
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 

Monday  St. Stephen 

 
Tuesday St. John the Evangelist 

 
Wednesday Holy Innocents 

 
Thursday St. Thomas Becket 

 
Friday Holy Family 

 
Saturday  Octave of Christmas 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Abbot Anscar Vonier; John Scarrett; Cecilia Pope; Edward Conlon;  
St. George Delisle Gray; Dom Henry Lindeman; Paul Witt; Mary Keating;  

Amelia Munday; Catherine Shillabeer; Fred Morris; Ethel Cross; Clara Sampson;  
Josephine Bellairs Walker; William Langram; Kathleen Vinden; Mary Harvey;  
Agnes Walder; John Kenny; Mary Pinney; Agnes Jones; Br Columban Wanner; 
 Horace Stephens; Dom Martin Griffin; Rowena Caunter; Fr. Joseph Williams; 

 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

25
th

 December, 2016 Birthday of the Lord Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer I 

Readings 
p.98/103 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Midnight: 

 
Day: 

 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections 1
st

 2
nd

 
  Gift Aided Flowers 

Abbey 9 a.m. £50.70 £10.00 £30.00 

Abbey 10:30 a.m. £153.69 £63.08 £29.00 

Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £21.62 £32.85 £32.00 

Ashburton 10:30am £33.30 £23.92 £12.75 

South Brent 9 a.m. £25.00 £41.00 £41.42 
   £42.71   

The collection at the Abbey Carol Service last Saturday raised a magnificent 
£1,408.22 for the Mustard Tree Macmillan Cancer Support Charity at 
Derriford Hospital. 

Times of Masses over the Christmas Period:  Morning Mass in the Abbey is 
at 9 a.m. rather than 8 a.m. on the following days: 

 Monday 26
th

 to Saturday 31
st
 December 

This will affect other Masses in the parish during Christmastide: 

Wednesday 28
th
   Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 

Thursday 29
th

   South Brent 9:15 
a.m. 

CANCELLED 

Friday 30
th
  Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 

For details of other services available in the Abbey visit www.buckfast.org.uk 
or phone 01364 645532  

 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The December draw took place last Thursday; a week before the usual day 

of the month due to Christmas holidays.  Remember that we now give a first 

prize of £25 and a second prize of the remainder of the 50% of monthly 

income.  So the ticket numbers and names of the winners are: 

1
st
:49 Kevin Waterman £25  2

nd
: 75 M. Adderley  £13 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  Tickets still available from Mike 

Lang or Fr. Francis. £1 per month for 12 months.  This lottery has been registered 

with Teignbridge District Council 

RETREAT IN THE HOLY LAND Bishop Emeritus Christopher is leading a 
retreat focussed on Jerusalem in February.  Full details from 5

th
 Gospel 

Retreats (Torquay) Tel. 01803 314868 – Email: info@5gr.org 

http://www.buckfastparish.org.uk/
mailto:parish@buckfast.org.uk
http://www.buckfast.org.uk/
mailto:info@5gr.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  

Twas the week before Christmas and all through the school Not a pupil was silent, no matter what rule. The children were 
busy with paper and paste; The mess that they made with it couldn't be faced. 
The teacher half frantic and almost in tears, Had just settled down to work with her dears, When out in the hall there arose 
such a clatter up sprang the kids to see what was the matter!  
Away to the door they all flew like a flash; The one who was leading went down with a crash. Then what to their wondering 
eyes did appear But a green Christmas tree! (To decorate I fear!)  
When the teacher saw this, she almost grew sick. She knew in a moment it must be (the janator) Old Nick! She ran to the 
door (all her efforts were vain) But she shouted, and stamped, and she called them by name;  
"Now Tommy! Now Sandy, Now Judy and Harry! Stop Billy! Stop Robert! Stop Donny and Sherry! Now get to your places 
get away from the hall Now get away! Get away! Get away all!  
As leaves that before the wild hurricane fly The pupils, pell mell, started scurrying by. They ran to the blackboard and 
skipped down the aisle; Their faces were shining and each had a smile.  
First came a basket of popcorn to string -Then came the Christmas tree (menacing thing). As the tree was brought in there 
arose a great shout; The pupils were merrily romping about.  
The state they were in could lead to a riot; The teacher was sure, if allowed, they would try it. Her nerves how they 
jangled! Her temples were throbbing! The rush of her breath sounded almost like sobbing!  
The lines of her face were as fixed as a mask; It was plain that she didn't feel up to her task. The look in her eye would 
have tamed a wild steer, But the children ignored it; they did every year.  
A tear from her eye and a shake of her head Soon led me to think that she wished she were dead. She spoke not a word 
but went straight to her work, Strung all the popcorn which broke with a jerk.  
But at last it was finished and placed on the tree; Then came the bell and the children were free! Their shrill little voices 
soon faded away And peace was restored at the end of the day. As she looked at the Christmas tree glistening and tall, 
She smiled as she whispered, Merry Christmas to all! 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

