
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. Paul Miki & Companions 
Tuesday  Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Scholastica 
Saturday St. Benedict of Aniane 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

  William Ryan; Elizabeth Beard; Kate Turner; Emily Richardson; Mary Conlon; Prudence 
Davies; Edward Banks; Denis Knight; Jerome Dawson; Roy Andrews; Vincent Jennings; 
Samuel Gayton; Margaret Colly; Frederick Neale; Gilbert Moore; John Naylor; Albert 

Ghewy; Guy Wetherall; Annie Boyce; Andrew Straw;   

May they rest in peace 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton Victor Baker 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

To request prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

To ensure a full idea of the daily life of a Headteacher was 
provided, I was able to interrupt on a regular basis to keep 
Miss Slack appraised of flood levels, etc. but I was also able 
to ask her to come and see our latest club in action, the 
Pokemon club. At break time on a Thursday, the older 
children from Burrator, patiently and kindly, explain to the 
small children from Venford how to play Pokemon cards and 
share their own cards so that they can all have a game. You 
only realise how patient the children are being when you see 
how complicated it is to play. I've listened three times now 
and I still have no idea how a Gruffledup can outdo a 
Slitherytrop (well, that's what it sounded like to me). Also, 
the littlest children are listening attentively and respectfully 
to everything they are being told. It is a pleasure to supervise 
.... unlike the very challenging knitting club I used to help at 
(knit one, drop five, make a knot, knit four). 

 
Anyway, hopefully, Mr Taylor saw school life as it really is - 
challenges and joys all mixed together in one very tight 
bundle! 

 
  

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £42.65 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £176.53 £48.08 

Second £15.77  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £24.50 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £24.03 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £58.21 £42.00 

   £41.71 
 
This weekend there will be a second collection 
for the Parish Syria Appeal 

Marriage Preparation Facilitators needed  
Marriage Care is a faith-based organisation which draws on its 
Catholic Christian tradition and contemporary research to help 
couples in both good times and bad. We provide marriage preparation 
and relationship counselling and are looking for volunteer facilitators 
to join our friendly local team. Marriage Preparation Course 
Facilitators present and facilitate marriage preparation days for small 
groups of engaged couples (training for the role is provided). For more 
information or to apply, visit: www.marriagecare.org.uk or email 
volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week we welcomed to St Mary's the newly appointed 
Chief Operating Officer of Plymouth CAST, Mr Marcus 
Taylor. Mr Taylor had asked Miss Slack if he could "shadow" 
her for a morning to get an idea of the everyday life of one of 
the schools in the Multi Academy Trust.  So, was the sun 
beaming down on the school making it look like the little gem 
that it is, nestled in the beautiful Devon countryside? No, the 
weather could only be described as dismal - cold, wet, windy! 
As Mr Taylor arrived the doors were rattling on their hinges, 
a minor leak in the hall foyer went from a damp patch to a 
steady drip (sufficient to fill one of the lights and blow the 
fuse) and a blocked drain was threatening to become more 
than a bit whiffy. Still, we are nothing at St Mary's if not up 
for a challenge. Miss Slack had prepared a PowerPoint 
itemising all the plates she must keep spinning, as 
Headteacher, in order to ensure that standards continue to 
rise and the children at St Mary's reach their full potential. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage Matters  Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Unity is the key 
When we married, a new flame was lit in our Church, signified 
by the lighting of a new candle as we made our vows and 
became “Little Church” together.  Now, as we think of our life 
up to now, we can see how our love has been reflected on to 
our children, our family and our Church community.  
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

On an army exercise the officer told the men: “instead of 
using live ammunition, in place of firing your rifle, shout 
“bang, bang.” In place of using your knife shout “stab, stab.”  
In place of throwing a grenade shout “Lob, lob.” 
 
The exercise got going and one of the soldiers saw one of 
the ‘enemy.’  “Bang, bang,” he shouted, but nothing 
happened.  He ran forward shouting “Stab, stab” but the 
enemy stood his ground.  The soldier ran back and shouted 
“Lob, lob.”  Still nothing. 
 
The soldier walked up to the ‘enemy’ and said “You’re not 
playing fair.  I went “Bang, bang,” and “stab, stab,” and “lob, 
lob” and you haven’t fallen dead yet!” 
The enemy growled: “Rumble, rumble.  I’m a tank.” 
 
