
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday- 
Saturday Easter Octave 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Maud Emmett; Vida Morris; Dom Dunstan Goetz; Edward Causton; Alan Thiede;  
Henry O’Brien; Fredrick Northcote; Dom Celestine Byrne; Louise Mann; Grace Gillespie; 

Margaret Cousins; Frances Betts; Cybil Auckland; Archibald Leitch; Wilfred Ford;  
Emily Davis; Joseph Beard; 

 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

16th April, 2017 The Resurrection of the Lord Eucharistic Prayer: I Readings p. 251 
 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd 
Abbey 9 a.m. £81.61 £0.00 £11.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £260.26 £63.08 £37.40 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £29.70 £37.85 £6.33 
Ashburton 10:30am £43.09 £23.92 £12.07 
South Brent 9 a.m. £37.95 £40.50 £40.94 

   £41.34   
Thank you for the second collection which was for Easter Flowers 

On Monday and Tuesday this week 
the Mass which normally begins at 8 
a.m. in the Abbey will begin at 9 a.m. 
Sadly, there will not be Mass on 
Wednesday at 10 a.m. in Ashburton 
this week. 

 

 
“He is not here, for 
he has risen, as he 

said he would” 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley 

Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton David Carroll 

 

If you or someone you know would like to 
be included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Help Needed By Churches At The Devon County Show 
18th 19th And 20th May 2017  
This is an opportunity for witness, worship and hospitality. 
1. Volunteers are needed on Thursday 18th May to help staff 
the tea bar, serving tea, coffee and cake throughout the day 
in shifts giving time to enjoy the show. 2. People who are 
attending the Show during any of the three days are being 
asked to welcome people who come to the stand, show 
them what is available and listen to anyone who wants to 
talk. 3. We need homemade cake, biscuits or scone, it does 
not matter if you are not coming to the show. To discuss the 
possibility of helping in any way please contact Frances 
Canning on 01392 209542 or email 
francesandedward@blueyonder.co.uk  
 

Barn Dance! Saturday 20th May, 7  10 p.m. 
Grange Restaurant, Buckfast Abbey 

 
Professional Band & Caller 

Tickets Adults: £10 per head.   
People aged 18 or under go free, but must be 

accompanied by an adult. 
Includes pasty and chips supper.  
Cash bar available, and Raffle  

All profits go to the Parish Syria Appeal. 
Tickets available from Mary Coates, Sue Lethbridge or 

Fr. Francis 

Appeal for the Diocesan Seminarians Fund 
At the moment, the Diocese of Plymouth is 
blessed with three seminarians; men preparing 
intellectually and pastorally to be ordained to 
serve as priests.  The institutions and courses they 
attend cost more than £30,000 per year each and 
this has to be found by the diocese. 
Would you consider making a donation, gift 
aided if possible?  There will be a second 
collection for this purpose next weekend and 
there will also be forms available for you to set 
up a bankers order if you felt able to give 
regularly.  You may also like to bear this worthy 
cause in mind when you are drafting your Will. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

Tom: “I thought the sermon was divine.  It reminded me of the peace of 
God: It passed all understanding.” 
Dick: “It reminded me of the mercies of God: I thought it would go on for 
ever.” 

--------------------------- 
Why did the Easter egg hide? 
He was a little chicken! 

SPUC Pro-Life Chains 
Saturday 29th April 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Exeter Street, Plymouth (near Dunelm Mill) 
A major, annual event organised by SPUC 
Plymouth and replicated across the country. 
We stand along the kerb in Exeter Street 
holding placards with a pro-life message.  
Please don't leave this to 
others.  Remember,   "Silence in the face of 
evil is itself evil: God will not hold us 
guiltless.  Not to speak is to speak. Not to act 
is to act." (Dietrich Bonhoeffer).    
The chains will be seen by hundreds of 
passing motorist.  Please join us and be a 
voice for the voiceless unborn.  Info: 
Chris Hudson 01752 224018 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture Readings:  
Easter Sunday: Love our spouse just as they are 
The different behaviour patterns of Jesus’ friends are well illustrated in 
these Scriptures. Jesus loved each of them exactly as they were, just as 
He loves each of us. Our challenge is to really love our spouse, just as 
they are, with all the differences that we have. It’s a lifelong journey, but 
like Jesus’ friends, our understanding can grow.  

Proclaiming Christ to the World.  A morning of formation to enrich and 
enliven your faith in Jesus Christ and renew your vision for passing it to 
others.  St. Nicholas School Exeter EX1 3EG May 20th 10 am – 1 pm with 
Dr. Caroline Farey 

From a commentary on the recent restoration of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, by Fr. Raymond De Souza:   
Holy Saturday is the day of the tomb, and today, for the first time in seventy years, the tomb of Christ is no longer an 
embarrassment for Christians. Last month the recent restoration of the Edicule - the chapel in the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre built over the burial place of Christ - was completed. It was the first significant restoration work since 1810. 
The structure had become structurally unstable during the period of the British Mandate in Palestine. In 1947, just before 
the British authority expired, the British erected steel girders around the Edicule to prevent it from collapsing. And for 
seventy years the most important pilgrim site for Christians looked like a ramshackle construction site. 
The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is shared between various Christian churches, with authority in the church shared 
between the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, the Armenian Apostolic Patriarch and the Franciscan Custody of 
the Holy Land, which is the local Roman Catholic authority. It is notoriously difficult to get the three to agree on 
maintenance, routine or otherwise, so the Church of the Holy Sepulchre is generally filthy and in a state of general 
disrepair. The iron cage around Christianity’s holiest site was a humiliating reminder that Christians in the holy city could 
not get their act together. It was a disgrace that the long-needed repairs to the Edicule could not begin, decade after 
decade.  
The restoration cost some $3. 5 million, to which, in a wonderful gesture, King Abdullah of Jordan contributed. While 
the local clergy congratulated themselves on the historic cooperation, it was a decision by the Israeli authorities to briefly 
close the shrine for safety reasons that prompted the necessary agreement. The Israelis closed the church for four hours 
in February 2015. Within months an agreement had been reached to do the repairs. God can write straight with crooked 
lines. 
Now it is done. The blackened Edicule has been restored to the original cream and rose colouring, almost luminous in 
what remains a dark church. The ugly girders are gone, having rendered their necessary service for seven decades.  

Whether the experience of the 
Edicule restoration has an 
enduring positive effect on 
inter-Church relations remains 
to be seen. While officially 
shared, the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre is largely an 
Orthodox church with 
reserved places and times for 
Catholic worship. The 
dilapidated state of the 

 church, and its hodgepodge arrangement of shabby candles, lamps and  
holy pictures is indicative of the difficult state of Orthodoxy in Jerusalem. 
While all over the world the Orthodox have magnificent churches, the  
Holy Sepulchre remains, by comparison, embarrassing. And if the beauty 
 of the church does not lift the pilgrim’s eyes to God, Christian piety  
remembers that Golgotha was a shabby place too.  
Full article: https://cruxnow.com 
 

  
March for Life UK, Birmingham 20th May, 

2017 
Coach leaving St. Peter’s Crownhill, 
Plymouth 8 a.m. Pick up at Exeter Services 
9 a.m.  Leaving Birmingham 5 p.m.  £20 per 
person; donations gratefully accepted. 
Contact Lydia Keogh 07756328648 or 
Christine Hudson 07742320717. 
“You are called to stand up for life! To respect 
and defend the mystery of life always and 
everywhere, including the lives of unborn 
babies, giving real help and encouragement 
to mothers in difficult situations.” Pope St. 
John Paul II  


