
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in confidence 

call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Eastertide 
Tuesday Eastertide 

Wednesday Our Lady of Buckfast 
Thursday St. Bede 

Friday St. Aldhelm 
Saturday St. Augustine of 

Canterbury 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Elizabeth Bodenham; Joseph Healey; Maurice Turner; Francis Puddicombe;  
Kathleen Ferrero; George Torrington; Dom Richard Rotter; Alan Wakley; John  Henle; 

Agnes Withers; Edith Robinson; John Bissett; Mildred Smyth; Br. Anselm Maigler; 
Margaret Lindsay; Dom Winfrid Rechtsteiner; Austin Concanon; Lester Davis; 

 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 

645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

21st  May, 2017 Sixth Sunday of Easter Eucharistic Prayer: III Readings p. 268 
 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
David Carroll Val Stanley 

Monica Douglas Jean Elton 
Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Fred Cooke  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Scoriton & Buckfastleigh Twinning Association are 
appealing for local people to offer B&B to French guests 
over the August Bank Holiday weekend; three nights from 
26th August.  Please contact Anne Goulborn on 01364 
643728 or scoritonbucktwinning@gmail.com 
   

While your deciding who to vote for in the 
General Election, why not take a look at the 
briefing prepared by CAFOD which includes 
discussion of some important issues, 
suggestions of questions you might ask the 
candidates and ways of getting involved with 
CAFOD’s work of advocacy for the poor and 
vulnerable of the world.  Go to 
http://cafod.org.uk/ scroll down to find 
‘General Election briefing’ on the home page. 

This weekend there will 
be a second collection 
for the sick and retired 
clergy of the diocese. 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £73.03 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £201.30 £38.08 

Second £14.35  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £37.90 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £25.00 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £45.70 £38.50 

   £37.09 
 

World Communications Day http://www.catholicnews.org.uk  
Bishop John Arnold writes: This takes place on Ascension Sunday, 28 
May.  It reflects the Lord’s mandate that we should “Go out to the whole 
world and proclaim the Good News”.  On this day, Catholics are 
encouraged to pray for all those professions who work in the field of 
Communications.  A particular intention for prayer is for those who are 
responsible for communicating on behalf of the Catholic Church in this 
country through the Catholic Communications Network.  The CCN is the 
media office of the Bishops’ Conference and seeks to support the 
Bishops in their role as teachers both of the Catholic community and the 
wider world.  The office is the central point for media enquiries and is a 
key resource for national and international media professionals.  It also 
plays an important role in developing the public profile of the Church 
through word and image, online and offline. In addition to this, CCN 
work on carefully selected campaigns to promote the Catholic Faith in 
public life such as the http://www.artofdyingwell.org/ There will be a 
second collection for this cause next week. 
 

Where Mercy and Misery Meet.. 
2-4pm, Sat 17th June 

St Joseph’s Newton Abbot 
An afternoon to explore Pope Francis’ 
Apostolic Letter with Sister Anne 
McDowell. It will include a brief 
presentation, reflection on how we can 
respond to the theme of the letter, and 
conclude with a short prayer service. All 
welcome.  
Further details from Peter Farrell on 
01626 369478. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Launceston in honour 
of St. Cuthbert Mayne 
Saturday 10th June 5 p.m. Mass and 
veneration of the relic at Bude 
Sunday 11th June: 10 a.m. Solemn Mass and 
veneration of the relic at Launceston; 2 p.m. 
Praying the rosary in the Town Square where 
the Saint was executed on 30th November, 
1577; 3 p.m. Solemn Benediction in the 
presence of Bishop Mark; 5 p.m. Mass and 
veneration of the relic at Callington. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 5 
p.m. on Friday 9th June until Sunday to pray 
for vocations. 
Plenty of parking and toilet facilities 
Refreshments in the hall, with kitchen and 
snacking facilities 
Bookstall, prayer cards, maps of Launceston 
with prayer walk. 

 

 “St. Peter committed one of the greatest sins, denying 
Christ, and yet they made him Pope.  Think about that.”  

