
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Pachomius 
Tuesday Eastertide 

Wednesday Eastertide 
Thursday Eastertide 

Friday Ss. Dunstan, Ethelwold 
& Oswald 

Saturday Eastertide 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Nicholas Scott Maddocks; Kathleen Sheehan; Br. Paul Lascaraboura;  
Pam Reynolds; Hugh Bullard; Richard Rymer Cooper; Maria Vetter; Eva Witt; 

Mary Roberts; Mary Stuart; Louisa Ash;   
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

14th May, 2017 Fifth Sunday of Easter Eucharistic Prayer: IV Readings p. 265 
 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Hedges 
David Carroll Val Stanley Phil Nunn 

Monica Douglas Jean Elton Fred Cooke 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included here, 
please contact Fr. Francis 

Help Needed By Churches at The Devon County Show 18th 19th and 20th 
May 2017  
1. Volunteers on Thursday 18th May to help staff the tea bar, serving tea, coffee 
and cake throughout the day in shifts. 2. welcome people who come to the stand, 
show them what is available and listen to anyone who wants to talk. 3. We need 
homemade cake, biscuits or scone, it does not matter if you are not coming to 
the show. Please contact Frances Canning on 01392 209542 or email 
francesandedward@blueyonder.co.uk  
 

Last Chance! 
to get your tickets for the 

Parish Barn Dance  
All Welcome!  

This promises to be a 
great night out, for a 

great price which 
supports the Parish Syria 

Appeal 
Saturday 20th May, 7–10 p.m. 

Grange Restaurant 
Professional Band & Caller 

Tickets Adults: £10 per head.   
People aged 18 or under go 

free, but must be accompanied 
by an adult. 

Includes pasty and chips 
and there are rumours the ice 
cream van is coming to call! 

Cash bar available, and Raffle.  
Tickets available from  

Mary Coates, Sue Lethbridge  
or Fr. Francis 

Scoriton & Buckfastleigh Twinning Association are appealing for local people to 
offer B&B to French guests over the August Bank Holiday weekend; three nights 
from 26th August.  Please contact Anne Goulborn on 01364 643728 or 
scoritonbucktwinning@gmail.com 
   

The 2018 Synod of Bishops in Rome will focus on what the Church can do with 
and for young people. The three themes of youth, faith and vocational 
discernment are intended to reflect on how the Church can “accompany young 
people on their way of life towards maturity so that, through a process of 
discernment, they can discover their life project and realize it with joy, opening 
the encounter with God and with each other, and actively participating in the 
building up of the Church and society.” 
As part of the preparation for the Synod, young Catholics are asked to share 
what they feel about their lives, faith and vocational discernment in an online poll, 
prior to a Synod in Rome in 2018. The survey is open until June 5th 2017.   
MEGA YOUTH POLL: Ages 13-29. Follow this link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/parish-youth-poll  or type Mega Youth Poll 
into your search engine and follow the instructions.   

Let the Church know what you think. 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £48.50 £10.00 £55.63 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £215.96 £88.08 £229.77 £393.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £27.50 £37.85 £6.00 £20.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £33.50 £18.92 £0.50 £11.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £31.00 £52.00 £29.75 £118.00 

   £51.71   £135.50 
Thank you, once again, for your generosity to the Parish Syria Appeal.  
Together with gift aid and the monastery’s contribution it comes to 
£1,862.80.  

While your deciding who to vote for in the General Election, why not take a look 
at the briefing prepared by CAFOD which includes discussion of some important 
issues, suggestions of questions you might ask the candidates and ways of 
getting involved with CAFOD’s work of advocacy for the poor and vulnerable of 
the world.  Go to http://cafod.org.uk/ scroll down to find ‘General Election briefing’ 
on the home page. 

Next weekend there will be a second collection 
for the sick and retired clergy of the diocese. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your 
lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

Did you hear about the man from the Inland 
Revenue who phoned a certain Baptist 
minister to say, “We’re checking the tax return 
of a member of your church, Deacon X, and 
notice he lists a donation to your building fund 
of £3,000.  Is that correct?” 
 

