
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Baptism of the Lord 
Tuesday  St. Gregory of Nyssa 

Wednesday St. Aelred of Rievaulx 
Thursday St. Benet Biscop 

Friday St. Hilary of Poitiers 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Pansy Smith; Robert Everall; Margaret Everitt; Hester Flinton; Charles Burke;  
Dom Patrick Burke; Rev. Michael O’Brien; Henry Major; Joyce Mousley, Walter Gable; 

Sarah Shaw; Eric Siepmann; Stan Cocks; Laura Strickland; Baroness von Hugel;  
Lucy Floyd; Ernest Tristram; Henry Coventry; Ena Hurtley; Cornelius McManus;  

Henry Collcutt; John Woodward; Julia Mayze; Katie Bragg; Bessie Boyce;  
Elizabeth Chudleigh; Alice Medd; Violet Winstanley; Peter Gompertz; Gladys Stuart;  

Br. Gerard Graham; James Hearn; Ben Wilkins; Dame Christine Lowings OSB; 
 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

8th January, 2017 Epiphany of the Lord Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer I 

Readings p.115 

 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

Teacher: Matilda, go to the map and find North America.  Matilda: Here it is.  Teacher: Correct.  Now, Class, who discovered 
America? Class: Matilda. 
Teacher: Glenn, how do you spell ‘crocodile?’  Glenn: k-r-o-k-o-d-i-l. Teacher: Wrong.  Glenn: Maybe it’s wrong, but you 
asked me how I spell it.   
Teacher: Clyde, your composition on ‘My Dog’ is exactly the same as your brother’s.  Did you copy his?  Clyde: No, Sir, it’s 
the same dog.   
Teacher: Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking when people are no longer interested?  Harold: A teacher? 
 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

RETREAT IN THE HOLY LAND  Tel. 01803 314868 Email: info@5gr.org 
Bishop Emeritus Christopher is leading a retreat focussed on Jerusalem in February.  
Full details from 5th Gospel Retreats (Torquay)  
 

Marriage Matters 
Epiphany of the Lord 

 

Give every fibre of our being 
 

The gift we can give to Jesus 
and to one another is 
ourselves. No matter how long 
we have been married, let us 
still enjoy unwrapping the gift of 
self. Just as, through the grace 
of God, the ‘wise men’ went 
another way, not the world’s 
way, so can we, by giving our 
whole selves, every fibre of our 
being. 
 

We continue last week’s 
celebration and gratitude of all our 
‘Christmas workers’ with 
photographs of the flowers in 
South Brent and Buckfastleigh 
 

 

 

 
  

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £73.60 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £182.50 £78.08 

Second £22.40  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £43.45 £57.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £34.00 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £21.50 £46.00 

   £53.96 
 

Please note that the Mass in 
Ashburton on Wednesday 11th 
January will begin at 9.30 a.m. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

As you know, the children returned to school this week and, as you also know, the kings were on their final leg of the journey 
to the crib to see the baby Jesus who had arrived there in the holidays. Having conscientiously helped them on their journey 
throughout Advent, the person in charge of such things (me) then forgot on Friday to move them to the nativity scene! 
Fortunately, one of the children asked me why the kings were still hanging about on nearby shelves when they should have 
been with Jesus. So we quickly gathered the three of them up and, by break time, when the littlest children went by, they 
were in position, ready for the gasps of excitement as the word went round "the kings are here". 
  

To celebrate Epiphany, we held Mass in the school hall - surprisingly our first Mass in there since it was built. Fr Christopher, 
the school Chaplain, commented on how respectful and reverential the children were throughout. It is at times like this that 
you realise how successful the hall project was, as you do not feel you are sitting in a gym or dining hall but in a place of 
worship and this helps the children to understand the importance of the service. To this end, Fr Christopher had also been in 
to school a couple of days earlier and, using something called "My Mass Kit", he had explained to the children what the 
various things he would use in the service symbolised. I don't think you would find "My Mass Kit" in many places other than 
Catholic schools as it is a soft toy version of the water, "grape juice" (as I was reliably informed by one of the children), chalice, 
etc. But the children clearly understood what each item was for and it helped them follow the proceeding and, actually, it is a 
very cute and useful kit but I don't think it will be making it onto the toy best seller list! 
 
