
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 
Saturday Lent 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

M. Radford; Hilda Robinson; Dorothy Green; Robert Turnbull; Dom Pascal Dowling; Isobel 
McMurtrie; Cecil Tancred; Beatrice Lewis; Albert Pruett; Patricia Bachelor; Dr. Ironside; 
Mary Witt; Florence Ratcliffe; Anne Hogg; Gertrude Hutchinson; Mary Vine; Francis 

Bowen; Maria Hirsch; Ena Hartley; Ronald Hext; Albert Bond; Richard Northcott; Sheila 
Horak; John French; Robert Coates; Maureen Williams; Ruth Milton; 

 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

5th March, 2017 First Sunday of Lent Readings p.151 

 
Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk   

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton Victor Baker 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

To request prayers in 
confidence call  
01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Society for the Protection of Unborn Children 
1967-2017: over 8.7 million children are missing from Britain.  Now is the time 
to stop the killing. 
Hear up-to-date information about the reality of abortion and how you can help 
protect unborn babies and their mothers. 

 

Tuesday 21st March, 2017 
 

1.45 p.m. St. Cuthbert’s Conference Centre, Buckfast Abbey, TQ11 0EG 
7.15 p.m. Plymouth Cathedral Centre, Wyndham Street West, PL1 5HW 
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £78.37 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £171.19 £23.08 

Second £38.11  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £36.50 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £34.76 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £26.22 £49.00 

   £37.21 
 

Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer Camps 
Will be “Living in God’s Kingdom”  at Grangehurst, Buckfast Abbey 

Senior Camp & St. Petroc’s (school years 11-13) 30th July – 4th August 
Junior Camp  6th – 11th August 

Applications are now being taken. Camp details and application forms can be 
obtained from your parish priest or on-line from the camp website: 
www.pdsummercamps.org.uk  Prompt applications are advisable. 

 

Ecumenical religious activities in Ashburton during Lent: 
• 5 Mondays, beginning 6th March, at 10.30 a.m. in St. Andrew’s Church 

Hall: Bible discussion group led by Marion Kaye, Anglican licensed Lay 
Reader. 

• 5 Wednesdays, beginning 8th March, at 7.30 p.m. in the Catholic Parish 
Rooms: “Conversations through Lent”; discussions based on the Lent 
Gospel readings prepared by Rev. Kevin Hooke, Methodist Minister. 

 

The quarterly Parish Syria Appeal 
meeting will take place at the 
Abbey on Wednesday 8th March. 
We will begin with Holy Mass, 
praying for all who are suffering, 
at 7.15 p.m. in St. Michael’s Chapel 
at the Abbey 
Moving to the parish meeting 
room, we will take stock of what 
has been achieved and plan future 
efforts.  Including a time of 
fellowship and refreshment, we 
aim to finish at around 8.15 p.m. 

Lent Fast Day: Friday,10th March 
Next weekend there will be a second 

collection of the proceeds of your fasting 
 

Fast Day Prayer: 
 

God of love, Maker of all, transform my 
heart through my Lenten journey of 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
 

Help me to see the dignity in all my sisters 
and brothers, made in your image and 
likeness. 
 

Inspire me to share the fruits of your 
creation so that all your people can 
become artisans of their own destiny. 
 

Through Christ our Lord,  Amen. 

 
“For your mighty deeds, O God of mercy, 
may your people offer endless thanks, 
and, by observing the age-old disciplines 
along their pilgrim journey, may they merit 
to come and behold you for ever.” 

• Stations of the Cross 
• The sorrowful mysteries of the rosary;  
• Benediction. 
• Refreshments 
Please note the earlier starting time of  
5 p.m. on the next five Fridays. 
Also on these days there is Stations of the 
Cross in the Abbey at 8:30 p.m.  

