
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 
Thursday Lent 

Friday St. Patrick 
Saturday Lent 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

George Garrett; John Murphy; Dom Gilbert Fennessy; Dame Agnes Hughes; Teresa Smith; 
Ann Ilbert; Stanhope Reeves; Gertrude Richards; John Alexander; Herman Maier OSB; 
Edith Newton; William Collinge; Daniel Scott Maddocks; Thomas Nicholl; Angela Bull; 

Urban Bernard OSB; Richard Caunter; Saturnina Barber; Reginald Simpson; Beatrice May; 
Amy Vasey; Mary Hewett; Henri Lecourt-Lory; 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

12th March, 2017 Second Sunday of Lent Readings p.155 

 
Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk   

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton Victor Baker 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

To request prayers in 
confidence call  
01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters for Second Sunday of Lent   Transformed by our love 
Sometimes life is hard and we can get lost in the daily grind of making ends meet, 
of getting things done.  Then, suddenly, a change occurs through a simple show 
of affection: a kiss, a touch, a loving glance from my beloved! In little gestures like 
these, we reveal again our love for each other and our relationship is transformed! 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

The burglars had bound and gagged the bank cashier after extracting the combination to the safe and had herded the other 
employees into a separate room under guard.   
 

After they rifled the safe and were about to leave, the cashier made desperate pleading noises through the gag.  Moved by 
curiosity, one of the burglars loosed the gag. 
 

“Please,” whispered the cashier, “take the books, too.  I’m £8,500 short!” 
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £44.25 £25.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £194.96 £88.08 

Second £20.16  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £90.55 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £22.65 £13.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £31.66 £43.00 

   £51.96 
Some CAFOD envelopes were put in the collection 
last week.  The donations they contain will be 
included in the CAFOD collection this weekend 
and the result shown in next week’s newsletter. 

A weekend of prayer and inspiration to help equip you for mission. Tickets £50 
inclusive of food and camping facilities. (Other accommodation available at 
additional cost). Booking forms and more detail available online at  
www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. Peter’s parish, Plymouth 
01752 701660 if you have any queries. 

 

Lent Fast Day: Friday,10th March 
This weekend there will be a second 

collection, through which you can give 
CAFOD the proceeds of your fasting 

 

 
“For your mighty deeds, O God of mercy, 
may your people offer endless thanks, 
and, by observing the age-old disciplines 
along their pilgrim journey, may they merit 
to come and behold you for ever.” 

• Stations of the Cross 
• The sorrowful mysteries of the rosary;  
• Benediction. 
• Refreshments 
Please note the earlier starting time of  
5 p.m. on the next four Fridays. 
Also on these days there is Stations of the 
Cross in the Abbey at 8:30 p.m.  

17th March South Brent 
24th March Buckfastleigh 
31st March Ashburton 

7th April Buckfastleigh 
 

Please note: there will not be Holy Mass 
in Ashburton on Wednesday this week. 

The South Brent Women’s world Day of Prayer 
took place at the Methodist Chapel on Friday 3rd 
March.  We prayed for the women of the 
Philippines and discussed whether their life is fair? 
It was a well-supported service with nearly 45 
present from all three Churches in the Village, it 
was well written with much singing and we raised 
£174 for the Charity. 
 

Plymouth Diocese has a vacancy for a fieldworker for evangelisation in the 
South Hams, Tavistock, Yelverton and Ivybridge.  16 hours per week @ 
£13.13 per hour.  Home based.  Further information from Jan Holton 01364 
645383 recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
You may have heard that a couple of nearby schools have had to shut for a few days because of the problems caused by 
Norovirus. Having heard that the schools involved would have to be deep cleaned – which presumably is everything including 
all the toys throughout the school (just think how many small pieces that would involve!) - it has understandably raised 
awareness of all matters relating to cleanliness here at St Mary’s.  In the time-honoured fashion of cleaning before the 
cleaners come, particular areas, like classroom sinks, have been cleaned and polished and the children’s cups have not 
only been washed but have been seen to be washed! 
After cleanliness there is tidiness, which made me look more closely at my office. Occasionally it is quite tidy but more often 
a tide of “stuff” laps around my desk which I have to ignore as I have more pressing things to deal with like invoices, orders, 
bank recs, etc. Just looking around now, I can see four plants (two dead, two not so), fresh flowers from a parent, candles, 
antibacterial spray, a piece of wood to hold the window open, post-it notes, a cross, a St Mary statue and two other ornaments 
– and that is just on my windowsill. Other notable items in the office are – spare uniform, two old projector bulbs (not sure 
how to recycle them), a hard hat, a child’s drink bottle, thirty new coat hooks (waiting to be attached to a wall somewhere), 
dirty goalie gloves left after footy practice, an old guitar which can’t be tuned (“would the children like to play with it?”), red 
noses for Comic Relief, two sheets of polystyrene (maybe useful one day), new books waiting to be stamped before putting 
into the library and twenty spare coats for when children forget their own. All items clearly needed by an administrator! 
Occasionally Miss Slack takes pity on me and tidies some things away – unfortunately that can just mean it is moved into 
her office and “tucked away” beside a cupboard or under a desk and I fear that she too is running out of such spaces. These 
things don’t matter, as long as I can reach my desk …. until the moment arrives when someone may need to clean and then 
it will be oh, so embarrassing. Let’s hope if anyone has to come in, the full size horse head mask, which is one child’s current 
“comfort” object to help them come into school and which has been reclining on a chair in my office all week, has gone 
home. That really is a little alarming particularly when you’re not expecting to see a horse head appear at your counter! In 
the meantime, I best spend a little time tidying to save my blushes whilst fervently hoping the virus passes us by... 

