
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Eastertide 
Tuesday Eastertide 

Wednesday Visitation of Our 
Lady 

Thursday St. Justin 
Friday Eastertide 

Saturday St. Charles Lwanga & 
companions 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Burrows; John Bourke; Dom Thomas Plersch; Agnes Komiensky; James O’Dea; 
Evelyn Jones; Wiseman Grisbrook; Jack Lewis; Concetta Collinge; Br. Ignatius Birk; 

Gabrielle  Myhill; Stephan Kwidzinski; Thomas Stuart; 
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

28th May, 2017 Ascension of the Lord Eucharistic Prayer: II Readings p. 272 
 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
David Carroll Val Stanley 

Monica Douglas Jean Elton 
Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Fred Cooke  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

This Sunday is the Church’s World 
Communications Day 
Please take one of the prayer cards 
available at the back of the church.  
There will be a second collection for 
this cause this weekend. It will go to 
support the work of the Catholic 
Communications Network which 
supports the Church by responding 
positively to enquiries from the media.  It 
also helps to develop an inviting profile 
for the Church and promotes the Catholic 
faith in public life.  More info: 
 http://www.catholicnews.org.uk  
 

Where Mercy and Misery Meet. 
2-4pm, Sat 17th June 

St Joseph’s Newton Abbot 
Explore Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter 
with Sister Anne McDowell. A brief 
presentation, reflection on how we can 
respond to the theme of the letter, and 
conclude with a short prayer service. All 
welcome. Further details from Peter 
Farrell on 01626 369478. 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £78.50 £10.00 £37.50 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £235.75 £93.08 £34.56 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £24.77 £37.85 £4.00 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £25.61 £38.92 £7.75 £25.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.00 £31.00 £32.32 £48.00 

   £52.71   £20.75 
Thank you for the second collection, which with gift aid raised £219.88 for the 
sick and retired clergy of the Plymouth Diocese. 

In each of the churches of the parish this weekend there can be found 
copies of a Letter to Catholics of England and Wales from their Bishops.  
Issued in the names of the Metropolitan Archbishops and with the 
agreement of all the Hierarchy, the Letter offers a framework for your 
discernment of the issues before you in the forthcoming General 
Election.  With some considerations of the teaching of Pope Francis and 
some questions which might help you to discern where parliamentary 
candidates stand on some of the important issues of the day, the Bishops 
hope to assist in determine how best to vote in order to promote the 
common good.  Please take a copy of the letter.  

Knight Commander of the Order of the Star of Ethiopia. 
Douglas Newton KCHS, CSE, KEL, LC Abbey Sidesman has been honored by His Imperial Highness Prince Ermias Sahle-
Selassie Haile-Selassie, Head of the Crown Council of Ethiopia, grandson of the late Emperor Haile-Selassie. Douglas has 
been invested as: Knight Commander of the Order of the Star of Ethiopia. (CSE) 
 

The Order was established to honor foreign, domestic civilian & military officials & individuals for service to 
Ethiopia. It is the fifth ranking order of the Empire of Ethiopia alongside the Order of Menelik II. An order of 
Christian knighthood of the Ethiopian Empire, founded by the Negus of Shoa and later the Emperor of 
Ethiopia Menelik II in 1884-1885. It is awarded as a ‘Royal House Order’ by the Crown Council of Ethiopia. 
The award was made in recognition for his support of orphaned street children in Ethiopia. 

 

During an official visit of H.I.H. Prince Ermias to Dublin in 2004. Douglas was invested as a Knight of The 
Imperial Order of The Lion of Ethiopia (KEL) which recognises service to Ethiopia, for charitable endeavours 
& volunteer work in fields such as health, food & agriculture. Further receiving the Lalibela Cross in 2007 
(LC).  

A message from Jenny Nuttgens: Thank you to all those people who sent me cards, 
flowers, gifts and good wishes on the occasion of my birthday last weekend. The Barn Dance 
was an ideal venue for a celebration party for my family: people spanning eight decades and 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all . 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

More tales of woe to insurers: 
 

• I was thrown from my car as it left the road.  I was later 
found in a ditch by some stray cows. 

• The telephone pole was approaching fast.  I was 
attempting to swerve out of its path when it struck my 
front end. 

• I pulled away from the side of the road, glanced at my 
mother-in-law, and headed over the embankment. 

