the midst of all this simmering 
excitement but happy children learn well and therein lies our 
secret! So if you know anyone choosing their child’s school 
who hasn’t been to look around, please encourage them to 
do so. Even if they think it is unlikely that they would send 
their children to us, they may be surprised or they may know 
someone else who would find St Mary’s perfect for them.  
Elsewhere normal life equals dealing with a leaky roof, a 
blocked drain, a broken dishwasher and, as many of you 
have also suffered this week, a lack of water! Fortunately we 
were able to keep the school open as the children’s meals 
had been prepared before the water ran out. I think one of 
the deciding factors in the Conference Centre staying open 
was to ensure the children were fed which was lucky for the 
other conference they were hosting … for South West 
Water! I think there was a certain amount of amusement 
when their delegates came out for a tea break only to be told 
hot drinks were off … due to a lack of water!  
We are now entering our last week of term – one of the 
highlights will be our Carol Service on Wednesday 14th 
December at 3.45pm in the Abbey Church. Please come 
along and share with us that special Christmas feeling that 
only the Abbey full of excited children singing lovely 
Christmas songs can give you.  
 

CAFOD are looking for School Volunteers:  come and join 
our vibrant team who share the inspirational work of CAFOD 
in schools throughout the Diocese.  No experience 
necessary - full training and expenses given. If you are 
confident speaking in front of groups and enthusiastic about 
the work of CAFOD, please get in touch with Simon Giarchi: 
01752 268 768 or email plymouth@cafod.org.uk 

Buckfastleigh Town Council, the Anglican Church and 
Buckfast Abbey are supporting a Christmas lunch for those 
who need it at the Abbey Conference Centre on Christmas 
Day.  See poster in the Abbey for more details.  To apply 
contact timdrey@uwclub.net before Friday 16th December. 

The Parish Syria Appeal meeting would have started with a 
report from journalists in Aleppo to remind us why we are 
doing this.  Technical problems prevented this, so here is 
the link if you would like to view it now: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/video_and_audio/headlines/38
238898  We listened to the Word of God in Romans 12:6-18 
and Luke 4:16-21 and prayed “for the millions refugees who 
have fled their homes in search of safety: that they will 
receive kindness in the places through which they travel, 
and that the day will soon come when they can return in 
safety and peace to their homeland”. 
We celebrated the success of collections and fundraising 
events during the year, which with gift aid and the monks’ 
matching funding has seen £23,864.73 sent to Aid to the 
Church in Need since November 2015.  We remembered 
with gratitude those who have quietly collected items for the 
Devon and Cornwall Refugee Support Charity, including 
members of the parish of Kingsbridge and residents of 
Ashwood, sheltered accommodation in South Brent.  All of 
this has kept Mary and John very busy ferrying the items to 
Plymouth and we are very grateful to them for that. 
We praised Mike’s efforts in organising the parish lottery, 
which brings a steady income.  We have 70 subscribers 
currently, which means that £35 per month is going to ACN 
from this source.  We’d like to increase that, so please do 
contact Mike Lang or Fr. Francis if you would like to join up 
– or purchase 12 month’s tickets (£12) for someone else – 
THE IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
We decided we would like to repeat the successful and 
enjoyable events held this year: the quiz night and the barn 
dance (you’re a victim of your own success, Mary!)  And we 
noted with gratitude the donation of a painting by the late 
Joy Nunn, to be sold in aid of the Appeal, by her husband, 
Phil and her daughter, Sr. Christina.  We are considering the 
best way to maximise income from that. 

Heavenly God, please bring smiles and laughter this 
Christmas.  Help those who cannot feel the true spirit of 
Christmas through illness or war.  May the people who have 
no food or home be given all they need during this Christmas 
time.  May our hearts be filled with love and joy this 
Christmas.  Amen. 

The King of heavens brought us the light of Christmas – give 
thanks to you, Lord.  The ruler in all his righteousness 
brought us light and dark, morning and night, food and water 
and life – give thanks to you, Lord.  Let the bells ring out and 
make us happy.  Let Jesus’ birth wash away the sins of 
people, transforming us to good.  Let the sun shine down 
and show us the way.  Let the Christmas spirit spread 
around and the world be at peace this Christmas.  Help us 
Lord, graciously hear us.  Amen. 

Dear God, Let love spill over me as I struggle, 
Let war be banished to the end of the world. 
Let waves of forgiveness crash over the Earth. 
Let trust pour over me so that you become the 
light in a dark place. Soon the bells of 
Christmas will ring out and our hope and your 
everlasting love will continue.  Amen. 

God, grant us the light of Christmas,  
which is the light of the Lord, 
The warmth of Christmas, which is happiness, 
The righteousness of Christmas which is hope, 
The belief in Christmas, which is the Truth, 
And all of Christmas, which is your love.  Amen. 
 

Dear God, This Christmas we ask that when you look down 
on the world you take pity on us.  Please help us to resolve 
wars, give a home to those that are homeless and to find for 
those who go hungry.  This we pray, Amen. 
 


