
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call  
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. John Chrysostom 
Thursday Exaltation of the  

Holy Cross 
Friday Our Lady of Sorrows 

Saturday Ss. Cornelius & Cyprian 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

William Mueir; Abbot Stephen Denis; Winifred Bridge; Clement Burge; Evelyn King;  
James Durkin; Alan Cooksley; Ellen Conlon; Sheila Straw; Leslie Powne; Helen Ruth; 

Christine Harris; Yvonne Horak; Francis Lee; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw 01364 645526 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
David Carroll Val Stanley 

Monica Douglas Jean Elton 
Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Cherry Cuffe Fred Cooke 
Pam Squires  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

CAFOD retreat.   
Free and open to all. 

Buckfast Abbey 25th November. 
To find out more and to book your place 
phone 0303 303 3030 or go to  
www.cafod.org.uk/retreat  
 

 
 

New Book Launch 
 

A definitive study of the history, art and 
architecture of the Abbey has been 
produced by eminent scholars to mark 
its millennium in 2018. 
On 7th October, 2017 the book will be 
launched at a conference at which the 
authors will talk about their 
contributions. 
The conference lasts from 9.30 a.m. to 
5 p.m.  Tickets cost £25 and include 
coffee and lunch. 
Copies of the book will be available on 
the day at a discounted price of £50 
(r.r.p. £60) 
For more information and to book your 
place, visit www.buckfast.org.uk/abbeybook 
or call 01364 645506 

An Opportunity to Explore our Faith Together 
This autumn, Fr. Francis will be offering a forum for listening and discussion, 
with the aim of nurturing and deepening our understanding of some of the 
core tenets of our faith. 
September 20th, October 4th & 18th, November 1st. Starting 7.15 p.m. for about 
an hour, with refreshments to follow (there may be cake!)  All welcome. 
Parish Meeting Room at the Abbey (Fr. Francis will meet anyone who doesn’t 
know where this is outside the Abbey Church at 7.10 p.m.) 
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £90.46 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £182.05 £23.08 

Second £41.65  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £2.00 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £31.61 £33.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £23.79 £42.00 

Added value through gift aid   £36.71 
 

Next Sunday is Home Mission Sunday 
There will be a second collection next weekend which will go to fund the Home 
Mission Office.  This exists to help the Church throughout England and Wales 
to share the joy of the Gospel.  
It can seem daunting to share such a personal part of our lives as our faith in 
Jesus Christ. However, we can pray that the people we carry in our hearts will 
encounter him for themselves. If you would like to pray for the spread of the 
Good News on a regular basis, please sign up to their newsletter via 
www.homemission.org.uk  
The money received from next weekend’s collection ensures that the Catholic 
Faith Centre is resourced and is able to respond to those who have questions 
about the Catholic Faith. It is also possible to donate online at: 
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Donate  
 

John Bradburne 
John Bradburne’s life was a remarkable spiritual odyssey. After wartime 
service on the Indian sub-continent he became a perennial pilgrim, never at 
home in the world, not even in his native England. Restless wanderings led 
him through Europe, to a succession of religious communities. He became a 
Roman Catholic in 1947 when staying at Buckfast Abbey. He was eventually 
introduced to a colony of 90 leprosy sufferers in Zimbabwe in Africa. It was 
here at ‘Mutemwa’, that he spent his last ten years with total dedication until 
he met a violent death at the end of the war for independence on September 
5th 1979. 
The John Bradburne Memorial Society is seeking support for his 
Beatification.  There are forms in each church in the parish if you would like 
to sign up to this cause. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

They’re back! The children, that is. The school has been a hubbub of activity 
this week and a generally cheerful one at that. Most of the children were 
pleased to be back with only a handful feeling tearful at the start of the day but 
that soon passed. As for the adults, well, six weeks away from school has 
meant that most have had time to relax, restore batteries, work a little and then 
prepare for the rigours of a new term, but, boy, getting back up to speed in the 
first week back takes some doing! But done it has been. I was a little 
disappointed when the builders also decided to appear on the first day of term 
to work on the roof and ceiling in the hall – particularly when the deep cleaning 
that had been done was immediately spoilt with plaster dust and dirty 
footprints, but at least they are starting to put the building back together again. 
The Abbey Garden Department are now encouraging more sedum plants to 
grow before being laid on the roof again. 
Elsewhere, plans for the coming weeks have been laid with Burrator booked 
for a visit to Paignton Zoo to study African animals and Fernworthy have a 
number of visitors lined up who will be coming in to help them learn about 
keeping themselves healthy. Our Harvest Festival has been booked when we 
will support CAFOD with a colourful non uniform day and the local Foodbank 
with suitable donations. Our Carol Service has been booked for Wednesday 
13th December in the Abbey and our Christmas lunch for the Friday of that 
week. So, that’s the term sorted – we’ll be coasting from here on in … or maybe 
not! 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Scriptures:   
To listen is to Love 
Matthew reminds us of Jesus’ promise 
“...where two or more meet in my name I 
will be with them”.  In all the practical 
ways we look after each other, we are 
saying; ‘your concerns are my concerns’. 
Nothing is too small or insignificant in our 
marriage, and my beloved is beside me 
to call me back to our life together.  
 

