
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Holy Week 
Tuesday Holy Week 

Wednesday Holy Week 
Thursday Maundy Thursday 

Friday Good Friday 
Saturday Holy Saturday 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Clare Hodge; Mary Le Hunte Ward; Angela Carey; Dorothea Marriott; Norma Small;  
Mary Moll; Pamela Daly; Ada Sass; Elizabeth Long; Gertrude Donald; Mary Nicholls; 

Hilda Hull; Anna Kermigle; Roberta Cumming; Francis Hext; Dom Joseph Buguet;  
June Tarasiuk; Sheila O’Sullivan; 

 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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Services for the Paschal Triduum  
The following liturgies will take place in the Abbey church: 

Maundy Thursday at 6 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Celebrating the Lord’s gift of the Holy Eucharist. This Mass ends with a 
procession taking the Blessed Sacrament to the Altar of Repose.  From then until 
Midnight the Blessed Sacrament Chapel is open for adoration.  The Church 
encourages all the faithful to spend some time in silent prayer with the Lord during 
this evening. 
During this Mass we have the beautiful ceremony of the washing of the feet.  Last 
year the Holy See decided that those who have their feet washed should be: “a 
small group of the faithful to represent the variety and the unity of each part of 
the people of God. Such small groups can be made up of men and women, and 
it is appropriate that they consist of people young and old, healthy and sick, 
clerics, consecrated men and women and laity.”  If you would like to take part in 
this ceremony, please contact Fr. Francis  
 

Good Friday at 3 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
We mark by this liturgy the moment when our Lord Jesus died to save us. 
 
 

Holy Saturday at 9 p.m. The Easter Vigil 
With a celebration of the Light of the World and the history of salvation, we come 
together to that moment of rejoicing, when Jesus, the Son of God, was raised by 
His Father to glory, giving us reason to hope for eternal joy.  
 
This Sunday there will 
be a second collection to 
buy flowers for Easter. 

  
 

Because of the Holy Week liturgies some of the 
usual weekday Masses in the parish will not 
take place.   
Here is a list of those which will take place: 
Monday Abbey 8 a.m. & 12.05 p.m. 
Tuesday Abbey 8 a.m. & 12.05 p.m. 
Wednesday Abbey 8 a.m. & 12.05 p.m. 

 
From Wednesday the only Masses are those of 
the Paschal Triduum (see above) 

Bishop Mark will celebrate the 
Chrism Mass in the Cathedral this 
Wednesday at 12 noon.  This is a 
beautiful liturgy at which the 
priests renew the promises they 
made at their ordination and the 
Bishop blesses the holy oils to be 
used in the coming year 
throughout the diocese when the 
sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation, holy orders and the 
anointing of the sick are 
celebrated.   

 
It is a special moment in the life of 
each diocese and all are warmly 
invited to take part. After the Mass, 
everyone present will receive a 
little sustenance in the form of a 
pasty and a hot drink. Fr. Francis 
is happy to take parishioners with 
him, particularly if they do not have 
their own transport.   Please 
contact him as soon as possible to 
avoid disappointment. 

 
Masses on Easter 
Sunday morning in this 
parish: 
 

0900 South Brent 
0900 Abbey  
1030 Ashburton 
1030 Abbey 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 
Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 

Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 
Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn 

David Carroll Jean Elton 
Pat Burke Victor Baker 

Pat Hedges  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation/ Confession 
Please remember that the Sacraments are not 
normally celebrated from the evening of Maundy 
Thursday until the Easter Vigil.  So this week there 
will be these extra opportunities for Confession: Fr. 
Christopher will be available in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel at 5:30 p.m. for about half an 
hour on Tuesday and Fr. Dominic will do the same 
on Wednesday.   
 



 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence call 
01364 72768 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings:   
 

Palm Sunday 
Challenged when we witness how others love. 
 

St Paul recognises the amazing humility of Jesus 
who accepts death on the cross out of love for God 
and us. We wonder and are challenged by the joy 
of a friend who daily visits his wife who has 
dementia; in his great love he feeds her, puts her 
to bed each evening, prays with her. Could we love 
like this? 
 

 “He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
There was an earthquake recently which frightened the inhabitants of a certain town.  One couple sent their little boy to 
stay with an uncle in another district, explaining the reason for the nephew’s sudden visit.  A day later the parents received 
this telegram: “Am returning your boy.  Send the earthquake.” 

