
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday  Ss. Cyril & Methodius 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Sandys; Gertrude Henle; Dom William Henle; Verity Rowe; Joseph Hawkins;  
Olive Elliott; Jan Tarasiuk; Florence Colborne; Bessie Highmore; Dom Boniface Bush; 

Francis Craig-McFeely; Elsie Lee; Muriel Taylor; Helen Wetherall;  
Emily O’Shea; Frances Shorland;   

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

12th February, 2017 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Readings p.136 

 
Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton Victor Baker 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

To request prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £78.33 £20.00 £77.50 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £199.98 £48.08 £191.81 £296.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £28.00 £37.85 £13.50 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £23.88 £13.92 £11.00 £5.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £22.00 £48.00 £36.65 £126.00 

   £41.96   £116.75 
Another wonderful collection in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal: You gave 
£797.46 which, with monastery matching and gift aid means that this time 
£1,711.67 has been given to Aid to the Church in Need. In addition, the winner 
of the first prize in January’s lottery has donated the £25 to the appeal. So 
thank you all, once again! 

Mardi Gras 
Mardi Gras! 

Tuesday, February 28th, 2017.  7–9:30 p.m.  
in the Grange Restaurant.  

 

This year there is a German theme, trying to emulate 
that country’s vigorous celebration of Karneval (photos on 

the right show just how vigorous!) 
Glühwein, Bratwurst with German salads; pickled herring 

salad, kleine zwiebelfladen, pancakes, krapfen,  fruit 
salad  

Tickets: £8 per adult; those aged 18 or under go FREE, 
but must have a ticket and be with someone over 18. 

 

Cash bar; raffle in aid of CAFOD (please donate a prize).   
Dress: Germanic.  There will be a prize for the best 

outfit! 
 

Tickets will be available after each Sunday Mass from next weekend, 
18/19 February (must be purchased in advance) Correct money would 
be really helpful; also, sellers have been asked not to hand over tickets 
for a promise to pay later 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage Matters  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Making the right choices 
 

Choices! How difficult sometimes to make the right choices. 
What to eat today, how to save money, what clothes to 
wear, what we or our children need. For Christians, prayer 
and a set of Christian values influence the choices we 
make. Why not ask the Lord’s help to decide what issue is 
uppermost for us today and dialogue about it?  
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
Recommending him to his new superior, a captain wrote of a corporal: “This man is a great soldier, and he’ll be even better 
if you can stop him gambling.”  The new CO said to the corporal “I don’t approve of your gambling.  What do you bet on?” 
“Oh anything, Sir.” said the corporal.  “For instance, I’ll bet you next month’s pay that you’ve got a birthmark under your 
right arm.”  The CO snapped, “Put down your money.”  He then stripped to the waist and showed there was no birthmark.  
Pocketing the money and dismissing the corporal, he couldn’t wait to phone the other captain: “That old corporal of yours 
won’t be in a hurry to make a bet after what I just did to him.”  “Don’t be too sure,” said the captain, mournfully.  “He just 
wagered me 20 to 200 that he’d get you to take your shirt off five minutes after he reported.” 
 

Marriage Preparation Facilitators needed  
Marriage Care is a faith-based organisation which draws on 
its Catholic Christian tradition and contemporary research 
to help couples in both good times and bad. We provide 
marriage preparation and relationship counselling and are 
looking for volunteer facilitators to join our friendly local 
team. Marriage Preparation Course Facilitators present and 
facilitate marriage preparation days for small groups of 
engaged couples (training for the role is provided). For more 
information or to apply, visit: www.marriagecare.org.uk or 
email volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Somehow, without enough time seeming to have 
passed, we have reached the mid-point of the school 
year. On Thursday, the children finished school for the 
half term holiday. This does mean that it can snow as 
much as it likes for the next nine days and there will be 
no-one worrying about spending the night snowed in 
with up to eighty-four children or listening to the 
evening weather forecast and wondering whether they 
should be getting up early to ring fifty-eight families, 
plus staff, to tell them that school will be closed. In fact, 
as I sit here writing this, a few actual flakes are falling, 
completely on their own, no rain in sight, so definitely 
snow, not sleet, not a wintry shower, but your actual 
snow! Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow! As they may, 
or may not, say. 

 

 
The final event of the half term was a performance by 
each class, to a hall packed with parents and families, 
of the dances they have been learning this half term. In 
spite of a slight delay due to some technical difficulties, 
which always seem so much worse when you are being 
watched by a crowd, the performances went off well to 
great applause! This brought a busy week to an end 
during which we had yet more visitors, experts in their 
field, who came to check the standards of the school. 
We welcomed Sister Mary-Jo who was verifying, the 
current term is "moderating", the judgements made in 
our RE inspection, and also Andrew Brierly, our new 
School Improvement Partner, who worked with Miss 
Slack to assess the effectiveness of our support for the 
disadvantaged children in the school. Reports will be 
received in due course and acted upon accordingly but 
not before the staff have had a well-earned break - in 
particular, Miss Slack who will be setting off on the 
Parish pilgrimage with a number of you for the week. 
I'm sure she will squeeze in the occasional check of her 
emails but will hopefully come back fully refreshed, 
albeit a little tired from a late return the night before, a 
week on Monday! 
 

BAN THE BOX  Bishop Mark writes: In November, the Bishops’ Conference passed the following resolution:   
“Recognising the central role of employment 
in helping people leaving prison to become 
reintegrated into society, the Bishops’ 
Conference agrees to ‘Ban the Box’ in their 
diocesan recruitment practices which 
requires someone who has completed a 
prison sentence to disclose their conviction.”  At a press conference announcing this, Cardinal Vincent indicated that this allows people to discuss their conviction at a later stage in the recruitment process and to put their past in context and show who they really are.  Of course convictions will have to be disclosed and, where necessary, DBS checks have to be undertaken. Yet it is important that people are not written off without a hearing for actions in the past which may no longer have a bearing on their future.  Further discussions will take place about how the Church can ban the box in its recruitment processes while making sure that safeguarding is never compromised and remains paramount.   
 


