
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in confidence 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday -Wednesday Eastertide 

Thursday Holy Abbots of Cluny 
Friday – Saturday Eastertide 

 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Frederick Gould; Rose Smith; Josef Hogbin; Beatrice Seaton; Patrick Jennings; 
Emily Cutten; Beryl Beard; Mary Channing; Lavinia Ash; Margaret Winstanley; 

Wingrave Tench; Donald  Beard; Dom John Kraft; Montagu Godfrey;  
Charles Walmsley; Leslie Deane; Dom Charles Norris; Beatrice Bebenek; 

Mortimer Bullen; Blanche Brachi; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.

uk 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Hedges 
David Carroll Val Stanley Phil Nunn 

Monica Douglas Jean Elton  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included here, 
please contact Fr. Francis 

Help Needed By Churches at The Devon County Show 18th 19th and 20th 
May 2017  
1. Volunteers on Thursday 18th May to help staff the tea bar, serving tea, coffee 
and cake throughout the day in shifts. 2. welcome people who come to the stand, 
show them what is available and listen to anyone who wants to talk. 3. We need 
homemade cake, biscuits or scone, it does not matter if you are not coming to 
the show. Please contact Frances Canning on 01392 209542 or email 
francesandedward@blueyonder.co.uk  
 

Barn Dance – All Welcome!  
Saturday 20th May, 7–10 p.m. 

Grange Restaurant 
Professional Band & Caller 

Tickets Adults: £10 per head.   
People aged 18 or under go 

free, but must be accompanied 
by an adult. 

Includes pasty and chips 
Cash bar available, and Raffle  
All profits to the Parish Syria 

Appeal. 
Tickets available from  

Mary Coates, Sue Lethbridge  
or Fr. Francis 

This weekend we will have 
one of our periodic second 
collections for the Parish 
Syria Appeal.  The others 
this year will be on 6th 
August and 19th November. 
 
WORKING closely with 
other aid organisations, 

ACN is providing help for people who come to distribution centres 
spread across many parts of Aleppo. Each family has been assessed 
and categorised according to need and can only receive their quota 
of provisions after their ID has been verified. 
Some people in most desperate need are entitled to hot meals and 
others receive pre-packaged items.  One centre we visited in the 
Christian-dominated Aziza district serves 50,000 people. Provisions 
last for six weeks. 
One such recipient family is pictured above: Basil Syoufi, 22, his wife, 
Mariana, 27, and their one-month old daughter, Christa - the light of 
the young couple's lives. The challenge of getting by is greater 
because Basil was born with a disability. 
The family receive food parcels, including coupons for chicken, 
heating fuel and electricity. Funding for electricity is vital because 
privately-run firms charge up to a third of an average salary to provide 
10 hours' power for two lightbulbs and a TV 
Basil, who receives top-up help because of his disability, said: “Where 
else could we go for help? Half our home has disappeared after a 
bomb landed on it. We just thank God we are still alive.” 
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £62.70 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £261.54 £68.08 

Second £18.30  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £10.00 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £35.39 £48.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £30.00 £43.00 

   £51.96 
 

The organisers of the 
Women’s World Day of 
Prayer in Ashburton have 
just been notified that the 
collection taken at their 
event totalled a very 
creditable £151.  Well done! 

The 2018 Synod of Bishops in Rome will focus on 
what the Church can do with and for young 
people. The three themes of youth, faith and 
vocational discernment are intended to reflect on 
how the Church can “accompany young people 
on their way of life towards maturity so that, 
through a process of discernment, they can 
discover their life project and realize it with joy, 
opening the encounter with God and with each 
other, and actively participating in the building up 
of the Church and society.” 
As part of the preparation for the Synod, young 
Catholics are asked to share what they feel about 
their lives, faith and vocational discernment in an 
online poll, prior to a Synod in Rome in 2018. The 
survey is open until June 5th 2017.   
MEGA YOUTH POLL: Ages 13-29.  Follow this 
link https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/parish-
youth-poll  or type Mega Youth Poll into your 
search engine and follow the instructions.  Let the 
Church know what you think. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A tornado hit a farmhouse just before dawn one morning.  It 
lifted the roof off, picked up the bed on which the farmer and 
his wife slept, and set it down gently in the next village. 
The wife began to cry. 
“Don’t be scared, Ethel,” her husband said.  “We’re not hurt.” 
Ethel continued to sob; “I’m not scared,” she replied, “I’m 
happy ‘cause this is the first time in 14 years we’ve been out 
together!”  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week we were pleased to welcome a former pupil to look around the school. 
Mr Harvey was staying at Northgate House and came over with his wife to re-visit 
some old memories. He had been evacuated to the school with his sister in 1947 
and had returned again in 1950 before going on to what is now KEVICCs. We were 
able to find his name in the admissions register and gave him a copy of the page 
to show his sister.  It is always a lovely experience for us to be able to proudly 
show off what the school has become. What is particularly nice is that you can still 
recognise the original buildings at the heart of the school but the environment we 
can offer to the children now is so much more. I also like to think that we continue 
to fulfil the school’s original purpose of serving the community and that in our hearts 
we are no different from the children and staff throughout the years. 
Mr Harvey brought with him a tattered but clearly much loved photo of himself 
sitting in class with his sister just a little in front of him. It was recognisably the room 
we call Burrator (see ‘then & now’ pictures, right) and it must have been a strange 
feeling for him to be looking at the real place after so many years only having the 
photo. In some ways, the room is still physically recognisable – the windows, the 
high dado rails. In others, very different – in the photo the children are sitting in 
rows, the floor is bare wood and there is very little equipment (apart from an 
abacus, a piano and a rocking horse, the last of which Mr Harvey was sorry we no 
longer had!). As he could name many of the children in the photo he was sent away 
with a little homework to do with his sister – to write the names on a copy of the 
photograph which we can then display on our open days and put into our archives 
for future generations to enjoy. 
 

