
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday  St. Anthony of Egypt 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Wulstan 

Friday St. Sebastian 
Saturday St. Agnes 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Godden; Alban Ayley; Cynthia Robinson; Anne Rowe; Henry Voisey; Francis 
Hodgson; William Ulyat; Dorothy Lucas; Antony Le Feure; Jane Berry; Ethel Clarke; 
Patrick Concannon; Dom Fergus Dougherty; Robert Lloyd; Dom Savinien Louismet; 

Winifrede Sproston; Aloysius Sproston; Mary de Trafford; Thomasine Martin; Anthony 
Kenley; Dom Gregory Burke; Christopher Laing;    

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

15th January, 2017 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.125 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton Victor Baker 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw;  

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

RETREAT IN THE HOLY LAND  
Tel. 01803 314868 Email: info@5gr.org 
Bishop Emeritus Christopher is leading a 
retreat focussed on Jerusalem in 
February.  Full details from 5th Gospel 
Retreats (Torquay)  

Here’s a final photo of some of the 
Christmas flowers so beautifully 
arranged in the churches around 
the parish.  This display in St. 
Dunstan’s South Brent would have 
figured in last week’s newsletter, 
but for technical difficulties. 

 
 

You will be pleased to hear that 
the collection box by the Crib in 

the Abbey yielded £246.88 for the 
Diocesan Children’s Society. 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £60.20 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £166.01 £88.08 

Second £13.12  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £38.80 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £39.62 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £22.14 £51.00 

   £55.21 
 

Important Notice: The only Mass which will be celebrated 
in this parish on Wednesday 18th January will begin at 8 
a.m. in the Abbey.  Regrettably, it is necessary to cancel 
both the 10 a.m. Mass in Ashburton and the 1205 Mass in 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 

GATHER 2017 Gracious Gift 
We are delighted to announce that 
catechists, teachers, clergy and 
friends from across the Diocese of 
Plymouth will be meeting together 
on 3–5 March 2017 at the Best 
Western Livermead Cliff Hotel 
Torquay for a time of friendship, 
support and inspiration. The 
weekend will include keynote 
speakers, plenary talks, shared 
liturgies, quiet space for prayer, a 
choice of workshops and plenty of 
time to meet, talk, laugh and be 
encouraged in our faith. Bishop 
Mark O’Toole will celebrate Mass 
with us. Residential rate £150 (2 
nights B&B, lunch and dinner on 
Saturday). Single room supplement 
£20. Non residential rate £40. 
More details and booking form in 
the leaflet which you can collect 
from the back of church. We look 
forward to seeing you in Torquay. 

DIOCESAN CHOIR 
The Diocesan Choir makes an invaluable 
contribution to Diocesan occasions and 
comes together to sing for notable Liturgies 
such as the Chrism Mass and the Rite of 
Election.  It is in need of more members, as 
the numbers have dropped in recent years, 
especially in the tenor and bass 
departments. Fr Tim Lewis would need 
contact details in order to inform members 
of rehearsal times. They usually meet on 
the day of the Rite of Election for a short 
practice, and have a Saturday rehearsal a 
couple of weeks before the Chrism Mass. If 
you are interested, please forward your 
contact details and which part you sing 
(soprano/treble, alto, tenor or bass) to 
timothy.lewis@prcdtr.org.uk Thank you. 
 
This Sunday is designated by the Church 
as Peace Sunday, so the newsletter 
includes some comments and reflections 
on peace-making by Pax Christi.  
Donate to help their work for peace at 
http://paxchristi.org.uk/  

The non-violence of Jesus in not: 
passive He did not shrink from conflict: He 
went to Jerusalem knowing that he would 
be killed (Mt 20: 17-19) 
meak & mild He stood up to the powerful 
defeatist He seizes the initiative, asks, or 
does, the unexpected.  Whose head is on 
the coin? (Mk 12: 13-17).  Rides into 
Jerusalem on a donkey not a warhorse. (Mt 
21: 1-11) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

Miles: “Suppose you loan Ralph ten poinds and he agrees 
to repay you at the rate of a dollar a week.  How much 
money would you have after seven weeks?” 
 

Jay: “Nothing.” 
 

Miles: “Nothing?  You don’t know much about Maths.” 
 

