
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 

Monday – 
Saturday 

Feria 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Justin Pope; Pamela Mason; Dom Paulinus Angold; Dorothy Burke; Gladys Robinson; 
Thomas James; Beatrice Mills; Esther Benest; Anne Saunders; Mgr. Charles Smith; Bessie 

Jefferey; Dom Anthony de Guingand; Dom Mark Strahl; Frederick Willington; Agnes 
Northcott; Mary Berington; Agnes Doyne; Mary Walker; John Stuart; 

 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

18
th

 December, 2016 Fourth Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.90 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers 
in confidence call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

St. Austin’s Priory in Ivybridge will be 
open every Friday in December from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Come in for a while, light a 
candle, pray, listen to the music. 
Woodland Road, PL21 9HW 

This weekend we will have our usual 
collection for the decoration of the 
churches with flowers at Christmas. 

Marriage Matters  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Taking courage from love 
The Gospel relates how Joseph overcame his 
serious doubts about Mary ‒ and married her! She 
too had faced her own fears about the future ‒ and 
said “Yes!”  We too can have doubts and lack 
confidence in the future, but like Mary and Joseph 
we can take courage from our love for each other 
and God’s love for us too. 
 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £84.90 £20.00 £90.24 £0.00 

Abbey 10:30 a.m. £221.40 £48.08 £346.65 £93.00 

Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £17.50 £37.85 £13.40 £60.00 

Ashburton 10:30am £41.01 £23.92 £13.35 £20.00 

South Brent 9 a.m. £17.53 £52.00 £24.77 £535.50 
   £45.46   £177.13 

Another wonderful collection in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal: You gave 
£1,196.91 which, with monastery matching and gift aid means that this time 
£2,570.95 has been given to Aid to the Church in Need. Thank you, once 
again! 

Fr. Abbot, Fr. Francis and all the monastic community are most grateful 
for the many Christmas greetings they have received.  They wish you all the 
joy of knowing that, in Jesus, born of Mary, God is with us. 

Times of Christmas Masses  

in this Parish 
24

th
 December    NB: No Saturday 

evening Mass in Buckfastleigh 
9:30 p.m. Ashburton 

11:30 p.m. Abbey (Mass 
begins at midnight) 

 
25

th
 December   NB: No Sunday 

morning Mass in Ashburton 
9 a.m. Blessed Sacrament 

Chapel & South 
Brent 

9:30 a.m. Buckfastleigh 
10:30 a.m. Abbey 

 

Other Masses over the Christmas Period: 
Morning Mass in the Abbey is at 9 a.m. 
rather than 8 a.m. on the following days: 

 Saturday 24
th
 December  

 Monday 26
th
 to Saturday 31

st
 

December 
 

This will affect other Masses in the parish 
during Christmastide: 

Wednesday 28
th
   Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 

Thursday 29
th
   South Brent 9:15 

a.m. 
CANCELLED 

Friday 30
th
  Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 

For details of other services available in the Abbey visit 

www.buckfast.org.uk or phone 01364 645532  

 

GATHER 2017 Gracious Gift 

We are delighted to announce that catechists, teachers, clergy and 

friends from across the Diocese of Plymouth will be meeting together 

on 3–5 March 2017 at the Best Western Livermead Cliff Hotel 

Torquay for a time of friendship, support and inspiration. The 

weekend will include keynote speakers, plenary talks, shared liturgies, 

quiet space for prayer, a choice of workshops and plenty of time to 

meet, talk, laugh and be encouraged in our faith. Bishop Mark 

O’Toole will celebrate Mass with us. Residential rate £150 (2 nights 

B&B, lunch and dinner on Saturday). Single room supplement £20. 

Non residential rate £40. More details and booking form in the leaflet 

which you can collect from the back of church. We look forward to 

seeing you in Torquay. 
RETREAT IN THE HOLY LAND  
Bishop Emeritus Christopher is leading a retreat focussed on 
Jerusalem in February.  Full details from 5th Gospel Retreats 
(Torquay) Tel. 01803 314868 – Email: info@5gr.org 

http://www.buckfastparish.org.uk/
mailto:parish@buckfast.org.uk
http://www.buckfast.org.uk/
mailto:info@5gr.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your 
lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  

 
A farmer was in town at noon and went 
into a diner for lunch.  When he was 
served he quietly bowed his head and 
gave the Lord thanks for his food. 
Some rough-looking fellows at the next 
table saw him and thought they would give 
him a hard time.  One of them called out, 
“Hey, Farmer, does everyone do that 
where you live?” 
“No, Son,” answered the farmer, “the pigs 
and donkeys don’t” 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

