
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 
Saturday Lent 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Br Meinrad Vornweg; Ada Grute; Margaret Murray; Frances Compton; Beatrice Andoe; 
Dom Francis McCarthy; Dom Aidan Conlon; Marie Gordon; Harry Hunt; Jane Simpson; 
Mother Joseph Magdalen; Thomas Dowling; Jane Parsons; Sydney Goulding; Jane Young; 

Stanley Hird;   
May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

4th April, 2017 Fifth Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say 
Eucharistic Prayer 1 

Readings p.170 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk   

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Victor Baker 
David Carroll Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
The term finished with one of those frantically busy days that we do so well at St Mary's (think swan gliding smoothly across 
the water whilst paddling hard below the surface!). The day started early with our breakfast club which began at five to eight 
when half a dozen children arrived to play a few lively games in the hall with Alex, the coach from Go Active, who runs the 
club for us. This merged straight into an Easter bonnet parade to which parents had been invited.  

After registration all the children paraded into the hall wearing their own handmade head 
gear, including a couple of the children who made bonnets at our toddler group and who had 
come back to join in the fun. The winners were selected by Alison Gagg from the Abbey 
Education Department (not a job I would relish in front of all those parents, but Ali is made 
from stern stuff) and Easter books were awarded to the lucky children. This was followed by 
our achievement assembly and this week the Pupil of the Term certificates were awarded 
which are much prized by the children and I expect there were a couple of proud parents in 
the audience as well.We then moved swiftly on to the Easter Egg Hunt which meant each 
class taking a turn to explore our woodland area looking for eggy clues and a resulting Easter 
Egg for each of them as a prize. This took most of the rest of the day until it was time to get 
ready for the Cake Stall at the end of the day which, as you know, is another concentrated 
moment of activity.Alongside this, there were children to feed, extra support to be given to 

 children who find the excitement of these kind of days a bit of a challenge, a newsletter to write, a pupil newspaper to 
collate and print, one child was feeling very poorly and had to go home with a sick bucket, another hurt their foot and went 
home with Mum to have it checked out and there were all the other normal school day things to do. After all this, Miss Slack 
will have joined some of you at Ashburton for the Stations of the Cross and I bet she arrived cool, calm and collected - quite 
the super swan, I'd say!  Some other recent activities of the children of our school are shown in these photos: 

 
5 p.m. Friday 7th April in Buckfastleigh 
• Stations of the Cross 
• The sorrowful mysteries of the rosary;  
• Benediction. 
• Refreshments 
Also Stations of the Cross 8.30 p.m. in the 
Abbey 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £61.65 £15.00 £33.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £273.39 £68.08 £359.94 £410.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £3.00 £37.85 £6.00 £25.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £9.00 £10.92 £22.05 £5.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £33.50 £31.00 £77.50 £165.41 

   £40.71   £151.35 
Thank you, once again, for your generosity to the Parish Syria Appeal.  
Together with gift aid and the monastery’s contribution it comes to £2,360.15.  

 

Left: Our new outdoor oven that the Abbey Gardening department 
have made from recycled materials, following the children's ideas 
they had for developing our woodland area last year. Right: Some of 
our youngest children listen to The Donkey's Tale, which tells the 
story of Jesus' journey into Jerusalem in the Abbey Guest Hall. 
 

  

Fr. Francis was delighted to hear that we will be 
welcoming some more children to the school after 
Easter and they will bring the total number of pupils 
to 91, the largest number he has known in his time 
as a governor and a fantastic increase from about 
65 who attended the school when Miss Slack 
became Headteacher four and a half years ago.  
What a fine testament to the work which she and all 
who work at the school do to provide a wonderful 
education for our children. 

Sadly, there will not be the usual Holy Mass in 
Ashburton at 10 a.m. this coming Wednesday. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To request prayers in confidence call  
01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Marriage Matters Fifth Sunday of Lent    
Ezekiel’s words apply to us when we are going through tough times in our 
relationship, when intimacy, physical or otherwise, seems impossible. At 
such times, Jesus weeps for us as He did for Lazarus. He will bring us back 
together if we ask Him and are willing to be vulnerable enough to explore 
together the changes we need to make. 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 
8:21) 

 

Troops were being taught to jump from a plane: “What if my 
parachute doesn’t open?” asked one rookie.  “That,” said the 
instructor, “is known as jumping to a conclusion. 
 