------------------------------------------ 

Customer: “Waitress, why is my doughnut all smashed?” Waitress: “You said you wanted a coffee and doughnut, and step 
on it” 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
You may have read last week that our numbers at St Mary’s School continue to grow which is, of course, a great thing. 
The addition of three year olds to our age range and our continuing toddler (and baby) group has meant that people have 
considered us as a choice for the education of their children when they may not have before. However, it does mean that, 
in spite of the extra room that was created with building the hall and converting the staffroom to a classroom and all the 
other myriad of things that have been done in the last few years, we are starting to feel a little “snug” in our surroundings. 
Workstations consisting of a handful of chairs and a table have started to pop up in the lesser used corridors of the school 
and through the summer I can see our reading pavilion and amphitheatre in the playground being used more and more to 
good effect.  
Really, we have plenty of room for our children but we are always looking to better what we have and what we can provide 
and it always pays to take a strategic view of the future. It is because of this that we are starting to eye up other buildings 
and empty shacks around about… Whilst Miss Slack is busy planting seeds for the possibilities with Fr Francis, I’m off to 
research squatters’ rights and whether pupil: adult ratios count when you are occupying somewhere illegally. You never 
know, the information could come in handy one day! 
Some of the families who are bringing their children to us now came to St Mary's themselves, others are completely new 
and it is this mix which helps us to balance between tradition and innovation. There is the obvious importance of our links 
with the Abbey and the lifelong memories that special services in the Abbey Church can give, but also in education you 
cannot stand still and new initiatives must be embraced. Sometimes this can feel relentless which can wear you down and 
I am fond of telling the other staff that, as an administrator, I could be working anywhere, for example, a widget factory. 
With widgets, life would be so much easier - any misshapen ones could be tossed into the recycle bin; you could switch 
off the widget-forming machines at 5 o'clock and not worry about them through the night; in all probability they would turn 
out nice and uniform and predictable. It is also very unlikely that any would seek sanctuary in my office or, in extreme 
circumstances, in the dark safe spot under my desk. 
But then one of our "widgets" turns up at school as a parent or older sibling and you realise that a quiet life isn't everything 
and you can take pride in the people we help to form at St Mary's. How many widgets go back to the factory with a smile 
on their face, gazing in wonderment at how the school has changed and a "I don't remember it being so small!"? 
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £66.73 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £240.73 £53.08 

Second £48.71  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £10.10 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £34.12 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £21.50 £52.50 

   £44.34 
 

March for Life UK, Birmingham 20th May, 2017 
Coach leaving St. Peter’s Crownhill, Plymouth 8 
a.m. Pick up at Exeter Services 9 a.m.  Leaving 
Birmingham 5 p.m.  £20 per person; donations 
gratefully accepted. Contact Lydia Keogh 
07756328648 or Christine Hudson 07742320717. 
“You are called to stand up for life! To respect and 
defend the mystery of life always and everywhere, 
including the lives of unborn babies, giving real help 
and encouragement to mothers in difficult 
situations.” Pope St. John Paul II  

Help Needed By Churches At The Devon County Show 18th 
19th And 20th May 2017  
This is an opportunity for witness, worship and hospitality. 1. 
Volunteers are needed on Thursday 18th May to help staff the tea 
bar, serving tea, coffee and cake throughout the day in shifts 
giving time to enjoy the show. 2. People who are attending the 
Show during any of the three days are being asked to welcome 
people who come to the stand, show them what is available and 
listen to anyone who wants to talk. 3. We need homemade cake, 
biscuits or scone, it does not matter if you are not coming to the 
show. To discuss the possibility of helping in any way please 
contact Frances Canning on 01392 209542 or email 
francesandedward@blueyonder.co.uk  
 
Life and SPUC have launched a joint petition to have Marie 
Stopes International (MSI) stripped of their licence to perform 
abortions in the UK. The joint initiative comes in light of recent 
scandals and in the wake of a probe which has lifted the lid on the 
nation’s shameful abortion industry. Marie Stopes has been 
subject to recent inspections by the Care Quality Commission 
(CQC) which revealed shocking levels of safety violations putting 
the lives and health of women at risk. In view of such appalling 
treatment of women, treatment which is rooted in their callous 
disregard for unborn children, both SPUC and LIfe are calling on 
the Secretary of State for Health to withdraw from MSI their 
licence to carry out abortions. 
Petition forms are available in each church of the parish. Or sign 
online: https://lifecharity.org.uk/news-and-views/joint-petition-
spuc-revoke-marie-stopes-licence-perform-abortions-uk/  


