
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in confidence 
call  

01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. Augustine of Hippo 
Tuesday Beheading of  

John the Baptist 
Wednesday  Feria 
Thursday St. Aidan 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Eldon Simons; Ellen Baker; Brian Mitchell; Harold Stanton; Philip Dawson; Frederick 
Fish; Emily Halkett; Mary Cory; Elsie Truscott; James Daw; John Beale; John Mason; 

Dom Adam Kehrle; Bishop Charles Graham; Maureen Ellis; Julia Willington; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw 01364 645526 parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

27th August, 2017 Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time Eucharistic Prayer: III Readings p.120 
 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
David Carroll Val Stanley 

Monica Douglas Jean Elton 
Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Cherry Cuffe Fred Cooke 
Pam Squires  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

If you, or someone you know are resident in the Abbey Parish and 
are considering requesting baptism or reception into the full 
communion of the Catholic Church, Fr. Francis will be delighted to 
hear from you to arrange to meet and discuss this.  Please do so 
within the next couple of weeks so that there is plenty of time to 
prepare before next Easter. 
 

 

This weekend we have the annual 
collection for the Catholic Children's 
Society (Plymouth)  
The theme this year is: 

Make Love Your Aim 
The Charity works across the Diocese 
offering crisis grants and family 
guidance across Dorset, Devon and 
Cornwall, the CCSP helps children and 
their families irrespective of whether 
they are Catholic or not.  
“It is easier to build strong children 
than to repair broken men” Frederick 
Douglas  
Please give generously. Envelopes 
available for you to gift aid if you are able 
to. Thank you very much for your support. 

 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £51.95 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £383.74 £68.08 

Second £21.57  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £40.78 £42.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £67.30 £18.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £31.81 £30.00 

Added value through gift aid   £44.96 
 

 
In aid of the Parish appeal for Syria 

7th October 7 – 10 p.m. 
(quiz begins at 7.30 p.m.) 

Grange Restaurant, Buckfast Abbey 
Teams of up to four members 

£5 per person, which includes sandwiches, 
crisps and ice cream at half time. 
Cash bar; raffle (donations of prizes 
gratefully received). Tickets from John 
Goulden, Sue Lethbridge or Fr. Francis 

 
 

Celebrate South West 2017 

“Seek First His Kingdom” (Mt 6:33) 
Sat 14th Oct 2017, 09.00 - 21.00 & Sun 15th Oct 2017, 09.00 16.30 

Notre Dame High School, Plymouth PL6 5HN (note new venue) 
 

The weekend programme includes 3 main talks (Pippa Baker, Rev. Olly 
Ryder & David Wells) lively praise and worship & drama on the main stage, 
with a wide variety of workshops on both days. 
We have Mass and opportunities for Adoration, Reconciliation & prayer 
ministry as well as time for chatting with friends old and new. 
Parents can ‘make space’ for themselves, as there is a full programme for 
all children & young people from the age of 3, plus a crèche for parents and 
toddlers. 
We welcome everyone, young or old, families & singles - come and join us 
in pastures new! 
 

Prices, including a hot evening meal on the Saturday: 
Adults £35;  16-21 years £15;  3 – 15 years £10; 
Family Ticket: £80 for 2 adults and up to 3 children 
More info and to book: https://www.celebrateconference.org/south-west/  
 
The Ellacott family have often attended these events and will be doing so 
again this year.  Here is a message from them: “If anyone in the Parish is 
interested but does not wish to go alone, we are more than happy for them 
to come with us. And if any interested parties just want to know what 
Celebrate is like, we will happily say how we have found it.” 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A fisherman one day found that the only thing the fish would 
bite on was frogs.  These were rather scarce, but he saw a 
big snake with one in its mouth, but the snake would not 
release it.  As he looked around, the fisherman saw an old 
whiskey bottle which still had a little liquor in it.  In desperation 
he poured it over the snake’s head.  The snake finally 
coughed and gave up the frog. 
The fisherman baited his hook with the frog and went back to 
fishing. 
Everything was going well until he felt something crawling up 
his leg.   
He looked down, and there was the same snake, with another 
frog in its mouth.   

