
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Ss. Basil & Gregory 

Tuesday – 
Saturday Christmastide 

 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Frank Gibbon; Helen Kenny; Margaret Barrack; Canon Kenneth Meiklem; Dom Odo Leib; 
Mary Sumner; Alban Atkins; Frederick Witt; Br. Alphonsus Laurent; Kathleen Crowley; 
Katherine Pruett; Edmund Sanderson; Eveline Chichester; Winifred Halse; Angela Burke; 

William Leech; Doreen Trude; 
 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

1st January, 2017 Mary, Mother of God Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.109 

 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  
 

A burglar, needing money to pay his income taxes, decided to burgle the safe in 
the local shop.  On the safe door he was very pleased to find a not reading: “Please 
don’t use dynamite.  The safe is not locked.  Just turn the knob.”   
 

He did so.  Instantly a heavy sandbag fell on him, the entire premises were 
floodlighted, and alarms started clanging.  
 

As the police carried him out on a stretcher, he was heard moaning: “My 
confidence in human nature has been rudely shaken.”  
 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in confidence 
call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.

uk 

RETREAT IN THE HOLY LAND  
Bishop Emeritus Christopher is leading a 
retreat focussed on Jerusalem in 
February.  Full details from 5th Gospel 
Retreats (Torquay) Tel. 01803 314868 – 
Email: info@5gr.org 

 

Christmas Offerings  Gift Aided 
Ashburton 9:30 p.m. £67.55 £65.00 
Abbey Midnight £547.11 £10.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £91.38 £37.00 
Buckfastleigh 9:30 a.m. £44.95 £10.00 
Abbey 9 a.m. £182.81 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £544.44 £100.00 

Second £36.52 £0.00 
Total extra through gift aid   £58.00 

Thank you once again for these generous 
Christmas offerings. 
 

Marriage Matters   
I forgot to put the thoughts for Christmas in last week’s newsletter,  
so here they are:  Christmas:   Excitement and joy 
Mary knew the excitement and joy of this special day; Joseph too. He and Mary were ‘together’ 
beginning a new journey, and no doubt believed all was going to be well. We, too, like Mary and 
Joseph, need to be open to the joy and excitements of new beginnings ‘together’, especially when 
they involve experiences that are totally new. 
 
Mary, Mother of God   A new title 
On our wedding day we received a new and special title  
of ‘Husband’ and ‘Wife’. These titles announce to our family 
and friends our unique and special place in God’s plan for  
us, His Church, and the world. In celebrating this Feast  
Day let us remember who we are and, like Mary, ‘treasure  
and ponder it in our hearts’.  
 