• I collided with a stationary streetcar coming in the 
opposite direction. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Well, in some ways the week should have been a bit quieter 
with Burrator being out and about on their activities and 
residential week but somehow it wasn't! Admittedly, on the 
second day they were on the school field doing archery 
which meant creating a big exclusion zone to avoid the 
inadvertent piercing of other children. Fortunately the 
session passed without incident. For the rest of the week 
they were in residence at Grangehurst and enjoyed, 
amongst other things, a night bat walk led by Alison, from 
the Education Dept, and a "Big Bake Off" with Mark, 
manager of the Grange Restaurant. Once again, the support 
of the Abbey allows our children to experience so much 
more than many other children, so our thanks, yet again, to 
Alison and Mark for their invaluable assistance in making it 
a great week. 
Also Fernworthy held their "Wear it Wild Day" to raise funds 
for the WWF (nothing to do with wrestling, I am reliably 
informed) by paying a pound to come dressed in the style of 
an animal. They also baked lots of buns which they 
decorated with animal faces and sold to the rest of the 
school. I think in total they have raised more than £60 for 
their cause. 
Our days may also seem busier as our pupil numbers are 
creeping up and we approach the magic one hundred on 
roll. We are currently at ninety-six and I think I can feel a 
celebration coming on when we break that barrier! But for 
now we are all taking a well-earned break for half term, 
recharging our batteries for the final push towards summer. 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings:  Filled with hope 
 

Today’s readings tell us of the end and the beginning of 
something new and exciting in the life of the young Church. 
When we married, we were filled with both excitement and 
trepidation for our future together.  But like the disciples, the 
Spirit of the risen Lord has been with us since we became 
“Little Church” on our wedding day. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Launceston 
in honour of St. Cuthbert Mayne 

 

Sunday 11th June: 10 a.m. Solemn Mass and veneration of 
the relic at Launceston; 2 p.m. Praying the rosary in the 
Town Square where the Saint was executed on 30th 
November, 1577; 3 p.m. Solemn Benediction in the 
presence of Bishop Mark;  

Some seventy-five people enjoyed a great evening last 
Saturday at the parish barn dance in the Grange Restaurant 
at the Abbey.  The evening was enriched by the presence of 
many children who eagerly joined in with the ‘take your 
partners, do-si-do, round and round and round we go’.  The 
eagle-eyed will spot some of them in the photo, joining with 
the grown-ups for whom getting it wrong is all part of the fun 
(just as well, really!) 
The dance floor was well populated throughout the evening, 
but a good time was had by those whom inclination or 
infirmity persuaded to simply sit and soak up the atmosphere 
over a glass of wine with some pleasant company. 
The exertions built up a healthy appetite, and an enthusiastic 
response when it was time to pick up a pasty and chips, and 
the invitation to raid the ice-cream cabinet was like a dream 
come true! 
As always, the participants’ generosity at these fund-raising 
events is stupendous, and this is especially shown in the 
raffle, at which the same people who donate the prizes buy 
the tickets!  But it’s great fun to hear your number called, and 
it’s all in a good cause. (There must have been more than 
fifty prizes, one of which – a luxurious fruit hamper – was 
donated by the fruit and veg. suppliers to the Grange). 
The people in the band were as skilful and lovely as usual, 
and the gentle prompting of the caller facilitated the 
exhilarating feeling of moving together in time to the music 
and successfully prevented us from ending up in a heap on 
the floor. 
As mentioned, besides the desire to have fun, we came 
together to raise money for the parish Syria appeal, and it’s 
great to announce that you wonderful people made a profit 
of £365 which will be sent to Aid to the Church in Need. 
Very special thanks must go to the staff of the Grange, 
especially to Mark for organising things and to Bernard, 
Paula and Nigel for attending to our every need on the night.  
We hope we put the tables back in the right place and the 
clear-up didn’t add too much to your work! 

 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The April draw took place last Thursday.  And the lucky winners are:   
1st Prize (£25)   No. 68  Mrs. B Kiehne;  
2nd Prize (£10)   No. 30  Mrs. P. Alcock;  
3rd Prize (£6.50)  No. 55  Mrs. T. Lang 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

The parish lottery has now been running for nearly twelve months, so 
you may like to see some statistics: Since June 2016 £424.50 has 
been sent to Aid to the Church in Need for Syria.  The same amount 
of money has been given in prizes: Twenty-five prizes have been 
shared among twenty-one different people, so that means currently 
each ticket has a one in four chance of winning a prize within twelve 
months – pretty good odds!  You can see the current value of first, 
second and third prizes above: Any first prize winner is winning twice 
their investment! 
The cost is £12 per year for one entry in the draw per month for  

twelve months. Those who paid by cash or cheque will soon be 
approached in the hope that they will renew their subscription(s).   
If you haven’t joined in so far, now is a great time to do so!  Just 
£12 per year with half of that going to charity.  Or why not give a 
year’s subscription as a present? 
 


