
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. Joseph 
Tuesday St. Benedict 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Annunciation of the Lord 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

John Farrell; Doris McKinlay; Mary Wallace; Mary Vaughan; Emilie Post; Violet Lloyd-
Still; Br. Hilarion Mohn; Archbishop Francis Grimshaw; Aelred Hewett OSB; Elizabeth 

Daley; Ann Hood; Betty Gable; Maude Stafford; Clare Furnieux; Agnes Hodgson; 
Christine Sampson; May Grout; Mary Anne Daw; Dulcibell Russell; Stanley Allen; 

Edward Goddard; Edmund Stewart OSB; Dame Bede Wilson OSB; Isabel Andrews;   
May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

19th March, 2017 Third Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say 
Eucharistic Prayer 2 

Readings p.158 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk   

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton Victor Baker 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

To request prayers in confidence call  
01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

 
“For your mighty deeds, O God of mercy, 
may your people offer endless thanks, 
and, by observing the age-old disciplines 
along their pilgrim journey, may they merit 
to come and behold you for ever.” 

• Stations of the Cross 
• The sorrowful mysteries of the rosary;  
• Benediction. 
• Refreshments 
Please note the earlier starting time of  
5 p.m. on the next four Fridays. 
Also on these days there is Stations of the 
Cross in the Abbey at 8:30 p.m.  

24th March Buckfastleigh 
31st March Ashburton 

7th April Buckfastleigh 
 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £85.00 £10.00 £53.68 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £186.53 £58.08 £65.00 £40.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £37.00 £27.85 £16.00 £50.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £11.00 £33.92 £68.17 £45.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £30.63 £38.60 £46.10 £330.00 

   £42.11   £121.25 
Thank you for all your donations, and in particular for the proceeds of CAFOD 
Lent Fast Day which, with gift aid, totals a magnificent £855.20. 

Next weekend we will have one of our periodic second 
collections for the Parish Syria Appeal.  There will be three 
others this year: 7th May, 6th August and 19th November 

An Administrator for Buckfast 
The Abbot President of the English Benedictine Congregation, after 
consultation with the Buckfast community and with the consent of his Council, 
has appointed as Administrator Abbot David Charlesworth with effect from 
Friday 17th March 2017.  His appointment will last for two years, renewable by 
the Abbot President for a further two years. Please remember the Monastic 
Community in your prayers. 

Please don  
ACN’s John Pontifex reports back from the Syrian city besieged for four years: 
Thousands upon thousands of people in the bomb-blasted city of Aleppo depend 
on you, the friends of Aid to the Church in Need, for their every need – food, 
shelter, medicine and clothes.  Your prayers, your compassion and your 
commitment to their pastoral needs have got them through what has been 
described as one of the world’s worst humanitarian disasters.  Barely two weeks 
after a ceasefire that finally brought a halt to the fighting, a team from ACN went 
into the city.  We found families in shelters and in devastated homes – people 
who had been fed and housed thanks to your compassion and generosity.  But 
with little or no electricity and a sever lack of jobs, schools and medical services, 
people in Aleppo still depend on our mercy. 
We met elderly couple Sarkis and Annie, who are being helped by ACN, working 
with project partner Sister Annie Demerjian.  The couple, whose lives are a 
remarkable example of survival and faith, were delighted we had come.  Annie 
said: “It’s a miracle what we have received from you.  All the words in the world  

would not be enough to show how grateful we are.”  More than 200,000 people in Syria received help from ACN at least once 
in 2016 and thousands of others received ongoing aid. 
War and devastation have scattered many of Syria’s Christians far and wide, but with your help we can continue to support 
those who remain in Aleppo – in many cases the poorest and the weakest in society – and prepare the way for others to return 
when a lasting peace finally comes. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage Matters  
Third Sunday of Lent 
Jesus’ message to the woman at the well reminds 
us of His first miracle at Cana where He changed 
water into wine. Today, He promises us “living water 
where we will never be thirsty again…a spring 
inside…welling up to eternal life”. When His grace is 
poured into us, into our marriages, it can overflow, 
strengthening us, reaching out to others. 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