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This time next week, the staff will have been back at school 
for a day – albeit without any children – and the road to 
autumn* will be about to begin (*I nearly said Christmas but I 
thought would sound as though I was wishing the time away 
a bit too much!). So the final preparations are beginning and 
it feels a bit like pre-flight checks – carpets clean, windows 
sparkling, books ready, big pile of crisp, new uniform ready 
for sale and distribution, staff rested and ready to go, 
children? Not yet – just one week left to get them in position! 
The new topics have been agreed so, from the oldest children 
down, they will be learning about “Africa” (in particular, 
looking at the Benin civilisation), “Healthy Humans”, “All about 
me” and “People who help us”. As always, if you have any 
expertise or interest in any of the topics and would like to 
share this with the children, please let Fr Francis know or 
contact Miss Slack, the headteacher. First-hand experience 
and enthusiasm goes a very long way in bringing a subject to 
life for the children. If you are a doctor, dentist or nurse, for 
example, you could be useful on at least two fronts – teaching 
the children about being healthy and also being one of the 
people who help us! 
A trip has already been arranged for Burrator to visit Paignton 
Zoo so that they can see animals they might encounter in 
Africa. We did receive an email about a late opportunity to 
visit the National Marine Aquarium in Plymouth to learn about 
giant squid, which I thought sounded very interesting. 
However, it may be difficult to link it to the African theme, 
although Benin does have a coastline so it wouldn’t been 
entirely out of the question that a giant squid might swim past 
at some point. Anyway, Fernworthy will also be looking at 
Africa as part of their literacy sessions and we are hoping that 
they will be able to work with Abi, an African storyteller, who 
has visited us before, and who left the children very enthused 
and motivated to write last time. 
We are gaining momentum as the new term approaches – let 
energy levels and enthusiasm will be high for the days ahead. 
Alternatively, it may be the last chance to spend a little time 
in a darkened room for a little reflection and contemplation 
before taking a deep breath and plunging into the new term! 
 

Marriage Matters 
Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday 
Scripture Readings:  The key to family life 
Today’s Gospel places keys at the heart of the 
responsibility Jesus gives Peter.  In spite of his 
weaknesses and failings, because of his faith, he is 
entrusted with the ‘keys’ to the kingdom of God.  Our 
married love is entrusted with the ‘keys’ of our family 
life. We are the ‘rock’ upon which the future of our 
family will be built. 
 

Diocesan Youth Rally,  
Sunday 1st October, 1  6 p.m. 

St. Rita  
 

For young people from 8 to 17 years old. Admission £5; includes 
games and competitions, bouncy castle, bungee run. Followed by BBQ 
and Youth Mass. 
Details from Patrick 07880 734088 

CAFOD retreat.  Free and open to all. 
Buckfast Abbey 25th November. 

To find out more and to book your place go to 
www.cafod.org.uk/retreat or phone 0303 303 3030 
 

APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA (AoS); Mass at 
Plymouth Cathedral 

7:00pm Friday 15 September 2017. 
info: salvina@apostleshipofthesea.org.uk. 
 

Barn Dance & Hog Roast, Sat 9th September, 7 p.m. 
Fluder Farm, Fluder Hill, Kingskerswell, TQ12 4SX 
Dancing to Random Mackerel Band; Bar Available 

 

Adults £12  Children £6. Tickets from 07543 698 236 
e-mail hcpt179@gmail.com  
 

ALL PROCEEDS TOWARDS TORBAY HCPT GROUP 179 
EASTER 2018 CHILDREN'S PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
2-8th August 2018, led by Bishop Mark 

Flying from Exeter. Staying at the Chappelle et Parc, 
once owned by the Soubirous family, very close to the 
grotto.  A time of prayer and relaxation.  We would love 
you to join us.  Price £779.  Youth £495.  (No increase 
on 2017 prices)  Booking forms will be available very 
soon and for a discount of £10, you can book on line. 
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  
Please contact: 
Fr Kieran Kirby, Pilgrimage Director, 01803 294142 or  
Fr Anthony 0’Gorman, Youth Chaplain, 01637 851176  
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 18th to 25th 
February 2019 

Led by Bishop Mark; Organised by Fr. Paul Maddison 
Includes visits to the major sites in Bethlehem, Galilee and 
Jerusalem and opportunities to meet the beleaguered local 
Christian communities 
A presentation about the pilgrimage will be given by Fr. 
Maddison at 7 p.m. on Monday 2nd October 2017 at St Richard 
Reynolds’ Centre, 29 Fore St, Heavitree, Exeter EX1 2QJ   
Email: info@pilgrimagepeople.org    

Monica Stoffers in Ashburton is giving away this 
stowaway bed.  It is in good condition, is very 
practical and has a fire label.  Free to anyone who 
will collect it. Please contact Fr. Francis who will put 
you in touch with Monica. 

 