 
"School's out" as they say in places far more hip than Buckfast! But it is 
true, we have already finished for our Christmas break - a whole nine 
days before the big event. For staff, this is a relatively rare treat as they 
now have a little time to relax and clear their minds before Christmas Day 
arrives. For the families of some of our younger children, it may be a little 
trickier as I have visions of small children waking up each morning to find 
that the actual day still hasn't arrived. To be fair to them, tinsel started to 
appear in the shops in November; they have, over the last couple of 
weeks, exchanged Christmas cards, enjoyed our Christmas 
Extravanganza, learnt Christmas carols, seen, if not been, children 
dressed as Mary, Joseph, kings, shepherds, sheep and a donkey. They 
have seen the Christmas raffle prizes assembled in a sparkling array 
outside the office, only to disappear overnight. They have also, 
unbeknownst to most of them, been the lucky recipients of a special piece 
of Christmas kindness. The lady who won the £100 first prize in the raffle 
asked if she could donate it back to school. We are now thinking of 
something special to buy with the money to mark her generosity, so thank 
you, dear lady, you know who you are. Finally, this week they sang in the 
Carol Service in the Abbey and finished the term with a Christmas lunch 
where one hundred and forty-seven people sat down together (our record 
so far). 
The next few days could seem a little dull in comparison but they have 
been learning that Advent is a time for patience, waiting for a great event. 
So hopefully they will be able to enjoy that feeling of anticipation, that 
good things lie just around the corner, and not drive their parents to 
distraction with the Christmas equivalent of "are we nearly there yet?"! 
 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

DIOCESAN CHOIR 
The Diocesan Choir makes an invaluable 
contribution to Diocesan occasions and 
comes together to sing for notable 
Liturgies such as the Chrism Mass and the 
Rite of Election.  It is in need of more 
members, as the numbers have dropped 
in recent years, especially in the tenor and 
bass departments. Fr Tim Lewis would 
need contact details in order to inform 
members of rehearsal times. They usually 
meet on the day of the Rite of Election for 
a short practice, and have a Saturday 
rehearsal a couple of weeks before the 
Chrism Mass. If you are interested, please 
forward your contact details and which 
part you sing (soprano/treble, alto, tenor or 
bass) to timothy.lewis@prcdtr.org.uk 
Thank you. 

 SCLERDER ABBEY 
Chemin Neuf love to welcome people 
from the Diocese, either for private or 
group retreats, conferences, meetings – 
residential or non-residential. They also 
regularly organise and host events 
through the year. Here are a few of 
them for 2017: 
Quiet Days:  
A day long guided retreat, including 
spiritual input, personal prayer and 
common prayer 1st Feb,  29th March,  
10th May 
Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius:  
seven days of guided retreat, to come to 
know Christ more intimately through 
His Word in order to love him, to serve 
better in our everyday life and to 
recognise God’s call.  11th - 18th 
February; 4th - 11th March 
Inner Healing Retreat:  
four days in silence on healing and 
reconciliation, an opportunity to review 
our life’s story in the light of the 
Lord 18th – 22nd April, 28th May – 1st 
June 
Contact: Sclerder Abbey, Sclerder Lane, 
Looe, Cornwall PL13 2JD 01503 272 
238 or email sclerder@chemin-neuf.org 

 

 

Mitzi is a good example of how modest St. Mary’s 
School, Buckfast is.  In her account of the school’s 
doings last week (above), she has not mentioned 
that, in the school league tables published this week, 
our dear parish school has managed to come fifth out 
of all the primary schools in the Devon Local Authority 
area. 
Of course, if we hadn’t, we would be joining in the 
chorus of the schools lower in the table, protesting 
that such comparisons are pretty meaningless, relying 
on the performance of just a few children on a 
particular day.  That really is true, of course, and as a 
governor of a school which is having some struggles 
said to me the other day, no-one goes into teaching 
or governance with any intention other than to do the 
very best for the children in their care. 
So in full acknowledgement of that fact, but also with 
a deep desire to praise and celebrate the fine 
Headteacher, teachers and staff and to congratulate 
all our wonderful children, every one of whom is as 
precious to us as they are to our Heavenly Father, I 
copy below the figures which appeared in The Times 
last Friday: 

 A B C 

Mary Tavy & Brentor 108 10 100 

Cheriton Bishop, Exeter 106 0 100 

Cockwood, Exeter 107 0 91 

Aveton Gifford CofE 105 10 90 

St. Mary’s Buckfast 109 22 89 

Column A   Average score 
Column B   % achieving high score 
Column C   % achieving expected standard 

http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/
mailto:timothy.lewis@prcdtr.org.uk
mailto:sclerder@chemin-neuf.org

