
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday  St. John Bosco 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Presentation of the Lord 

Friday St. Anscar 
Saturday Feria 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

  Frances O’Dea; John Gregory; Norah Torrington; Dame Mildred Murray-Sinclair;  
Dom Martin Brüchlen; Florence Phillips; Evelyn Hatch; Joyce Bullard; Harold Sampson; 

Joseph Walter; Ernest Richards; Helen Kenny; Charles Lord Clifford; Lillian Trude;  
Doreen  Legg; John Ash; Canon Higgins; Freda Alexander; Marion Temple;  

Edward Stevens; Francis Scarrett; Wilfrid Routley; David Weaver; Canon Robert Lyons; 
Robert Young; Tom Ashton; Dorothy Gowen; Adah Walker; Edward Banks;     

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton Victor Baker 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

To request prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Being human - we are human be-ings, not do-ings 

With the ever-increasing pace of life, when do we get a chance ‘to 
be’? Today, the Word of God is intended to relate more to the deeper 
aspects of our humanity and the inner essence of our being, and the 
qualities of our personhood. It’s about the ways we relate to each 
other in our marriages, our families, our communities. 
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £65.70 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £182.53 £68.08 

Second £9.57  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £28.10 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £24.68 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £15.20 £49.66 

   £47.38 
 

After the 1030 Mass at the Abbey. 
 

 
 

When coffee/tea after the 1030 Mass at the Abbey was introduced, it 
was envisaged as an opportunity for a little social time over a hot drink 
and a biscuit before we went on our way.  Over time it has become an 
event in itself, rather than something which supports the liturgy just 
celebrated:  The Holy Eucharist puts before us a model of Christian 
love and gives us the grace to put it into practise. This social time after 
Mass provides an opportunity to do so through expressions of 
kindness and welcome to all. 

As always, all members of the congregation are cordially invited to 
join in this time of fellowship in the Violet Evelyn Hall.  So that it can 
be just that, the scale of the event will be reduced from this Sunday, 
with hot drinks and biscuits only being available. 

So as to ensure that it remains an expression of our Christian charity 
and community, may I ask everyone who takes part to join in as one 
who comes ‘not to be served, but to serve.’ (Matthew 20:28) Some 
preparations are made before Mass, but it is not appropriate for 
people to leave Mass before it ends in order to get things ready, so I 
request your patience if it takes a few minutes for hot drinks to be 
available.  May I also ask that everyone be willing to serve others and 
to help with clearing up.  Please do not leave your cups or plates for 
others to wash.  

With these little acts of mutual service, we build up our community of 
Christian love and peace.    Fr. Francis 
 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The January draw took place last Thursday.  Remember 
that we now give a first prize of £25 and a second prize 
of the remainder of the 50% of monthly income.  So the 
ticket numbers and names of the winners are: 

First Prize (£25) 
Number 43 Sr. Catherine Malone 

Second Prize (£14) 
Number 59 Mrs. Jo Hayes 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal. Tickets from 
Mike Lang or Fr. Francis. £1 per month for 12 months. 

This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District 
Council 

While lamenting the short-sightedness of those 
who decided to close our hospital this week, we 
have a couple more photos to console ourselves 
that we tried our best to save it: 

 

Next weekend there will be a second collection 
for the Parish Syria Appeal 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Having told you that Burrator were studying the circle of 
life for their topic and Fernworthy the Romans (and yes, 
there has been a sharp increase in the quantity of small 
squares of coloured paper around the place),I don't think I 
mentioned that Venford are thinking about superheroes 
and Meldon's topic is bears. The latter topic has required 
a number of small children to bring in their teddy bears for 
show and tell. Although to be fair, given the relative size of 
the bears in question to the children involved, on some 
occasions it could be suggested that the bears are bringing 
in their children. One of the things they are looking forward 
to doing is having a teddy bears' picnic for which they will 
be making bear biscuits and buns but, importantly, they 
will be learning to share and take turns not just with their 
bears but with each other. 

