
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday  St. Benedict 

Wednesday  Feria 
Thursday St. Henry 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Bonaventure 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Br. Athanasius Haveron; Louisa Carus; Dr. Noel Delaney; Selina Dent; Arthur Carus; 
Abbot Leo Smith; William Turner; Garren Hensman; Irene Rowe; Dom Edward Beane; 
Dom Herluin Capelle; Arthur Conroy; Charles Berington; Sarah Noblet; Dom Maurice 

Nguyen Van-Danh; Derek Hedges; Mabel Carrack; Hugh Symons; Alice Howard; Gladys 
Fennessy; Trixie Northcote; Peggy Mitchell; 

 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
David Carroll Val Stanley 

Monica Douglas Jean Elton 
Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 

Maddie Page-Dove Fred Cooke 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

This weekend is Sea Sunday, when the 
Church prays for all those who live and 
work at sea.  Without them we would not 
have most of the items we buy in the 
shops. There will be a second collection 
for Apostleship of the Sea, the official 
maritime welfare agency of the Catholic 
Church.  It provides practical and 
spiritual support to seafarers visiting our 
ports.  This collection is vital to enable it 
to continue its work, so please give 
generously and remember seafarers in 
your prayers.  Thank you.  For more 
information about its work, or to donate 
online, please visit: 
 www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk  
 

 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £95.80 £10.00 £52.01 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £211.40 £43.08 £43.40 £0.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £40.35 £35.45 £11.50 £5.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £19.70 £31.92 £7.00 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £26.22 £31.00 £50.00 £12.00 

   £37.86   £4.25 
Thank you for these donations, which include £185.16 towards Peter’s Pence. 

To celebrate 65 years of the Plymouth Diocese Catechetical Summer Camps this year, the team would love to be joined by 
anyone from the CWL who has helped with the organization of the Camp at a celebration “Afternoon Tea” on either Tuesday, 
1st August for the Senior's and St Petroc's or Tuesday, 8th August for the Junior Camp, both taking place from 3.00 pm to 
5.00 pm.   
Anyone who would like to visit the Summer Camps for tea on either of the two dates, please email Deacon Michael Turnbull 
at michael.turnbull@prcdtr.org.uk, indicating on which of the two dates you would like to visit. 
The Plymouth Diocesan Catechetical Camps take place at Buckfast Abbey’s house called Grangehurst.  For directions visit 
http://buckfastaccommodation.org.uk/directions or phone 01364 645630 
 

The Catholic Children’s Society of 
the Plymouth Diocese has sent us 
some leaflets to keep us informed 
of their work and suggest ways we 
can help them.  These are 
available in each of the churches 
in the parish. 
The parish thanks Mary Shepherd 
from South Brent, who has 
generously offered to become a 
Trustee of the Society.  We pray 
that her work will help the Society 
to flourish, so that children in need 
in our diocese, and their 
struggling families, will find in is a 
source of relief from hardship 
support as they care for one 
another. 
 

 

To all parishioners: 
 

Abbot David and the Monks invite 
you to a 

Barbecue and Hog Roast 
Friday 21st July 

7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
on the meadow by the river 

 
If you intend to accept the invitation you 
must write by Wednesday 12th  July to 
Karen Laidler at Buckfast Abbey, 
Buckfastleigh TQ11 OEE or email 
klaidler@buckfast.org.uk  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

A man was taken to court for stealing an item from a store.  
The man said to the judge, “Your Honour, I’m a Christian.  I’ve 
become a new man.  But I have an old nature, too.  It was not 
my new man who did wrong; it was my old man.” 
 

The judge responded, “Since it was the old man that broke 
the law, we’ll sentence him to 60 days in jail.  And since the 
new man didn’t stop him, he was an accomplice in the theft, 
so we’ll give him 30 days in jail.  So I sentence you both to 
90 days in jail! 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