Without hesitation the minister answered, “I 
haven’t got my records available, but I’ll 
promise you one thing: If he hasn’t, he will!”  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Hurray! KS2 SATs are over! Last week was a tough and tense week for everyone as the rest of the school played their part 
in providing the least distracting atmosphere to allow the Year 6 children to concentrate on their tests. Small children 
practised tiptoeing with their fingers on their lips (not the easiest thing to accomplish when you are only three and a bit), 
older children suffered temporary food deprivation as break times were changed to accommodate the test timings and staff 
had to keep referring to daily bulletins as timetables changed and staff duties swapped to cover those still ensconced in 
exam conditions. But we made it and Thursday break time was celebrated in the woodland area by the Year 6 children 
scoffing (sorry, there is no other word for it) delicious pizzas made in our new pizza oven. 
I'd like to say next week will be easier and for some it will be - Fernworthy are off to Dartmoor Zoo as part of their topic. This 
week they have been learning about food chains so they will be looking at the lions especially who, depending on the speed 
you can run, could be considered to be above us... sometimes. Meldon are off on a train ride as part of their topic on 
transport and, I think it fair to say, excitement levels will be through the roof! Unfortunately for the Year 2 children they will 
be sitting their KS1 SATs which are not so important as the Year 6 tests but I feel that detail will be of little interest to the 
seven year olds confronted with exam conditions and, the first of many in their lifetime, an exam paper. The Year 6 children 
will also be completing their portfolio of written pieces for the class teacher to assess so their noses will still be to the 
grindstone. A mixed bag then but, surely, soon summer will be upon us along with a bit more fun for all! 
 

Vocations Weekend foryoung women (20s and 30s)  Discerning 
God's Call in my life 26th - 28th May 2017; Broadstairs 

The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful Companions of 
Jesus (FCJ).There will be input from the FCJ sisters on different 
aspects of vowed life, and time for prayer, reflection and 
discussion with other young women who are also considering a 
vocation to religious life. It's an opportunity to live community life 
for a weekend and meet some sisters!  Contact Sr Lynne fcj at 
lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our website www.fcjsisters.org  

Come to know your Faith better: the School 
of the Annunciation is offering 7 summer 
schools this July/August, in the beautiful 
surroundings of Buckfast Abbey. Subjects 
range from Spiritual Theology, to the 
relationship between science and religion; 
from the Old Testament to Sacred Beauty; 
from Apologetics to Philosophy. Did you ever 
wish you knew a little more about the faith? 
Come and join us. Details from the poster on 
the notice board, from the School's website 
(www.schooloftheannunciation.com) or by 
ringing the School (01364 645660) 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings:  Fifth Sunday of Easter 
I am in you and you are in me 
Jesus says, “To have seen me is to have seen the 
Father”.  In our married life, through the visible sign of 
the way we love each other, when people meet one 
of us we can be a sign that ‘when seeing me, you see 
the one I love, in me and with me’, thus emulating 
Jesus’ relationship with His Father. 
 

On Friday evening Pope Francis addressed the vast crowd gathered in Fatima for the canonisation of Francisco and 
Jacinta Marto, Andrea Tornielli reports in “Vatican Insider”: 
He explained that "No other creature ever basked in the light of God’s face" as did Mary. The Pope then quoted the words 
used by Paul VI during a pilgrimage to Cagliari in 1970: "if we want to be Christian, we must be Marian; in a word, we have 
to acknowledge the essential, vital and providential relationship uniting Our Lady to Jesus, a relationship that opens before 
us the way leading to him”  
But Pope Francis also took advantage of the opportunity to clear the field from ways of considering Mary not in harmony 
with the Gospel. "Pilgrims with Mary ... But which Mary? – he asked - A teacher of the spiritual life, the first to follow Jesus 
on the “narrow way” of the cross by giving us an example, or a Lady “unapproachable” and impossible to imitate? A woman 
“blessed because she believed” always and everywhere in God’s words, or a “plaster statue” from whom we beg favours 
at little cost? The Virgin Mary of the Gospel, venerated by the Church at prayer, or a Mary of our own making: one who 
restrains the arm of a vengeful God; one sweeter than Jesus the ruthless judge; one more merciful than the Lamb slain for 
us?  
"It is evident here that we should not surrender to catastrophes and visions that present Our Lady as "sweeter" and "more 
merciful" than God the Father and Christ. "Great injustice is done to God’s grace" Francis said, "whenever we say that sins 
are punished by his judgment, without first saying – as the Gospel clearly does – that they are forgiven by his mercy!"  
"Mercy has to be put before judgment " the Pontiff said, "and, in any case, God’s judgment will always be rendered in the 
light of his mercy. Obviously, God’s mercy does not deny justice, for Jesus took upon himself the consequences of our sin, 
together with its due punishment. He did not deny sin, but redeemed it on the cross." That is why "we are freed from our 
sins" and "we put aside all fear and dread, as unbefitting those who are loved ". Thus, there is no faith based on fear, on 
chasing secrets and visions, but based on the gospel and love."  
"Whenever we look at Mary," Francis continued, "we come to believe once again in the revolutionary nature of love and 
tenderness. In her, we see that humility and tenderness are not virtues of the weak but of the strong, who need not treat 
others poorly in order to feel important themselves…" The Pope wished those present to become "with Mary, a sign and 
sacrament of the mercy of God, who pardons always and pardons everything.". So he urged all to say: "Out of the pride of 
my heart, I went astray, following my own ambitions and interests, without gaining any crown of glory! My one hope of glory, 
Lord, is this: that your Mother will take me in her arms, shelter me beneath her mantle, and set me close to your heart”. 
 

 