“It is quite easy to see why a legend is treated, and ought to 
be treated, more respectfully than a book of history. The 
legend is generally made by the majority of people in the 
village, who are sane. The book is generally written by the 
one man in the village who is mad.” G. K. Chesterton 

Here are a couple of 
photos of the magnificent 
reliquary in Cologne 
Cathedral which contain 
the bones of the three 
kings.  But how did they get 
there? 
According to the Historia 
Trium Regum, or History of 
the Three Kings, by John of 
Hildesheim, the star that 
heralded the birth of Jesus 
had long been prophesied 
and watched for by the 

people of Ind. Consequently, the people gave gifts to the 
keepers of the Hill of Vaws, a tall hill in the Kingdom of Ind 
that was used as a lookout point, and bade the sentinels, “if 
they saw by night or by day any star in the air, that had not 
been seen aforetime,” to send word to the people of Ind 
Eventually, the star appeared. “…insomuch that when the 
sun was hot and most high there was no difference in 
shining betwixt them.” Following the day of the nativity, “the 
Star ascended up into the firmament, and it had right many 
long streaks and beams, more burning and brighter than a 
brand of fire; and, as an eagle flying and beating the air with 
his wings, right so the streaks and beams of the Star stirred 
about.” 
The star guided each of the kings from his native land. The 
Magi remained in Bethlehem for some time before preparing 
to return home. In a dream, the three kings were told not to 
return to Herod, so they chose to return to their homes by 
another route. When they left Bethlehem, “the Star that had 
gone before appeared no more.” Journeying together for 
many days, they eventually came to the Hill of Vaws, where 
they built a chapel “in worship of the Child they had sought.” 
They agreed to meet at the chapel once a year and 
“ordained that the Hill of Vaws should be their place of 
burial.” 
Many years later, “a little before the feast of Christmas, there 
appeared a wonderful Star above the cities where these 
three kings dwelt, and they knew thereby that their time was 
come when they should pass from earth.” Together, they 
agreed to build “a fair and large tomb” at the Hill of Vaws, 
“and there the three Holy Kings died, and were buried in the  
same tomb by their sorrowing people.” 
Two centuries later Saint Helena, the mother of the Emperor  

 

 
 

 

Constantine, journeyed to Ind and recovered the bodies of 
the three kings from their tomb on the Hill of Vaws. She put 
them into a single chest ornamented with great riches and 
brought the relics to Constantinople and the church of Saint 
Sophia, also known as the Hagia Sophia. In the late sixth 
century, under the Emperor Mauricius, the relics were 
translated to Italy, where “they were laid in a fair church in 
the city of Milan.” 
The relics of the three kings remained in Milan until the 
twelfth century when the city of Milan rebelled against the 
Holy Roman Emperor, Frederick I, also known as Frederick 
Barbarossa. In need of assistance against the Milanese, the 
emperor appealed to Rainald von Dassel, Archbishop of 
Cologne, who recaptured Milan and delivered the city to the 
emperor. In gratitude, and “at the Archbishop’s great 
entreaty,” the emperor transferred the relics to the 
Archbishop in 1164.  
One of the earliest and most intriguing depictions of the Magi 
is a late sixth-century mosaic located at New Basilica of Saint 
Apollinaris in Ravenna, Italy. The the three kings are 
portrayed as men of different ages: Gaspar is depicted as an 
older man with white hair and beard; Balthazar is shown as 
a middle-aged man with dark hair and beard; and Melchior 
is represented as a beardless young man. 
In 2004, Egyptologist Bob Brier and The Learning Channel 
examined whether the bones in the Shrine of the Three 
Kings could possibly be the bones of the Magi, and their 
investigation revealed something remarkable. Scrutinizing 
the cranial sutures of the three skulls kept in the shrine, 
Brier’s team concluded that the skulls appeared to be from 
individuals of different ages: one older (the sutures were 
completely fused), one middle-aged (the sutures were 
mostly fused), and one younger (the sutures were 
incompletely fused). 
Pope Saint Leo, writing in the fifth century, helps keep the 
Magi’s visit to Jesus in perspective: “When a star had 
conducted them to worship Jesus, they did not find Him 
commanding devils or raising the dead or restoring sight to 
the blind or speech to the dumb, or employed in any divine 
action; but a silent babe, dependent upon a mother’s care, 
giving no sign of power but exhibiting a miracle of 
humility.” In the din of our modern world, this message 
of hope and faith may strike some as something of an 
epiphany. 

 

 