 
10th March Ashburton 
17th March South Brent 
24th March Buckfastleigh 
31st March Ashburton 

7th April Buckfastleigh 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage Matters   First Sunday of Lent  
 

Avoid independence 
Today, both Eve and Jesus are tempted to become 
independent, to turn away from the love of God. In 
marriage, we can think we have a right to fulfil our own 
desires without considering our partner, but we need 
to share these deepest hopes and dreams, and be 
prepared to hear the impact on our loved one and our 
relationship. 
 
“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 

rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

To make a smile come, so they say,  
brings 15 muscles into play. 

But if you want a frown to thrive  
you have to use some 65! 

 
Did you hear about the man who read that smoking 
was bad for your health?  He immediately gave up 
reading. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
One of the highlights this week was World Book Day. This event has been designated by UNESCO as a worldwide 
celebration of books and reading, and marked in over one hundred countries. The main aim for us, as a school, is to 
encourage children to explore the pleasures of books and reading. They also get the opportunity to have a book of their own 
as each of the children receives a token for £1 which they can use to buy from a choice of books specially priced at £1 for 
the event or which they can use towards the cost of any book they want to buy.  
We celebrate this each year in different ways but for the last two or three years we have managed not to dress up as a book 
character. I say “managed not to” because excitement levels go through the roof as characters of all shapes and sizes turn 
up but I, personally, am not sure about how much more reading goes on in the day. However, as we haven’t celebrated in 
this way for a while, there was a lot of effort put into costumes – not least amongst the staff. For example, Mary Poppins 
turned up to run the school aided by a motley crew - Bilbo Baggins taught Burrator, complete with gold ring and hairy feet 
(!); Boudicca, resplendent in a truly awesome (trust me, I don't use that expression lightly) auburn wig, was leading 
Fernworthy in the battle of learning; Burglar Bill was hopefully not giving too many tips about a life of crime to young minds 
in Venford and a whole trio of Where’s Wally?s were easy to find in Meldon (fortunately)! 

Amongst the children there were Wallys, Elsas, Batmen, a lot of 
Hermione Grangers and Harry Potters – enough to have a game 
of Quidditch probably – and at least one very well turned out 
James Bond.  A truly fun and exciting day for all concerned – next 
week is looking a lot quieter! 

  

Our thanks go to Alan Mollet for recording the great 
Mardi Gras party for all to see.  As you see a very 
pleasant evening was had by all.  Mark and all the 
Grange staff excelled themselves; as always, the food 
was plentiful and delicious; their research into authentic 
German karneval food paid dividends: it’s deliciousness 
was a revelation to many.  Congratulations to the 
Lethbridges and the Hendersons who won prizes for the 
best costumes.  As usual, a raffle was held in aid of 
CAFOD, with many people being truly generous in the 
provision of prizes as well as the purchase of tickets. 
Altogether, £193 was raised. 

RUN TO THE SON: Friday 
23rd- Sunday 25th June, 
2017 at Buckfast Abbey. A 
weekend of prayer and 
inspiration to help equip you 
for mission. Main features 
include:- a day of growth in 
discipleship led by the 
Franciscans of the Renewal, 
a night vigil of prayer 
welcoming the dawn in the 

splendour of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel and a 
sunrise Mass with Bishop Mark. Tickets £50 inclusive 
of food and camping facilities. (Other accommodation 
available at additional cost). Booking forms and more 
detail available online at  www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-
the-son or contact St. Peter’s parish, Plymouth 01752 
701660 if you have any queries. 

 

  
 

    
 

          

UNITED CHURCHES OF SOUTH BRENT 
LENT HUNGER LUNCHES 2017 

 

Every Wednesday 1st March--5thApril, between 12 noon 
and 1330, in the South Brent Methodist Schoolroom.  
 

The Charity this year is for "The Mission of Aviation 
Fellowship", which helps children in need worldwide.  
 

The 2 dates allocated to St Dunstan's are:  8th March and 
29th March.  Please come and support! 
 