Many hours of work 
behind the scenes 

           went into preparing 
     all the churches in the 

 parish for the Christmas season:  
           crib-builders, sacristans, florists and 
         musicians all did a lot of work before 
        and during the Masses and other 
       services to enhance our liturgy and draw 
   us into worship of the Baby Jesus.  We are 
enormously grateful to all who contributed, 
with their skills, or simply with their presence, 
to helping us all to celebrate Christmas.  In 
token of our gratitude and to celebrate what 
was achieved, some photographs appear 
around the newsletter. (This week they are 
of flowers in the Abbey and in Ashburton.  
Next week flowers in Buckfastleigh and 
South Brent will be displayed) 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ss. Basil & Gregory – these great saints of the early  
centuries of the Church deserve to be better known, so here 
are some biographical notes if you are unfamiliar with them: 
St. Basil was born about 330, the oldest of four sons; three  
of his brothers became bishops, one of whom was St.  
Gregory of Nyssa. St. Basil was a brilliant student born of a  
Christian family in Caesarea, Cappadocia (Turkey). For  
some years, he followed the monastic way of life. He  
vigorously fought the Arian heresy. He became Bishop of  
Caesarea in 370. The monks of the Eastern Church today  
still follow the monastic rules which he set down.  
As bishop, Basil was a courageous and heroic champion  
of the Catholic faith against the Arian heresy. In 372  
Emperor Valens sent Modestus, the prefect, to  
Cappadocia to introduce Arianism as the state religion.  
Modestus approached the holy bishop, upbraided him for his teaching, and threatened  
despoliation, exile, martyrdom, and death. To these words of the Byzantine despot, Basil  
replied with the peace of divine faith: "Is that all? Nothing of what you mentioned touches me.  
We possess nothing, we can be robbed of nothing. Exile will be impossible, since everywhere  
on God's earth I am at home. Torments cannot afflict me, for I have no body. And death is  
welcome, for it will bring me more quickly to God. To a great extent I am already dead; for a  
long time I have been hastening to the grave." Astonished, the prefect remarked: "Till today no  
one has ever spoken to me so courageously." "Perhaps," rejoined Basil, "you have never before met a bishop." Modestus 
hastened back to Valens. "Emperor," he said, "we are bested by this leader of the Church. He  
is too strong for threats, too firm for words, too clever for persuasion." 
Gregory, surnamed the "Theologian" by the Greeks, was born at Nazianz in Cappadocia in 339. 
He was educated at the most famous schools of his time - Caesarea, Alexandria, Athens. At  
Athens he formed that storied bond of friendship with St. Basil which was still flaming with all the fervor of youthful 
enthusiasm when he delivered the funeral oration at the grave of his friend in 381. 
Gregory was baptized in 360, and for a while lived the quiet life of a hermit. In 372 he was consecrated bishop by St. Basil. 
In 381 he accepted the see of Constantinople, but grieved by the constant controversies retired again to the quiet life he 
cherished so highly and dedicated himself entirely to contemplation. 

During his life span the pendulum was continually 
swinging back and forth between contemplation and the 

active ministry. He longed for solitude, but the 
exigencies of the times called him repeatedly to do pastoral 

work and to participate in the ecclesiastical movements of the 
day. He was unquestionably one of the greatest orators of 
Christian antiquity; his many and great accomplishments 

were due in great measure to his exceptional eloquence. His 
writings have merited for him the title of "Doctor of the 

Church." 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The children will return on Tuesday to find the baby Jesus 
in the crib in the nativity scenes in school and the three kings 
will be edging their way towards the stable, following the 
bright star that is guiding them to find the King of Kings. 
Although in all the shops tinsel will be on special offer in an 
effort to clear the decks ready to fill the shelves with Easter 
eggs, the children will be practising carols like "Away in a 
manger" and "We three kings" ready for our Epiphany Mass 
on Friday. It will give us all one last chance to enjoy the 
sounds of Christmas before it is packed away for the rest of 
the year. This moment is all the better in some ways 
because the commercial world has moved on and the real 
message of Christmas is easier to discern without the worry 
of whether you are going to get the latest must-have toy or 
gadget. 
As always, with a new term comes new topics. Burrator are 
looking at the circle of life - I think one of their tasks will be 
to learn how to classify animals and birds into similar 
groups. Last time, I seem to remember this led to some 
interesting ways of dividing us all up based on the presence 
of wings and / or number of legs which didn't work out quite 
as the children had intended. I think the inclusion of 
dinosaurs in one child's Venn diagram really mucked things 
up.... Meanwhile, Fernworthy will be learning about the 
Romans and I am sure that mosaics, composed of millions 
of small squares of paper, will be involved, much to the 
consternation of the cleaners - still, it makes a change from 
glitter! 
So, although it is mid-year for school when it is new year for 
everyone else, may we wish you a very happy new year with 
peace and prosperity but also, if all does not go so well in 
the coming year, that you have the strength and support to 
meet life's challenges head on. 
 

 

 
Our Parish School made the front page of the Mid Devon 
Advertiser over Christmas with a report on their Christmas 
Carol Service.  It was described like this: 
“A packed audience at Buckfast Abbey enjoyed a traditional 
carol service with the school choir soaring into the realm of 
song while the Foundation Unit of three and four-year-olds 
stole the show with their tableau of life ‘away in manger.” 

 

 

Bonus!  An extra joke: 
 

Good news: “All of you slaves on the galley are going to get an 
extra ration of rum with the noon meal” 
 

Bad news: “After lunch, the captain wants to go water-skiing.” 


