
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St. Romuald 
Tuesday  St. Alban 

Wednesday St. Aloysius Gonzaga 
Thursday Ss. John Fisher & 

Thomas More 
Friday Most Sacred Heart 

Saturday Birthday of  
St. John the Baptist 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Grace Retallack; Francis Hasslacher; John Heurtley; Bessie Brook; Rosemary Reynolds; 
Frances Hale; Francis Cawley; Dorothy Modley; Maureen  Grassby; Victor Ely;  

Stanislaw Marshall; Jeremiah Pyne; Elizabeth Jennings; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 
645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
David Carroll Val Stanley 

Monica Douglas Jean Elton 
Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 

Maddie Page-Dove Fred Cooke 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Each year Day for Life is celebrated throughout the Church.  It is a 
day dedicated to raising awareness about the meaning and value of 
human life at every stage and in every condition.  The proceeds of 
the second collection this weekend assists the work of the 
Anscombe Bioethics Centre and other life-related activities. 
The Anscombe Bioethics Centre is a Roman Catholic academic 
institute that engages with the moral questions arising in clinical 
practice and biomedical research. It brings to bear on those 
questions principles of natural law, virtue ethics, and the teaching of 
the Catholic Church, and seeks to develop the implications of that 
teaching for emerging fields of practice. The Centre engages in 
scholarly dialogue with academics and practitioners of other 
traditions. It contributes to public policy debates as well as to 
debates and consultations within the Church. It runs educational 
programmes for, and gives advice to, Catholics and other interested 
healthcare professionals and biomedical scientists. 
Documents produced in recent years include: 
• Submission to the House of Lords Select Committee on Stem 

Cell Research regarding the place of the human embryo within 
the Christian tradition. 

• Response to the Independent Review of the Liverpool Care 
Pathway 

• Joint Response with the Bishops’ Conference to the Human 
Tissue and Embryos (Draft) Bill 2007 

• A briefing paper on the Ethics of Mitochondrial Replacement 
• Consultation Submission and Briefing Paper: “Supporting the 

Consciences of Pharmacists and the Inclusivity of the 
Profession. 

• Eight Reasons Not to Legalize Physician Assisted Suicide 
• Human Dignity, Autonomy and Mentally Incapacitated Persons 
• Response to “Choice for women: wanted pregnancies, safe 

births” 
• Response to draft guidance on The Care of Women Requesting 

Induced Abortion 
• Submission to Consultation on the Broadcast Advertising 

Standards Code 

A Quiet Day at the Abbey 
on Saturday 1st July. 

“Holding on and letting go; 
has it always got to be like this?’ 

Fr. Christopher will explore why we need to 
step out of our ‘comfort zone’ and asks why 
do we hang on to things we have no use 
for? The day takes place in the Violet 
Evelyn Hall at Southgate and runs from 
10.00am to 3.00pm. The cost is £15 to 
include refreshments and a light lunch. 
Mass will be celebrated as part of the day 
and there will be an opportunity for quiet 
prayer, group discussions and confession. 
 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £64.10 £10.00 £116.40 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £265.09 £38.08 £175.31 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £30.50 £37.85 £6.00 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £41.21 £23.92 £3.00 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £26.20 £44.00 £41.74 £5.00 

   £38.46   £2.50 
Many thanks for your contributions to the Mission Appeal which, with gift aid, 
totalled  £354.95 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

In prohibition days in America, a Kentucky moonshiner was on trial. 
The judge turned to the jury and asked: “You are now going to consider your 
verdict. Before I give you your instructions, do any of you have any questions?” 
“Yes, Your Honour,” replied one of the jurors. “Did the defendant boil the malt 
one or two hours, does he cool it quickly, and at what point does he add the 
yeast?” 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week it was the turn of some of our smallest children, our Year 1's, to 
suffer under the "testing" regime which is now school life. They had to undergo 
their phonics tests where they have to read a number of words, about forty, I 
think, and if they get over three quarters of them correct they are considered 
to be doing okay. Relatively reasonable, you may think, if you don't mind the 
testing aspect of these things, however, what does seem to be a bit sneaky, 
as far as I am concerned, is that they put "alien" words in. This is not an attempt 
to prepare our children for the possibility of an invasion from extra terrestrials, 
in the hopes that they may be able to have a quick chat when they arrive, but 
a number of nonsense words which serve no purpose other than to test the 
children's ability to apply the rules of reading that they have learnt. I can assure 
you there is nothing more disconcerting, as an adult who has been reading for 
more than half a century, to be confronted with a word where you must set 
aside all your knowledge of English words and intuition and stumble through 
sound by sound to the end of the word which then does not reward you with 
any sense at all. It really does feel like an alien experience! 
Meanwhile, Burrator have had a great week starting with their "play in a day" 
experience on Monday when they created a play called "Greece Lightning" 
which seems to have been a combination of ancient gods, Olympic Games 
and other historical facts bundled up into a musical. They were then able to 
spend the rest of the week polishing it up a little (which actually involved 
working very hard learning their scripts and a number of new songs) before 
performing the show to families on Friday afternoon. By all accounts it was a 
great success and something we will definitely be doing again. 
This week Burrator will be preparing for their Enterprise Fete on Friday at 2.30 
on the field. They have five days to turn a fiver each into something more 
substantial, or not, as the case maybe! 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on 
the Sunday Scripture Readings:   
Corpus Christi:  Feed your love  
Without food we die! Our wedding 
promise was to nourish each other so 
that we bring life to our marriage.  We 
feed each other in all the little countless 
ways, but particularly in our tender 
lovemaking, our talking and listening, 
support and encouragement, particularly 
in times of doubt and uncertainty.  In 
these ways our marriage will grow and 
shine. 