Say a little prayer for all our dear children taking their SATs this coming week.  
They and their teachers have been working really hard; may God bless them for 
all their efforts. 
  

Scoriton & Buckfastleigh Twinning 
Association are appealing for local 
people to offer B&B to French guests 
over the August Bank Holiday 
weekend; three nights from 26th 
August.  Please contact Anne 
Goulborn on 01364 643728 or 
scoritonbucktwinning@gmail.com 
   

RUN TO THE SON: Friday 23rd- Sunday 25th June, 
2017 at Buckfast Abbey. A weekend of prayer and 
inspiration to help equip you for mission. Main 
features include:- a day of growth in discipleship led 
by the Franciscans of the Renewal, a night vigil of 
prayer welcoming the dawn in the splendour of the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel and a sunrise Mass with 
Bishop Mark.  Tickets £25 inclusive of food and 
camping facilities. (Other accommodation available 
at additional cost). Booking in info online at  
www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. 
Peter’s, Plymouth 01752 701660   

March for Life UK, Birmingham 20th May, 2017 
Coach leaving St. Peter’s Crownhill, Plymouth 8 a.m. Pick up 
at Exeter Services 9 a.m.  Leaving Birmingham 5 p.m.  £20 
per person; donations gratefully accepted. Contact Lydia 
Keogh 07756328648 or Christine Hudson 07742320717. 
“You are called to stand up for life! To respect and defend the 
mystery of life always and everywhere, including the lives of 
unborn babies, giving real help and encouragement to 
mothers in difficult situations.” Pope St. John Paul II  

Vocations Weekend foryoung women (20s and 30s)  Discerning God's Call in my life 26th - 28th May 2017; Broadstairs 
The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ).There will be input from the FCJ sisters on 
different aspects of vowed life, and time for prayer, reflection and discussion with other young women who are also 
considering a vocation to religious life. It's an opportunity to live community life for a weekend and meet some sisters! 
Contact Sr Lynne fcj at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our website www.fcjsisters.org  

Come to know your Faith better: the School 
of the Annunciation is offering 7 summer 
schools this July/August, in the beautiful 
surroundings of Buckfast Abbey. Subjects 
range from Spiritual Theology, to the 
relationship between science and religion; 
from the Old Testament to Sacred Beauty; 
from Apologetics to Philosophy. Did you ever 
wish you knew a little more about the faith? 
Come and join us. Details from the poster on 
the notice board, from the School's website 
(www.schooloftheannunciation.com) or by 
ringing the School (01364 645660) 

Fatima statue in Plymouth Cathedral on Sat 24th June 
The Fatima Apostolate’s Pilgrim Virgin statue will be 
crowned by Bishop Mark in the cathedral on Sat 24th June 
and the diocese consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. The statue is accompanied by relics for veneration 
of Francisco & Jacinta, who will be canonised as the first 
child Saints by Pope Francis at Fatima on 13th May. For 
further details contact Tim Robertson on 01392 433256, 
email: timt-robertson@clara.co.uk, and see: 
www.worldfatima-englandwales.org.uk    

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings:   
Fourth Sunday of Easter  Feeding your sheep 
John 10:10 describes us as ‘sheep’. God watches over and 
feeds us with his Word, and in the Eucharist. With God’s help 
we have created a few more sheep, so we pray for His help, 
read books, use the internet to protect our children from the 
harm done by the ‘media’ and many of today ‘addictions’. 
That’s being good shepherds.   
 

 

 