By the time you read this, those children who have been waiting all week for Christmas to come with no school to occupy 
their thoughts, will have had their patience rewarded. For most, if not all, of them, it will be a day dominated by presents 
and thoughts of presents, and in that they definitely won't be alone in the world. However, over the past few weeks, they 
have also had the opportunity to learn about the stories behind the giving of gifts, not least through the workshops that 
they have attended at the Abbey Education Department. One of these, the St Nicholas Day celebration, also involves 
them in making gifts, one of which they have to solemnly agree to give away to someone else. Through this, they can 
enjoy that lovely feeling you get when you give someone something 'just right' and maybe learn that this is just as 
delicious a feeling as getting something 'just right' from somebody else. 
Meanwhile, back in school, the three kings, who had been slowly making their way along the corridor towards the nativity 
scene outside the office, have paused for a while but will resume their journey after Christmas and will arrive at just the 
right moment at the stable at the end of the first week back. The children will also understand about this journey having 
listened to the Astronomer's Tale, told to them by Alison Gagg, head of the Education Department, which is the story told 
from the viewpoint of one of the three kings.  So don't despair, there will be children near you who actually do know the 
real meaning of Christmas and the true joy it brings. 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

From Catholic News Service:    BEIRUT, Lebanon - Amid the turmoil in the Middle East and persecution of Christians in 
surrounding countries, the Christmas spirit is evident in Lebanon: sparkling lights, decorated trees and even mangers in 
public places. Maronite Father Joseph Soueid noted that because most of the municipalities in Lebanon are a mix of 
Christian and Muslim, the influence of Christianity gives the Lebanese an opportunity to “make this season a season of 
joy.” 
Muslims also have attended and continue to attend Christian schools in Lebanon. So it follows that “when they grew up, 
they found themselves familiar with our traditions and with the way we celebrate our great celebrations, like Christmas, like 
Easter,” Soueid said. “The splendor of Christmas is not only a feast for the senses in Lebanon, but also a witness of 
Christianity. Sometimes you can feel the spirit of Christmas by the choirs that come out of the churches during this season 
to public places to sing the glory of Jesus,”  
“That’s why I consider that in Lebanon, we do not have a big problem when we spread the good news” through the media, 
on TV, magazines, “everywhere,” he said. “We can share the way we think openly without having any fear of the others. 
Because they accept us.”Gazing at the manger, Samar Youssefa Maronite Catholic from Beirut, said: “Everything 
sparkles. Christmas is when Jesus was born, so we must always remember this before we think about trees and gifts. 
Jesus is the joy of Christmas.” Grace Abou Tayeh smiled as her 1-year-old son, Joe, looked with wonder at the creche.   

“I like when my son sees Jesus inside so he won’t forget what’s the 
meaning of this holiday,” she said.  Her husband, Charbel Abou Tayeh, 
also Catholic, pointed to the appeal of Christmas within other faiths.  “The 
birth of Jesus is for all mankind, so no matter what the religion is - 
Christian, Muslim - it’s for everyone, so we all share the happiness of 
Christmas here in Lebanon.” “And I’m seeing it, even all my Muslim 
friends have (Christmas) trees, and some even have the baby Jesus in 
their houses,” he said, calling it an example of “the unique culture of our 
country.” With 18 religious sects represented in Lebanon, he added, 
“we’re still hanging on here,” referring to the Christian presence. 
Karim Al Younis, a Shiite Muslim visiting Lebanon from Basra, Iraq, 
stopped to gaze at the manger scene. Asked how he feels about the 
display, he told CNS, “What can you see here, except peace, love and 
family?” 

 

 

http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/