With the end of year comes the lovely task which is annual 
report writing. This is a process where the thought which 
starts out as “chats too much” becomes “with a little more 
quiet concentration could make great progress” and “very 
boisterous” becomes “always approaches learning with a 
great deal of energy”. There is a fine balance between being 
‘telling it like it is’ and putting it kindly, which often requires 
speaking in code! But then, ‘telling it like it is’ is often code for 
‘I can’t be bothered to think of a kind way to tell the truth’, isn’t 
it. There is also the determination that spelling, grammar and 
punctuation will be perfect – after all, that is the business we 
are in. This requires not a little amount of proof reading by all 
concerned as the reports pass from teacher to headteacher 
and then onto admin to add some graphs, tidy up those little 
sentences that just tip over onto the next page and really spoil 
the look of the thing, and assemble all the supporting 
documents. 
One of these is the pupil’s own comments sheet and, just 
when you are flagging with the whole process of annual 
reports, your spirits are lifted by a child’s eye view of life. Here 
are just a few:- 
“What I like about school – Lunch because I like tasty 
puddings” 
“Areas I can improve – English because I need to do more 
power grafs” 
“Maths - I like learning about angles because it could help me 
in the future”  
“What I would like to get better at – Maths because I 
sometimes get a bit middled with my times tables” 
And then there are the ones that make me want to cry a little:- 
“What I would like to get better at – saying yes when other 
people want to play our game” 
“What I would like to get better at – being brainy and being 
nice” 
“Areas I can improve – Maths. I am absolutely going to try to 
get better at maths by trying and trying until I get where I want 
to be.” 
I think that sums it up - two more weeks and we will come to 
the end of another year of trying to help the children do just 
that - get where they want to be in life. 
Some photos of last the recent Enterprise Fete, at which 
children from Burrator Class learnt what it’s like to run a 
business for a day: 

    
 

      
SUMMER ACCOMMODATION IN LONDON 
Allen Hall Seminary in Chelsea offers comfortable rooms in 
Central London in July and August.  Rooms from £50 per 
night including breakfast.  Website: www.allenhall.org.uk 
Email: allenhall@rcdow.org.uk Tel: 020 7349 5600 (option 0) 

Inaugural Meeting of St. Bridget’s Friends 
Violet Evelyn Hall, Buckfast Abbey, Sunday 23rd July, 2 p.m. 
Display of some of Syon Abbey’s treasures and photos, 
together with the commemorative edition of the Syon 
Breviary; Illustrated talk on St. Bridget and Syon; Hymn to St. 
Bridget; readings and chants from the Sisters’ Daily Office. 
Bring a small stone or pebble to mark your part in the 
celebration 
To book a place or to join St. Bridget’s Friends email:  
joyhansonuk@gmail.com  
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Scripture 
Readings:    
‘Yoked’ to Him we are not overburdened  
 

A ‘yoke’ keeps oxen together when carrying a heavy load or 
ploughing a field. On the day you married you chose to be 
‘yoked’ together ‘till death us do part’. The burdens of life can 
lower your spirits and create a barrier to intimacy in your 
relationship. Jesus says: “Stay ‘yoked’ to me and I will help 
you, however heavy the load.” 
 

A few weeks ago, on the Day for Life, you gave donations in 
support of the Anscombe Bioethics Centre, which exists to 
present a Catholic viewpoint in public debate on ethics, so 
you will be interested in their recent statement on that most 
sorrowful of situations: the treatment of Charlie Gard.  The 
Anscombe Centre’s full statement is available at 
http://www.bioethics.org.uk/images/user/charliegardstateme
nt.pdf and I urge you to read it as it is a very thoughtful and 
balanced statement of the Catholic understanding of the 
moral questions involved.  I print below its conclusion: 
“There are flaws…in the way that the courts came to their 
decisions in the Charlie Gard case, both in negative value 
judgements made (or cited with apparent approval) on the 
worthwhileness of Charlie’s life and in a failure to recognise 
the role and status of his parents. Nevertheless, the final 
decisions in this case – to withdraw ventilation and not to 
seek experimental treatment – are decisions that parents in 
this situation could reasonably make on behalf of their child. 
The decisions themselves are morally defensible. The 
Catholic moral tradition does not oblige the use of medical 
procedures that are burdensome, dangerous, extraordinary, 
or disproportionate to their expected outcome.  
At some point we will all die, and often we will be undergoing 
medical treatment before we die, and as the chances of 
improvement fade and the time remaining grows short, the 
burdens and side effects of the treatment are a reason to 
forego intrusive and extraordinary means and to focus on 
symptom control. This is true of dying children just as much 
as dying adults. There is a time to fight and a time to cease 
from fighting.  
The staff of the Anscombe Bioethics Centre wish to express 
our solidarity with Charlie's parents as they go through this 
deeply painful time and assure them of our prayers for 
Charlie and for all those around him.” 


