
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in confidence 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Joseph the Worker 
Tuesday St. Athanasius 

Wednesday Ss. Philip & James 
Thursday St. Richard Reynolds and All 

Martyrs of England & Wales 
Friday Eastertide 

Saturday Eastertide 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Fr. Eugene Reynolds; Robert Fox; George Crook; Greta Tench; Joy Nunn; 
Samuel Sproston; Dom John Stephan; Marcelle Bickford; Msgr. Anthony Gilby; 

Kevin Smyth; Emma Strickland; Maude Whately; George Daire; Phyllis Bromage; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.

uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

30th April, 2017 Third Sunday of Easter Eucharistic Prayer: III Readings p. 258 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Sunday Scripture Readings:   
How well do we listen to each other? 
As Jesus walked to Emmaus, he listened 
carefully to His disciples and experienced their 
grief.  An important part of our relationship is 
listening.  We may disagree with our partner’s 
thoughts and judgments but they are part of 
who this person is.  We need to experience 
him/her and convey the joy of discovering the 
person he/she is. 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
David Carroll Val Stanley 
Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Jean Elton  

 

If you or someone you know would like 
to be included here, please contact  

Fr. Francis 

Because the Mass of Sunday at St. Benedict’s 
Buckfastleigh is on Saturday evenings, the 
Congregation there miss out on an Easter 
Sunday Mass every year.  Fr. Francis is very 
grateful for their understanding.  Here is a 
photo of the lovely flower display they 
prepared for the Octave Day of Easter last 
Sunday:     

 

In Ashburton on Friday next 
the Mass at 10 a.m. is 
cancelled as the Requiem 
Mass for our brother in Christ, 
Alan Hitchcock, will begin at 
11 a.m. 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £54.00 £10.00 £21.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £198.75 £33.08 £51.84 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £29.00 £37.85 £8.50 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £17.11 £28.92 £1.00 £20.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £31.00 £28.00 £31.52 £274.00 

   £34.46   £76.00 
Thank you once again for your generosity to the second collection.  As 
usual, the congregation at St. Dunstan’s South Brent deserve particular 
recognition for their open-handed giving on these occasions.  
Altogether, including gift aid, £493.86 was collected to help train the 
Diocesan Seminarians.  

It is becoming clear that some of the people who are choosing to receive 
Holy Communion on the tongue are unsure of how this should be done.  
The Parish Priest has to ensure that the Sacraments are administered 
correctly in his parish, so I offer you this instruction, whether as a 
reminder or as new information: 
Whether receiving in the hand or on the tongue: 
• Approach the Sacrament with reverence and humility; in a state 
of grace and properly disposed. One should never be interiorly casual or 
ambivalent about receiving Our Lord. One’s interior disposition often 
manifests itself externally.   
• After the priest or other minister has said, “The Body of Christ,” 
respond with “Amen.”  Do not wait to say “Amen” until after you have 
received. 
If receiving on the tongue: 
• Tilt your head back slightly, open your mouth wide and extend 
your tongue – the tongue need not protrude far out of the mouth, but it 
should block the view of the lower lip. The minister will place the Sacred 
Host on your tongue. Two things are very important here – open wide 
and extend the tongue.  
• Wait until the Sacred Host is safely placed on the tongue and 
only then return your tongue and close your mouth. It is not proper to 
use your teeth or lips to take hold of the Sacred Host. So wait until 
the Sacred Host is safely on your tongue before moving. 
• Keep your head still.  It does not help the priest to move your 
head towards the Sacred Host as he is trying to place it on your tongue. 
To resist this natural tendency to move your head, it may help to close 
your eyes. 
 

Next weekend we will have one of 
our periodic second collections for 
the Parish Syria Appeal.  The others 
this year will be on 6th August and 
19th November. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

“Your age, please?” asked the census taker. 
 
“Well,” said the woman, “let me figure this out.  I was 18 when 
I was married and my husband was 30.  He is 60 now, or 
twice as old as he was the, so that makes me 36.” 

Help Needed By Churches at The Devon County Show 18th 19th and 
20th May 2017  
1. Volunteers on Thursday 18th May to help staff the tea bar, serving 
tea, coffee and cake throughout the day in shifts. 2. welcome people 
who come to the stand, show them what is available and listen to 
anyone who wants to talk. 3. We need homemade cake, biscuits or 
scone, it does not matter if you are not coming to the show. Please 
contact Frances Canning on 01392 209542 or email 
francesandedward@blueyonder.co.uk  
 

Barn Dance – All Welcome!  
Saturday 20th May, 7–10 p.m. 

Grange Restaurant 
Professional Band & Caller 

Tickets Adults: £10 per head.   
People aged 18 or under go 

free, but must be accompanied 
by an adult. 