Pope Francis 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Allen reflects on Pope Francis’ recent trip to Egypt: 
The April 28-29 trip unfolded under the shadow of Palm  
Sunday bombings of two Coptic churches in Egypt that left 45  
people dead. In that context, Francis delivered a strong call for 
 political and religious leaders to “unmask the violence that  
masquerades as purported sanctity.”  Francis also issued a robust defense of the Christian minority in the Middle East, 
calling them “light and salt in these lands.”  The last time a pontiff delivered even a gentle rebuke to Egypt over the plight 
of its Christians, which came under Benedict XVI in 2011, the country’s political and religious establishment expressed 
outrage, freezing diplomatic relations and inter-faith dialogue with the Vatican. This time, however, Francis was celebrated 
as a moral hero, suggesting that something may be shifting.  At least two recent developments in Egypt lend credence to 
that perception.  The first is the opening of a new Coptic Christian church in the village of Ismailia, a village which is  one-
third Christian, two-thirds Muslim, and in the past it’s occasionally been marked by the same sectarian strife that’s engulfed 
other parts of the country. In keeping with Egyptian custom, it has a “reconciliation committee” that’s supposed to arbitrate 
disputes, though in many cases Christians have complained that the deck on these panels is stacked against their interests. 
This time, however, the committee not only voted overwhelmingly to approve the construction of a new church, but the local 
Muslim population actually contributed a significant share of the funding to build it. 
On another front, a well-known Islamic cleric, Sheikh Salem Abdul Jalil, who is also an undersecretary in the Egyptian 
ministry for “religious allocations,” recently went on television to denounce Christians and Jews as “infidels” and their 
doctrines as “corrupt.” In the past, that sort of rhetoric might have passed without comment or even been applauded, but 
not so this time around.  Instead, the minister for whom Jalil works, Mohamed Mokhtar Gomaa, swiftly put out a statement 
disowning the remarks and stating that Jalil would be banned from preaching in mosques. Various jurists in the country 
charged Jalil with an “outrage against religion,” which is a crime under Egyptian law, and he now is set to appear before a 
court on June 25.  To be clear, it’s not that Pope Francis’s brief two-day  
trip caused any of this. In truth, the basic force at play probably is that  
most ordinary Egyptians are simply sick of sectarian conflict, not to  
mention terrified that, unless checked, the sort of fundamentalist chaos  
that’s engulfed Iraq and Syria could strike them as well. 
Nevertheless, the pope’s visit caught that mood, and, at least arguably,  
encouraged and augmented it. If Egypt does turn a corner in the fight  
against religious violence and extremism, Francis’s trip, and the  
message it delivered, could be remembered as an important part of  
that transition.  Full article: www.cruxnow.com  
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips 
with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Trying it on with the insurers: 
-Coming home, I drove into the wrong house 
and collided with a tree I don’t have. 
-If the other driver had stopped a few yards 
behind himself, I wouldn’t have hit him. 
-an invisible car came out of nowhere, struck my 
vehicle, and vanished. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

They say that there is no such thing as bad weather, only inappropriate clothing. So it was with appropriate clothing that we 
sent Fernworthy and Meldon classes off on their trips this week. Fernworthy were visiting Dartmoor Zoo who rang to see if 
we were still going in spite of the weather. I didn't give them the whole "St Mary's children are made of stern stuff" speech, 
instead I managed to ask, in my slightly perplexed but a little disappointed voice, if the children could still go in the rain and 
fortunately the zoo said they could! Meanwhile Meldon were off on a train trip and it really doesn't matter if it's raining when 
you are chugging along in an exciting steam train, which lets out a piercing whistle every so often which scares the pants 
off half of you, but the visit to the Rare Breeds Farm was a little compromised by the inclement weather. However both trips 
were successful and the children were able to get some real life experience about their current topics. 
Back at school, our inappropriately clad buildings were, once again, letting the water in here and there so, once again, we 
had the builders in. This time more drastic action was taken and part of the ceiling was taken down outside the hall to try to 
see from below where the water is coming in. Hopefully we will get an answer next week when another man comes to look 
at it. Meanwhile up on the roof a nice selection of weeds are starting to put in an appearance. All of which only serves to 
remind me that I must get a quote for some AstroTurf which could be rolled back and forth in these situations and which 
would always give the impression of being tidy and inviting .... but, then, where would the fun be in that! 
This week Venford are off to the Butterfly Farm and, as long as the butterflies are game enough to put in an appearance, 
so will the children. Also Burrator class will be out and about on their residential so let's hope for a little sun for all of them. 
 

Vocations Weekend for young women (20s and 30s)  
Discerning God's Call in my life  
26th - 28th May 2017; Broadstairs 

The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful 
Companions of Jesus (FCJ).There will be input from the 
FCJ sisters on different aspects of vowed life, and time 
for prayer, reflection and discussion with other young 
women who are also considering a vocation to religious 
life. It's an opportunity to live community life for a 
weekend and meet some sisters!  Contact Sr Lynne fcj at 
lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our website: 
 www.fcjsisters.org  

The 2018 Synod of Bishops in Rome will focus on what the 
Church can do with and for young people. The three themes 
of youth, faith and vocational discernment are intended to 
reflect on how the Church can “accompany young people on 
their way of life towards maturity so that, through a process of 
discernment, they can discover their life project and realize it 
with joy, opening the encounter with God and with each other, 
and actively participating in the building up of the Church and 
society.” 
As part of the preparation for the Synod, young Catholics are 
asked to share what they feel about their lives, faith and 
vocational discernment in an online poll, prior to a Synod in 
Rome in 2018. The survey is open until June 5th 2017.   
MEGA YOUTH POLL: Ages 13-29. Follow this link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/parish-youth-poll  or type 
Mega Youth Poll into your search engine and follow the 
instructions.   

Let the Church know what you think. 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings:  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Listen to Jesus within ourselves and within our partner 
Jesus is in me and in you! In marriage we are especially 
called to honour that presence in our spouse every day. 
There may be times when we hurt each other or take 
each other for granted, leading to feelings of jealousy and 
resentment, often to arguments. At times like this the call 
is for forgiveness, for healing, for affirmation. 
 


