
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 
Saturday Lent 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Mabel Gardener; Rose Taylor; Arthur Baker; Alfreda Howe; Kathleen Furlong;  
Sr. Mary Kelly; Olive Michelmore; Walter Green; Audrey Harrison;  

Nanine Herring-Mason; Mary McElroy; Theresa Murray;  Mgr. Canon Hall;  
Desmond Mutton; Brian Straw; Br. Thomas Smith;   

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

26th March, 2017 Fourth Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say 
Eucharistic Prayer 3 

Readings p.164 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk   

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton Victor Baker 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

To request prayers in confidence call  
01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

 
“For your mighty deeds, O God of mercy, 
may your people offer endless thanks, 
and, by observing the age-old disciplines 
along their pilgrim journey, may they merit 
to come and behold you for ever.” 

• Stations of the Cross 
• The sorrowful mysteries of the rosary;  
• Benediction. 
• Refreshments 
Please note the earlier starting time of  
5 p.m. on the next four Fridays. 
Also on these days there is Stations of the 
Cross in the Abbey at 8:30 p.m.  

31st March Ashburton 
7th April Buckfastleigh 

 

This weekend we will have one of our periodic second collections for 
the Parish Syria Appeal.  There will be three others this year: 7th May, 
6th August and 19th November. 
Following our previous collection, the National Director of Aid to the 
Church in Need, Neville Kyrke-Smith wrote to Fr. Francis:  
“Please thank your parish for your great kindness and we gratefully 
acknowledge receipt of your donation of £1,819.92 to Aid to the Church 
in Need which we are assigning according to your wishes for Syria. 
Just before Lent began I was in Lebanon and visited Christians who had 
fled terror and persectution in Iraq and Syria.  Mountaha (aged 53) is 
with her husband Elias (aged 62) from Zabadani in Syria sharing a tiny 
flat where six of them share one main room. Mountaha told me: “The 
situation is zero – well, below zero! It is very bad.  Thank you for what 
you do – thank you very much. We will pray for you!” 
The Melkite Archbishop of Zahlé and Furzol, Issam John Darwish, told 
me: “My ministery is to be a servant of my people – to the Lebanese 
people, to the Syrian and Iraqi refugees and to all the needy people… 
not only for the Christians.  Thank you for all that ACN benefactors do 
– we pray for them.  God will reward them for their love which shines 
in this darkness of suffering.” 
On Shrove Tuesday Sr. Annie from Aleppo told us when we met: “We 
are living Lent for five years – we are waiting for the Resurrection.” 
United in prayer and with best wishes for a good Lent” 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £76.14 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £284.71 £123.08 

Second £39.11  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £16.00 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £34.98 £33.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £75.62 £33.00 

   £59.46 
In South Brent a further £15, £10 of which was gift 
aided, was donated to CAFOD for Lent Fast Day 

 

 
A 70-year-old man smokes his pipe as 
he sits in his destroyed bedroom, 
listening to music, in Aleppo's formerly 
rebel-held neighborhood of al-Shaar on 
March 9, 2017. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage Matters   Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Stop and see, be aware 
 

God was aware of David’s adultery with Bethsheba, 
Uriah’s wife, and how he arranged Uriah’s murder to cover 
his sin. Amid political and business ‘cover ups’ in today’s 
world, it’s important to ‘stop and see’ ‒ the beauty of 
nature, the beauty and goodness of your spouse. Don’t be 
too busy to recall the joys you have brought to each other.   
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

A man mentioned to his landlord about the tenants in the 
apartment above his.  “Many a night they stamp on the floor 
and shout till midnight.” 
When the landlord asked if it bothered him, he replied, “Not 
really, for I usually stay up and practice my trumpet till about 
that time most every night anyway.” 

_______ 

Oh Mum! : 
“If he put his head in a bucket of water would you?” 
“Mr. Nobody again, I suppose” 
“What’s the magic word?” 
“Because I said so.” 
“If the wind changes, you’ll stay like that.” 
“I don’t care who started it.” 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

You may remember that Venford and Meldon were off on a 
trip this week to Pennywell Farm and we were hoping for 
good weather as, for some of the children, it was their first 
school trip. Was it sunny? Were the daffodils bobbing their 
heads idly in the Spring sunshine? Of course not - 
temperatures had dipped to wintry levels and rain was 
lashing down in cold waves! Any daffodils in evidence were 
seriously considering making a run for cover! However, our 
intrepid staff and children set off on the not-so-long journey 
to Pennywell, fully decked out with coats, wellies, woolly hats 
and gloves, and managed to have a great time. (Okay, a 
couple of the smaller children went a bit blue around the 
edges, but they soon went pink again once they returned to 
the warmth of the coach and then school.) The poor weather 
was more than made up for by the opportunity to help 
feeding lambs, holding rabbits and rats (even Miss Slack 
held the latter but refused the pig option - too muddy) and 
going on a tractor ride. Like many places now, Pennywell 
makes sure there is a lot to do even in the rain and the 
children also came back with a voucher to return with their 
families. 
Meldon had another busy day on Friday when Warburton’s 
the Bakers came to visit to teach them about bread and 
healthy eating. The children and staff were all given red 
aprons (which was handy as it was Red Nose Day and they 
blended in well!) and very glamourous green hairnets to wear 
whilst they made their own sandwiches with very healthy 
fillings. I could see that there was grated carrot and sliced 
onion plus green salady stuff for a start. What a lovely way 
to end the week. The staff also benefitted from free samples 
and the smell of toast wafting up the corridor on a Friday after 
school is hard to resist! 

     
Next week is the last week before we break for Easter and 
such things as an Easter Bonnet Parade and Easter Egg 
Hunt are on the horizon. Another busy and fun packed week 
lies ahead! 
 

A weekend of prayer and inspiration 
to help equip you for mission. Tickets 
£50 inclusive of food and camping 
facilities. (Other accommodation 
available at additional cost). Booking 
forms and more detail available 
online at  www.buckfast.org.uk/run-
to-the-son or contact St. Peter’s 
parish, Plymouth 01752 701660 if 
you have any queries.  

Diocesan employment opportunities   
(16 hours per week) 
The Diocese of Plymouth is looking to appoint three Area 
Fieldworkers for Parish Evangelisation. You are invited to 
learn more about these roles, meet the Evangelisation 
Team and experience first-hand the joy of Evangelisation 
on Saturday 8 April 2017 from 2.00pm – 4.00pm at Christ 
the King Church, Armada Way, Plymouth PL1 2EN. To 
register your interest please call: Fr. Jon Bielawski on 
01752 701660 or Michele Thompson on 07940 453607. 
 

Barn Dance! 
Saturday 20th May,  
7 – 10 p.m.  
Grange Restaurant,  
Buckfast Abbey 
Professional Band & Caller 
Tickets Adults: £10 per head.  People aged 18 or 
under free, but must be accompanied by an adult. 
Includes pasty and chips supper. Cash bar available. 
Raffle (offers of prizes welcome).  

All profits go to the Parish Syria Appeal. 
Tickets available from Mary Coates, Sue Lethbridge 
or Fr. Francis 

 

 
“The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of 
God is the love of a mother”  

St. Thérèse of Lisieux 