Includes pasty and chips 
Cash bar available, and Raffle  
All profits to the Parish Syria 

Appeal. 
Tickets available from  

Mary Coates, Sue Lethbridge  
or Fr. Francis 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Some diverse pieces of news from St Mary's this week. The first is a bit of an 
historical note insofar as I am pretty sure we have had the youngest ever pupil start 
with us this week. (I will have to check what happened in Victorian times but 
definitely she is the youngest in "modern" times). A little girl joined us just two days 
after her third birthday and joined the other tiddlers on the carpet. We have three 
of these very young children whom we wouldn't have seen for at least another year 
or so before we extended the age of the Foundation Stage Unit. But now they sit 
on the carpet in their slightly stiff school uniform (you know the sort of thing - they 
sit down but their uniforms don't fold with them so you have the impression of a 
cardigan sitting on the floor with a child inside it), feeling very grown up but 
desperate to get at those toys! And I definitely cannot see them as they go by my 
counter but I'm sure they will be included in the "helpful hands" rota and I will be 
seeing their little hands struggling to put the register on the shelf for me before too 
long. 
The other piece of news is that the children have, once again, been harvesting the 
produce from the gardens and sending it to the kitchens to be prepared for our 
school dinners. Unfortunately, Miss Slack will have to work on her plant recognition 
as she sent over some chard and big spring onions only to be told that they were 
actually small leeks! However, that detail didn't faze the chefs (not a lot does, to be 
fair) and the produce was duly returned ready for consumption (and, of course, a 
photo shoot for the papers!). 
We are now in the run in for Year 6 SATs with only one more week of revision and 
then the tests themselves. We will all be glad to get on with the excitement of the 
residential trip which follows on the heels of SATs week, not to mention swimming, 
sports, Enterprise Fayre and all the other fun, summer stuff! 
 

Scoriton & Buckfastleigh Twinning 
Association are appealing for local 
people to offer B&B to French guests 
over the August Bank Holiday 
weekend; three nights from 26th 
August.  Please contact Anne 
Goulborn on 01364 643728 or 
scoritonbucktwinning@gmail.com 
   

It may be of interest to hear that Fr. Francis has 
been awarded the honorary title of Cathedral Prior 
of the church and monastery of St. Andrew at 
Rochester by the Abbot President in recognition 
of his work for the English Benedictine 
Congregation. 
Before the Reformation the Benedictines formed 
the Chapters of some of the cathedrals in England.  
The superior was the Cathedral Prior.  In 1633 the 
Holy See directed that these titles should be 
perpetuated. 
There are twelve Cathedral Priors, including our 
own Fr. Sebastian, who was appointed Cathedral 
Prior of Winchester in 2003 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The April draw took place last Friday.  And the lucky 
winners are:   
1st Prize (£25)   No. 69  Mr. Frank Milton;  
2nd Prize (£10)   No. 50  Mr. K. Waterman;  
3rd Prize (£6.50)  No. 16  Anon. 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal. Tickets 
from Mike Lang or Fr. Francis. £1 per month for 12 

months.  This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council RUN TO THE SON: Friday 23rd- Sunday 25th 
June, 2017 at Buckfast Abbey. A weekend of 
prayer and inspiration to help equip you for 
mission. Main features include:- a day of growth 
in discipleship led by the Franciscans of the 
Renewal, a night vigil of prayer welcoming the 
dawn in the splendour of the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel and a sunrise Mass with Bishop Mark. 
Tickets £25 inclusive of food and camping 
facilities. (Other accommodation available at 
additional cost). Booking in info online at  
www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact 
St. Peter’s, Plymouth 01752 701660  

 

The next in Fr Christopher’s series of Quiet days  
Saturday 6th May, repeated on Saturday 13th.  

 

‘Leave the light on. 
Why are we afraid of darkness in our lives?’ 

 

Violet Evelyn Hall, Southgate 10.00am-3.00pm.  
£15 to include refreshments and a light lunch.  
Mass and opportunity for quiet prayer, group 
discussions and confession. 

March for Life UK, Birmingham 20th May, 2017 
Coach leaving St. Peter’s Crownhill, Plymouth 8 a.m. Pick up 
at Exeter Services 9 a.m.  Leaving Birmingham 5 p.m.  £20 
per person; donations gratefully accepted. Contact Lydia 
Keogh 07756328648 or Christine Hudson 07742320717. 
“You are called to stand up for life! To respect and defend the 
mystery of life always and everywhere, including the lives of 
unborn babies, giving real help and encouragement to 
mothers in difficult situations.” Pope St. John Paul II  