 

Pope Francis recently sent Vatican official Monsignor Giampietro 
Dal Toso to visit the war-torn city of Aleppo. He did so from January 
18-23, meeting refugees, several Catholic charities and even the 
Grand Imam of Aleppo, accompanied by Cardinal Mario Zenari, the 
papal ambassador in the country who received the red hat from 
Francis last November. Crux journalist, Inés San Martin, interviewed 
him on his return: 
Crux: You’ve just arrived from Aleppo. What’s the situation? 
Dal Toso: I went because I received a very strong appeal from the 
Holy Father to go to Aleppo as a sign of the closeness from the 
universal church to Syrian Christians, and to the entire population 
that has lived in these years a very dramatic situation. The level of 
destruction of the city varies according to the zone. The central and 
east regions have been heavily destroyed and greatly affected by 

the  war, while the west side less so. But all the citizens are suffering the consequences of the war. 
Is there anything in particular that impressed you during the visit? 
The impression I got of the Christian community is that people are very close to each other, connected, and that they’re strong. 
They’ve reacted and continue to react to this situation with hope. However, the situation remains very difficult: The fact that 
the city is once again under control of the government does not mean that everything has gone back to normal.  The people 
in Aleppo today don’t have water or electricity. The cost of things is very high and there are very few jobs. This means that 
socially, the challenges are very many. In addition, many people today have no house, because much of the city has been 
destroyed, and many have absolutely nothing. This means that we have to help them with everything: from rebuilding their 
homes to giving them clothes and food. And we also have to think about children, many of whom do not know what a school 
is, because during this difficult situation they could not go. 
How can Christians around the world help those in Syria? 
There are many organizations working today in Syria. On the first day of my visit, I was in Damascus, and there are many 
Catholic organizations helping, which shows a great interest from the universal church in helping our brothers in Syria and 
Iraq, and there are many programs providing psychological assistance, humanitarian aid, assisting in the reconstruction of 
homes, and providing pastoral accompaniment. 
There are many areas where it is clear that the universal church is helping, through many organizations. But the help is also 
evident from one diocese to another. I want to emphasize that the local churches, which are of various rites, are also doing 
extraordinary work to help the faithful. Not only from the economic point of view, but also helping in other ways, such as the 
education of children. 
During your visit you met the Great Mufti of Aleppo. How important will interreligious cooperation be in the 
reconstruction of the city? 
Not only in rebuilding the city, but interfaith cooperation is going to be a key issue in Syria’s future. We cannot forget that each 
society is a fabric that has many components, and each society can survive if that issue is compact. We know that in Syria 
there has been for many years a good relationship of coexistence between Christians and Muslims, and this has to be so in 
the future. And I had the impression that there is willingness on the part of the Muslim community to guarantee that this 
continues to be the case. 

 

Next Sunday, 28 people will be heading off on the Parish 
Pilgrimage which this year will take in Rome and places of 
spiritual interest to the south-east.  You may be interested 
to see the itinerary so that you can pray for their spiritual and 
physical wellbeing.  I’m sure they will be praying for us, too. 
Sunday 12th February: check in to Domus Carmelitana, 
Rome. 
Monday:  Holy Mass in the Church of San Lazzaro in Via 
Trionfale; visit San Lorenzo Fuori le Mura and Santa Croce 
in Gerusalemme 
Tuesday: Churches in the centre of Rome including: Holy 
Mass in Chiesa Nuova (Saint Philip Neri), Sant’ Andrea della 
Valle; San Luigi (with it’s Caravaggios  the Life of St. 
Matthew); the Gesu. 
Wednesday: A free day (on which many will visit the Vatican, 
I’m sure); in the evening: Holy Mass in Santa Maria in 
Trastevere, Evening Prayer with the Sant’ Egidio 
Community; dinner in their restaurant in Trastevere. 
Thursday: Holy Mass in the Catacombs of Domitilla followed 
by a tour; move on to a hotel in the town of Fiuggi 
Friday: Holy Mass and tour of the Abbey of Montecassino.  
After lunch, tour of the Cistercian Abbey of Casamari. 
Saturday: Holy Mass and tour of the Carthusian monastery 
of Trisulti.  Free afternoon to explore Fiuggi 
Sunday: Tour, followed by Holy Mass in the Cathedral of 
Anagni; travel to the airport for the return flight to Bristol 

Buon viaggio!!! 
 