Barn Dance! Saturday 20th May, 7 – 10 
p.m. 

Grange Restaurant, Buckfast Abbey 
Professional Band & Caller 

Tickets Adults: £10 per head.  People aged 
18 or under free, but must be accompanied 

by an adult. 
Includes pasty and chips supper. Cash bar 

available, and Raffle  
All profits go to the Parish Syria Appeal. 

Tickets available from Mary Coates, Sue 
Lethbridge or Fr. Francis 

Many thanks to Angela for her reflections on the Parish Pilgrimage visit to 
Montecassino: 
The Abbey is situated in the Lazio region of Italy (2 or 3 hours drive from 
Rome) amongst broad tree-clad hills and valleys sheltering small, 
unassuming towns. 
The Abbey of Montecassino was founded in 529 by St Benedict after he left 
Subiaco, on a spot to which he was supposedly guided by 3 ravens. It was, 
for many years the most important, and influential monastic complexes in 
the Christian world.The Monks spreading the word far and wide. 
We made our way 8kms up the mountain by coach, through the mists, low 
cloud and dense forests before getting a glimpse of the Monastery white 
and sparkling as we came into bright sunlight and blue skies. However we 
knew we were high as the air was crisp and cold! 
Unfortunately, the Abbey’s strategic position perched high on the top of the 
mountain would be it’s downfall, literally, due to invaders and during World 
War 11 Montecassino happened to be on the firing line between 2 armies. 
So this place of prayer and peaceful shelter was reduced to a heap of debris, 
many Monks and refugees died. We were, however, shown on our tour a 
tunnel where a few had miraculously escaped. 
The Abbey was rebuilt after the war in exactly the same style as before. 
We started our tour in one of the few cloisters we were able to see, 
(apparently there were 16 which gives you the scale of this magnificent 
building), built in gleaming white stone, renaissance style. In the centre a 
life size bronze statue of St Benedict which was surrounded by a small 
courtyard garden of lawns and flowers. 
I was struck by the number of beautiful white doves strutting around, 
drinking from fountains. Entering the next cloister we were greeted with 2 
imposing statues in white stone, one of St Benedict and the other , his twin 
sister, St Scholastica. she was holding a gold dove. The inscription on her 
statue read, "Come my Dove, Come. you will be crowned". 

   
 

  
 We meandered around the cloister but then as I looked over the walls to the views of the surrounding hills I noticed with 

sadness the Polish War Cemetery designed in the shape of a cross with rows and rows of war graves. Very sobering and 
humbling. 
Our guide then took us into the Basilica Cathedral which had been rebuilt in the architectural pattern of the 17th century. 
Hugely grand and full of gold, frescoes, marble, spotless and shiny. Several chapels went off to the sides including the 
Sacristy with its wooden wall panelling, a remake of the old one. 
We went around the richly decorated High Altar with its beautiful sculptures. Leaving this enormous space we continued our 
way to the Crypt, going down stairs, the walls either side were decorated with stone reliefs of Monks and Nuns, presumably 
going down to pray. In this wonderful Crypt we celebrated Mass which was extremely moving and special for us all. 
Montecassino was, for me, almost too perfect, and I felt that its glory days ended firmly with the war. But, I am so grateful to 
have had the opportunity to visit it during our Pilgrimage. 
I would like to thank Fr Brendan Thomas for his unfailing enthusiasm, informative explanations and not least his amazing 
command of the language. 
 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The March draw took place last Thursday.  And the lucky recipients are:   

1st Prize (£25)   No. 10  Mrs. Sue Lethbridge;  
2nd Prize (£10)   No. 50  Mr. K. Waterman;  
3rd Prize (£6.50)  No. 47  Mr. K. Waterman; 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal. Tickets from Mike Lang or Fr. Francis.  
£1 per month for 12 months.  This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

Proclaiming Christ to the World.  A morning of 
formation to enrich and enliven your faith in Jesus 
Christ and renew your vision for passing it to others. 
St. Nicholas School Exeter EX1 3EG May 20th 10 am 
– 1 pm with Dr. Caroline Farey 