SUMMER ACCOMMODATION IN LONDON 
Allen Hall Seminary in Chelsea offers comfortable rooms in Central London in 
July and August.  There are beautiful gardens and chapel.  Rooms from £50 
per night including breakfast.  Website: www.allenhall.org.uk Email: 
allenhall@rcdow.org.uk Tel: 020 7349 5600 (option 0) 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The April draw took place last Thursday.  And 
the lucky winners are:   
 

1st Prize (£25)  No. 50  Mr. K. Waterman;  
2nd Prize (£10)  No. 60 Anonymous;  
3rd Prize (£5)  No. 38  Mrs. M. Coates 

 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

In the last twelve months twenty-eight prizes 
have been shared among twenty-three 
different people, so that means currently each 
ticket has a one in four chance of winning a 
prize within twelve months – pretty good odds!  
You can see the current value of first, second 
and third prizes above: Any first prize winner 
is winning twice their investment! 
The cost is £12 per year for one entry in the 
draw per month for twelve months.  
If you haven’t joined in so far, now is a great 
time to do so!  Just £12 per year with half of 
that going to charity.  Or why not give a year’s 
subscription as a present? 
 

Contact Mike Lang or Fr. Francis 
 
From a reflection by Austen Ivereigh on the resignation of Tim Farron:   (full article: www.cruxnow.com ) 
“I seem to be the subject of suspicion because of what I believe and who my faith is in,” Farron said, adding: “In which 
case we are kidding ourselves if we think we yet live in a tolerant, liberal society.” 
Farron stuck to his line that to be a liberal was to defend the rights of all minorities, and that he was not putting himself 
forward as a religious leader, and therefore his theological opinions were not a matter of public interest. 
Farron was upholding a traditional liberalism, the one underpinning western democracy, in which the public sphere is an 
arena in which people of different moral convictions and beliefs can meet in a shared civic space which defends the rights 
and freedoms of all, irrespective of those beliefs. 
It is a notion which the popes have defended as a “positive secularity”: states should not be “confessional,” that is, they 
profess no particular religious or moral outlook; rather, through debate and dialogue Parliament enacts laws that protect 
and regulate the rights and freedoms of all - including, crucially, a freedom of conscience - for the common good of all. 
The opposite of that notion is theocracy, in which the state upholds or enforces a system of beliefs and values which must 
be held by all who belong to the community. Those who don’t are heretics, who must be excluded. 
The secular version of this is what the press hounding Tim Farron during the election campaign was preaching: 
Progressive beliefs essentially defined by the state are a precondition for participation. 
Irrespective of his convictions on public policy, therefore, if Farron believes gay sex is sinful, or abortion a moral tragedy, 
he must be held to account until he either resigns or cracks, submitting tearfully and repentantly to the civic orthodoxy. 
Unlike many Anglican and Catholic politicians under scrutiny who usually say they belong, in a tribal sort of way, but don’t 
actually agree with their Churches’ positions, Farron at the end of his resignation speech made clear that he preferred to 
give up party leadership rather than renounce his faith.  Farron’s hounding is proof that in the UK public democratic 
discourse has renounced a central premise of liberal western democracy. 
Once we resort to theocracy, whether of a religious or secular variety, as Farron says, liberalism and tolerance are over. 
All that is left is a Hobbesian struggle to capture the state in order to impose an official morality, while the Christian Church, 
defamed by progressives as intrinsically theocratic, vainly holds the flame alive for true liberalism. 