An American on holiday in England boasted about 
the size of his State: “Why, in Texas you can get on 
a train, ride for days and still be in Texas.” 
The Englishman he was talking to nodded 
sympathetically.  “We have the same trouble with 
our trains,” he said. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
This week was one of those where the wide range of activities that the children get involved in was very much in evidence. 
In particular, on Thursday, our Year 6 boys, all six of them, set off in high hopes to the football tournament at St Margaret 
Clitherow Primary School in Brixham. Unlike last year, it was not an unmitigated mud fest, in fact the conditions were dry 
and quite pleasant (I admit that I say that as one who is reporting the experience from the comfort of my office, but those 
who went seemed to return in fairly good order and not too bedraggled) and the boys excelled themselves and returned with 
certificates declaring that they had come third in the competition. I think that they actually won a few matches which is no 
mean feat when you are a small school and team selection consists of everyone of a particular age being automatically in!  
Also on Thursday, Miss Slack, not a little relieved at avoiding the football, set off for the Marine Laboratory in Plymouth 
where four children from Burrator took part in various scientific experiments and experiences. I think she must have forgotten 
about the fish dissection workshop which the boys tackled with gusto and, in true boy-style, pocketed a couple of eyes for 
souvenirs. I think at that point Miss Slack would have preferred a cold and windy football touch line. 
Meanwhile, the remainder of Burrator and the whole of Fernworthy set off to Exeter University to enjoy the rather more 
highbrow experience of a session with the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra. This is an annual event and is an opportunity 
for children to enjoy a top class musical experience. They had learnt some music in advance and were able to join with lots 
of other schools in a musical performance. 
Not to be outdone, Meldon and Venford are off next week to Pennywell Farm and, it is fair to say, they are soooo excited 
already! Let's hope for good weather so that the littlest ones, for whom it will be their first real school trip, have the best time 
possible and a day to remember. 
 

A weekend of prayer and inspiration 
to help equip you for mission. Tickets 
£50 inclusive of food and camping 
facilities. (Other accommodation 
available at additional cost). Booking 
forms and more detail available 
online at  www.buckfast.org.uk/run-
to-the-son or contact St. Peter’s 
parish, Plymouth 01752 701660 if 
you have any queries.  

Diocesan employment opportunities   
(16 hours per week) 
The Diocese of Plymouth is looking to appoint three Area 
Fieldworkers for Parish Evangelisation. You are invited to 
learn more about these roles, meet the Evangelisation 
Team and experience first-hand the joy of Evangelisation 
on Saturday 8 April 2017 from 2.00pm – 4.00pm at Christ 
the King Church, Armada Way, Plymouth PL1 2EN. To 
register your interest please call: Fr. Jon Bielawski on 
01752 701660 or Michele Thompson on 07940 453607. 
 

A recommendation from the RNIB:   
Be My Eyes – the app that lets volunteers lend their sight 
Can’t read the expiry date on your milk or the tiny print on your 
train timetable? This nifty app may come in handy 
If you’re blind there are times in your day that may call for some 
vision – reading a street sign for example, instruction manuals, 
recipes, and of course food expiry dates. But what if there’s no 
one around to lend a hand or you’ve exhausted your usual hit-
list of helpers?     Enter the Be My Eyes app. 
Be My Eyes makes life easier for anyone with sight problems by 
connecting sighted and blind users via video messaging. Let's say 
you need help reading the ingredients on a tin of beans. Simply 
send a request via Be My Eyes, which instantly notifies 
volunteers who can respond with a quick video call and describe 
what you’re looking at.  The beauty of the app lies in the fact that 
the benefits are binary: if you’re blind you get help in real-time, 
while as a volunteer you can enjoy the satisfaction of helping 
someone in a really convenient way. When you’re too busy or 
short of time someone else can step in for you. 
The non-profit project was invented by partially sighted Hans 
Jørgen Wiberg who wanted to create a simple way for blind 
people to seek help. “It only takes a minute to choose the right 
tin can from the shelf or find the right thing to eat in the fridge, 
but for visual impaired individuals smaller tasks in their home 
can often become bigger challenges,” says Wiberg. “By working 
together on Be My Eyes they are able to solve the problem that 
the blind person is facing and make their life that little bit 
easier.” 
Currently, Be My Eyes is only available on iPhones, but the 
Android version is coming soon. Find out more about how to 
download by visiting the Be My Eyes website: 
http://bemyeyes.com/  

Saturday 20th May, 7 – 10 p.m. Grange 
Restaurant, Buckfast Abbey 

Barn Dance! 
Professional Band  
Caller 
Tickets £10 per head 
Includes pasty and  
chips supper 
Raffle (offers of  
prizes welcome).  
Cash bar available. All profits go to the 
Parish Syria Appeal. Tickets available from 
Mary Coates, Sue Lethbridge or Fr. Francis 

 