 
Venford's topic means that they are learning about 
superheroes which obviously catches their interest as they 
immediately think of fictional characters with super 
powers. However, they will also think about their own 
super powers and how their own strengths will help them 
through life. The topic also allows them to look at real life 
superheroes like doctors, firemen and police and people 
in history who have made a real difference in the world. 
They are learning about Florence Nightingale in particular 
- a real superwoman when such things were truly rare! We 
are also hoping to get a policeman to come in to talk to the 
children (personally, I'm hoping we could get one of the 
dog handlers in with one of their super trained pooches but 
the excitement that could cause could be too much for all 
of us!) 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

Boss: The main thing to remember is that repetition, 
repetition, repetition is the keynote!  If you have a product 
to sell, keep harping on it every possible way, cram it down 
people’s throats…make yourself sickening and reulsive if 
you have to, but don’t ever forget to repeat and repeat and 
repeat! It’s the only way to get results! 
Employee: Yes, Sir. 
Boss: And now, what was it you came in to see me about? 
Employee: Well, Sir, a raise! A raise! A raise! A raise! A 
raise! A raise! A raise! A raise… 

Excerpt from an article by John Allen, Editor of CruxNow, the 
American Catholic news website, 15th January 2017: 
Right now, it's impossible to say whether Christianity will 
survive in Iraq or Syria. Yet one thing can be said with 
certainty: If it does, it will be because of groups such as Aid to 
the Church in Need, which has been leading a "Dunkirk in 
reverse," aimed not at getting Christians out but helping them 
to stay, delivering both emergency humanitarian assistance 
and also long-term support for reconstruction and 
sustainability of Christian communities. 
Founded in 1947 in the rubble of post-war Europe, ACN’s 
original mission was to support the persecuted church behind 
the Iron Curtain at the explicit request of Pope Pius XII. Since 
the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 it’s expanded its scope to 
include support for suffering Christians everywhere, and 
today, above all, that means the Middle East. 
Between January 2011 and August, ACN has pumped around 
$45 million into relief efforts targeted at Christians in Iraq, 
Syria and Lebanon alone, paying for food, clothing, medicine, 
and shelter, as well as investing in micro-scale economic 
development to allow those Christians to envision a future. 
In other large-scale crises, such contributions by faith-based 
groups would be an important but, relatively speaking, minor 
part of the overall humanitarian response, most of which 
would be funded by public-sector funds from organizations 
such as the UN, USAID, and so on. Yet in the case of Iraq 
and Syria, almost none of the funding provided by those 
government sources actually reaches Christians, because it’s 
targeted at massive camps erected for refugees and internally 
displaced persons, and most Christians won’t go there 
because they fear the camps may be hijacked by Islamic 
radicals. The UN and USAID won’t give money directly to the 
local Christian churches, in part over the usual Western hang-
ups about church/state separation. 
The same holds true for local governments. Sarkis 
Boghjalian, ACN’s US director, explained that in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, the deal was explicit - Kurdish officials told Church 
leaders, “We’ll take care of the Muslims, you take care of the 
Christians.” 
The Kurds have been willing to give Church leaders what they 
need in terms of zoning permits and freedom of action, 
Boghjalian said, but not a single cent in public money. He 
explained that at the moment, ACN is participating in a joint 
effort with other donor agencies and also local church leaders 
in Iraq to develop a needs assessment, outlining what it’s 
going to take over the long term to make it possible for the 
country’s historic Christian communities to rebuild and to 
endure. He estimates the price-tag could be in the 
neighborhood of $250 to $300 million, noting that everything 
is dependent on the security situation, and in the absence of 
a serious international strategy to guarantee peace, it’s 
difficult to plan for much of anything. 
In the first place, the reason there’s even a nucleus of 
Christian life left in the two martyred nations of Iraq and Syria 
is because of the grit of the local Christians themselves, most 
of whom are conscious of their heritage and are willing to 
endure incredible hardship before they give it up. 
In the second place, however, it’s because in a time of 
widespread indifference, a few determined groups have 
launched one of the greatest private rescue operations in 
Christian history, making it possible to at least ponder what 
might come next. 
Churchill once referred to Dunkirk as a “miracle of 
deliverance.” What ACN and other groups are providing 
instead right now is in essence a “miracle of delay,” buying 
precious time for the rest of the world, including the 
international powers that be, to step up before it’s too late. 
Here’s hoping their miracle won’t be in vain. 
 

Read the full article: https://cruxnow.com  
 

                 