Diocesan Youth Rally,  Sunday 1st October, 1  6 p.m. 
St. Rita Honiton EX14 1AP 

For young people from 8 to 17 years old. Admission £5; includes games 
and competitions, bouncy castle, bungee run. Followed by BBQ and Youth 
Mass.  Details from Patrick 07880 734088 

Quiz Night 
In aid of the Parish appeal for Syria 

7th October 7 – 10 p.m. 
(quiz begins at 7.30 p.m.) 

Grange Restaurant, Buckfast Abbey 
Teams of up to four members 

£5 per person, which includes sandwiches, 
crisps and ice cream at half time. Cash bar; 
raffle (donations of prizes gratefully 
received). Tickets from John Goulden, Sue 
Lethbridge or Fr. Francis 

Celebrate South West 2017:  “Seek First His Kingdom” 
Sat 14th Oct 2017, 09.00 - 21.00; Sun 15th Oct 2017, 09.00 16.30 
Notre Dame High School, Plymouth PL6 5HN (note new venue) 

 

Talks, lively praise and worship & drama on the main stage, with a wide variety 
of workshops on both days.  Mass and opportunities for Adoration, 
Reconciliation & prayer ministry as well as time for chatting with friends old and 
new. 
Parents can ‘make space’ for themselves, as there is a full programme for all 
children & young people from the age of 3, plus a crèche for parents and 
toddlers. We welcome everyone, young or old, families & singles - come and 
join us in pastures new!  See posters and handbills for details. 
More info and to book: https://www.celebrateconference.org/south-west/  

 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

A farmer asked a vet for some free advice: “I have a horse that walks normally 
sometimes and sometimes he limps.  What shall I do?” 
The vet replied, “Next time he walks normally, sell him.” 
 

The next in Fr Christopher’s series of 
Quiet days is to be held here on Saturday 
23rd September. 
The subject of this Quiet Day is ‘Forgive 
and Forget, is it possible to forget?’ The 
day takes place in the Violet Evelyn Hall 
at Southgate and runs from 10.00am to 
3.00pm. The cost is £15 to include 
refreshments and a light lunch. Mass will 
be celebrated as part of the day and there 
will be an opportunity for quiet prayer, 
group discussions and confession. 
 

SPUC Campaign on the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Abortion Act 
We Care About Women is a campaign 
to oppose decriminalising abortion.  We 
are organising a mass Constituency-
based Lobby which asks people to make 
an appointment with their MP to ask 
them to vote against any moves in 
Parliament to decriminalise abortion. 
The Lobby is taking place on 27/28 
October, 2017.  Please note SPUC is 
not asking people to travel to 
Westminster; rather it’s about meeting 
your MP at their constituency surgery. 
Decriminalising abortion means 
removing all legal restrictions on 
abortion.  This will leave women even 
more vulnerable to the unscrupulous 
abortion industry at work in our country.  
And more unborn babies will be lost to 
abortion. 
Please contact SPUC for 
comprehensive materials and how to 
organise a meeting with your MP.  Call 
SPUC on 020 7091 7091 or visit 
www.spuc.org.uk. Alternatively, you can 
write to SPUC, Unit B, 3, Whitacre 
Mews, Stannary Street, London SE11 
4AB  

The Abbey is seeking a suitable person to take over the voluntary role of 
Independent Chair for its Safeguarding Commission.  
The Commission, which normally meets quarterly, is accountable to the 
Trustees and has regulatory, advisory and supportive functions. It operates at 
a strategic level in liaison with the Abbot, trustees and the Safeguarding Co-
ordinator in all matters concerning the Safeguarding of Children and Adults. 
The role requires a person with chairing skills and extensive recent 
Safeguarding experience, ideally having a background in the Police, Social 
Care, Probation or Family Law. Membership of the Catholic Church is not a 
prerequisite. 
The role is unsalaried but does attract a small honorarium and expenses. 
Applicants should submit a written expression of interest & CV by 16th October 
2017.  Interviews are scheduled for Monday 30th October 2017. 
For a copy of the role description and further information please contact the 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator, Gary Gunby: ggunby@buckfast.org.uk , Tel. 
01364 645588 (Reception) 