 

Very many thanks to Mary W., who has provided this fascinating account of the Parish Pilgrimage: 
This year our pilgrimage was different, we went to Rome without Fr Francis, a great sadness to us all, however his 
replacement Fr Brendan from Belmont Abbey stepped in, and with fluent Italian and a good knowledge of Rome was an 
excellent replacement.  We started at St Lazzaro, as we had done on a previous visit, but sadly as no one opened up the 
Church so we sang in the Street, ‘To Be a Pilgrim’.  We went to San Lorenzo Church, they were busy with a funeral, another 
followed, a quick visit to the Church and then to the Cemetery, very interesting how the Italians deal with death so differently 
to us. The day, through nobody’s fault was a little disjointed so our driver Enzo kindly took us on a tour of the City of Rome. 
We held Mass in the Hotel Chapel before dinner. 
Tuesday: we walked through the City of Rome. Chiesa Nuova for Mass in the Chapel of St Phillip, Basilica of Sant’Agostino 
where we saw the picture of Mary with the child Jesus, welcoming pilgrims to her door, said to be the most beautiful picture 
in Rome. Sant’Eustachio, Santa Maria Maggiore, and the Gesu among others, all in the Baroque style with many paintings, 
including Caravaggio’s art. Fr Brendan was passionate about Caravaggio and we were shown many examples.  After lunch 
some went on to visit the Pantheon, Trevi Fountain and Spanish steps. 
Wednesday: Fr Brendan had managed to obtain tickets for an audience with the Pope, most pilgrims went to the Vatican to 
a room holding about 7000 people, well designed so all could see the Pope. We were entertained by groups from all over 
the world who sang for the Pope, he really enjoyed the singing, even the ones who just kept going! The Popes address was 
in Italian, so I’m not sure what he said, but being in the same room as the Pope was an amazing experience. The rest of the 
day was free, some paid a visit to the Vatican and others to the Amphitheatre and Roman remains. Mass was in the Basilica 
of Santa Maria in Trastevere followed by evening prayer, then dinner at the Trattoria deli Amici, a lovey restaurant run by 
locals, some with learning difficulties, they always make us so welcome. 
Thursday: the Catacombs of Domitilla were impressive, the guide was full of knowledge and carried on regardless of the 
fact that five of us had become separated from the group, we eventually joined them for Mass deep inside the Catacombs. 
We stopped on the Road where Jesus walked out of the City and met St Peter, we saw a marble slab said to be the imprints 
of the feet of Jesus in a tiny Chapel on the edge of the Road. We then moved to Fiuggi, a small town in the mountains South 
East of Rome.   
Friday: we set off for Montecassino, for an excellent guided tour of the amazing Abbey where St Benedict wrote the Rule of 
St Benedict.  Then following lunch a trip to the Cistercian Abbey of Casamari, very simple and inspiring, this Abbey has only 
two monks, and is sadly under threat of closing as an active Abbey. The buildings all belong to the Country so will be 
maintained with a hope for the future. 
Saturday: we travelled in our large coach through the tiny streets of the hilltop town of Certosa di Trisulti,  we were all thankful 
of such an excellent driver! The Abbey, we were greeted by a little tabby cat, but the only three Monks had gone out for the 
day, they only do that once a year, but Roberto arrived and gave us a tour around the small Abbey, this sadly is going to 
close as a monastery next year. Mass was held in the Abbey Church. We came away with so many dates in our heads, but 
the overwhelming feeling of the remoteness and simplicity of the Abbey Church grounds. The feeling of God in our midst 
was extraordinary.  We then were to walk to a small chapel, Santuario della Madonna delle Cese but we did not manage 
this due to the distance and steepness of the pathway, there were lovely bronze statues on the path and we really felt like 
pilgrims high in the mountains. After our return to Fiuggi town some of us ventured to the hilltop town for some very Italian 
lunch. Our last meal together with Fr Brendan who had got to know us all during the week, he had been a wonderful guide, 
and we all hope he also enjoyed the week with us. 
Sunday: Home! But before that we stopped at Anagni, a small Cathedral Town high up on a hill. The Cathedral Church was 
beautiful and we joined in the public Mass. The Crypt at the Church is the most amazing place with ancient but well preserved 
frescos telling the stories of the bible throughout history. Then to the Airport and home.  We thank Fr Francis, Fr Brendan 
and Sue Lethbridge for the work and care given to us all during this very memorable journey to Italy, from the wonderful art 
in Rome to the beautifully simple Abbey Churches in the countryside, and all the time with the Lord close to us in the precious 
time spent together as pilgrims. 
 