Jay: “You don’t know much about Ralph.” 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

There were two things on the horizon at St Mary's this week. One was pre-planned, one was caused by media hype but both 
needed their own preparations. 
The former was the first visit to the school by Bishop Mark and for this, obviously, we wanted the school to be looking its best. 
The carpets had been cleaned in the holidays and I had tried to ensure that they stayed looking nice by glaring at children as 
they came in after play and growling "wipe your feet" (and, no, I wasn't saying "please"!). Christmas had been tidied away 
and the rooms and displays checked over and spruced up. The children had been practising their readings, prayers and 
hymns for a liturgy and all was ready for the Bishop to arrive on the Friday. 
The latter was the forecast bad weather. From Monday onwards, staff had been speculating on whether we would be closing 
due to wintry weather. By Thursday I had to inform Miss Slack, who was away on a course, that I may not be responsible for 
my actions if anyone mentioned the "s" word to me again. Unfortunately, Miss Slack thought the "s" word was SATs and said 
"okay, but is there any snow?" Aargh! Anyway the day continued with people looking at the torrential rain and referring to it, 
hopefully, as "wintry" and later when the showers eased, started to claim it was snowing. It was at this point I had to intervene 
and explain, that as far I understood it, one snowflake with several raindrops was technically sleet. Staff left on Thursday 
evening still discussing the possibility of closure. Not wishing to appear too sceptical, I sent out the emergency contact list ... 
just in case, and made sure there was enough salt for the paths if needed. 
Well, as it happened, the Bishop was poorly and didn’t come, and a sprinkling of snow appeared but nowhere near the school, 
but at least we are well prepared for next time! 
  

Marriage Matters      Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
We need ‘power from on high’ 
 
Were Jesus’ fears eased when he heard the Father was 
‘well pleased’? He was empowered by the Holy Spirit to 
begin his mission: to bring to the world the Good News of 
God’s compassion, mercy and forgiveness for our sins.  By 
daily dialogue about concerns and issues and by seeking 
‘help from on high’, we can overcome our fears.   
 

SCLERDER ABBEY 
Some events organised by Chemin Neuf: 
Quiet Days:  
A day long guided retreat, including spiritual input, 
personal prayer and common prayer 1st Feb,  29th March,  
10th May 
Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius:  
seven days of guided retreat, to come to know Christ 
more intimately through His Word in order to love him, 
to serve better in our everyday life and to recognise God’s 
call.  11th - 18th February; 4th - 11th March 
Inner Healing Retreat:  
four days in silence on healing and reconciliation, an 
opportunity to review our life’s story in the light of the 
Lord 18th – 22nd April, 28th May – 1st June 
Contact: Sclerder Abbey, Sclerder Lane, Looe, Cornwall 
PL13 2JD 01503 272 238 or email sclerder@chemin-
neuf.org 
 

In October 1962 the United States found proof that Soviet 
missiles had been positioned in Cuba.  President Kennedy 
announced a blockade on Soviet ships approaching Cuba 
and for a week a nuclear war seemed a terrible possibility.  
Using every diplomatic avenue behind the scenes, 
Kennedy asked Pope John XXIII to help diffuse the tension.  
At his weekly audience the Pope delivered this veiled 
comment: “The Pope always speaks well of those 
statesmen, on whatever side, who strive to come together 
to avoid war and bring peace to humanity.”  He sent a 
message to Moscow appealing for negotiations to continue 
for the sake of peace.  These encouraging signals enabled 
President Khrushchev to overrule more combative 
colleagues, withdraw the missiles from Cuba and portray 
himself as a dignified peacemaker.  Khrushchev later said: 
‘What the Pope has done for peace will go down in history.’ 

The nonviolence of Jesus: 
Challenges the culture and status quo to demonstrate 
God’s inclusiveness: 
• Jesus related to the presence of God in everyone 

including those outcast or shunned – prostitutes, lepers, 
the poor…eating with tax collectors and sinners (Mk 2: 
15-17) 

• His message goes beyond the House of Israel.  
Samaritans shown to be good (Lk10: 25-37) and grateful 
(Lk 17: 11-19) Canaanite woman’s faith (Mt 15: 21-28) 

Breaks the rules sometimes to demonstrate what is 
important to God: 
• On the Sabbath – picking grain (Mk 2:23-28) healing the 

blind man (Jn 9:13-16) 
• His disciples not washing hands (Mk 7: 1-13) or fasting 

(Mk 2: 18-20) 
• Speaking to the Samaritan woman alone (Jn 4: 5-42); 

touching the woman with the haemorrhage (Mk 5: 25-
34) 

Confronts the powerful 
• exposing hypocrisy in people who ‘count dill and cumin 

but neglect mercy (Mt 23) 
• Exploitation by money-changers – his prophetic 

demonstration provoked the chief priests and scribes 
(Mk 11: 15-19) 

• Speaking truth to power – the Pharisees (Mt 21: 23-27; 
Jn 8: 3-11) and Roman governor Pilate (Jn 18: 33-40) 

Accepts suffering willingly, but does not inflict suffering 
• Rejected any retaliation by James and John for insult by 

Samaritan village (Lk 9:51-56) and use of a sword in 
Gethsemane (Mt 26: 49-55) 

• Armed only with truth and love – absolute nonviolence 
of the cross as the way to resurrection 

• Jesus knew when it was wise to withdraw from a violent 
situation: ‘he passed through the midst of them and went 
on his way.’ (Lk 4: 28-29) 


