
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call  
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Ss. Theodore & Adrian 

Wednesday Martyrs of Korea 
Thursday St. Matthew 

Friday Dedication of the 
Cathedral 

Saturday St. Pius of Pietrelcina 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Victor Tapper; Tom Egan; Lisa Alison; Dorothy Hamilton-Dean; John Cotter; Dom 
Anscar Cawley; Charles Boyle; Freda Knowles; Mary Ubodell; Elsie Foot; Thomas Wills; 
Louis Coles; James Coombes; Mrs. Cooney; Maria Tutley; Jill Thody; Pauline Grisbrook; 

Bishop John Kiely; Beatrice McComas; Mary Couch; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw 01364 645526 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

17th September, 2017 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Eucharistic Prayer: IV Readings p.128 
 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
David Carroll Val Stanley 

Monica Douglas Jean Elton 
Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Cherry Cuffe Fred Cooke 
Pam Squires  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Scriptures:  

The call to forgive 
How can I love my spouse and bring life? 
We are called to set aside resentment, to 
listen gently to our beloved, seeking 
understanding.  In today’s gospel the 
servant who is forgiven refuses to forgive 
the man who owes him. God forgives us 
everything, but are we willing to let go of 
the hurts we have experienced via our 
spouse? 
 

 
In aid of the Parish appeal for Syria 

7th October 7 – 10 p.m. 
(quiz begins at 7.30 p.m.) 

Grange Restaurant, Buckfast Abbey 
Teams of up to four members 

£5 per person, which includes sandwiches, 
crisps and ice cream at half time. Cash bar; 
raffle (donations of prizes gratefully 
received). Tickets from John Goulden, Sue 
Lethbridge or Fr. Francis 

 
Exploring our faith, with the help of  

St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
A forum for listening and discussion, with 
the aim of nurturing and deepening our 
understanding of some of the core tenets 
of our faith. 
September 20th, October 4th & 18th, 
November 1st. Starting 7.15 p.m. for 
about an hour, with refreshments to 
follow (there may be cake!)  All welcome. 
Parish Meeting Room at the Abbey (Fr. 
Francis will meet anyone who doesn’t 
know where this is outside the Abbey 
Church at 7.10 p.m.) 
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £82.90 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £264.84 £33.08 

Second £17.17  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £43.10 £27.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £32.60 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £31.70 £37.10 

Added value through gift aid   £34.24 
 

This Sunday is Home Mission 
Sunday. There will be a second 
collection which will go to fund the Home 
Mission Office.  This exists to help the 
Church throughout England and Wales 
to share the joy of the Gospel.  
If you would like to pray for the spread 
of the Good News on a regular basis, 
please sign up to their newsletter via 
www.homemission.org.uk  
The money received from next 
weekend’s collection ensures that the 
Catholic Faith Centre is resourced and 
is able to respond to those who have 
questions about the Catholic Faith. It is 
also possible to donate online at: 
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/
Donate  
 

Please pray for the  
repose of the soul of 

Marie Barber 

 
who died on 4th September, 

2017 
Marie’s funeral will take 

place at 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday 
19th September in the 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel  

Our congratulations 
and prayers go to 

Fr. Benet Conlon OSB 
& 

Fr. Christopher 
Delaney OSB 

on their Diamond 
Jubilee of Priestley 

ordination. 
They were ordained 

on 15th September, 1957 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Two weeks in and we are settling into our routines. Staff are getting to know 
who is on duty at which break time without having to check the rotas every time 
and the children are getting used to who has PE when and when the library is 
free and so on. Friendship groups are also starting to form as the different 
children come together again after a year's break. This is the effect of having 
what is called "mixed year" classes - each of our classes has two year groups 
which means that, each year, one cohort of children will move up allowing a 
re-mix of pupils in each class. This can sometimes mean that a child will 
struggle if they have left behind a "best friend" in a lower year group but it also 
allows for new bonds to be formed and the group can re-adjust a little if needed. 
Staff support the children through these periods of transition and many a 
playtime at this time of year can be spent talking through challenges that have 
arisen. Sometimes the best option is to suggest a little time away from each 
other if children are getting a little frustrated, only to find that, next break time, 
they will come and find you to tell you proudly that it is okay because "we're 
best friends again now". The other benefit is that one child's brief moment of 
being a meanie to someone can allow another child the chance to show how 
kind they can be. 
And so it goes, falling in, falling out, but essentially one big family working 
together and learning how to get on and look after each other. I often wonder 
if I have missed a vocation in the diplomatic corps - untangling the world's 
problems can't be that much harder than negotiating your way around the 
friendship alliances of a group of small children - which can change on a minute 
by minute basis - can it? 
 

Diocesan Youth Rally,  Sunday 1st October, 1 – 6 p.m. 
St. Rita’s Centre, Honiton EX14 1AP 

For young people from 8 to 17 years old. Admission £5; includes games and 
competitions, bouncy castle, bungee run. Followed by BBQ and Youth Mass. 
 Details from Patrick 07880 734088 

CAFOD retreat.   
Free and open to all. 

Buckfast Abbey 25th November. 
To find out more and to book your place 
phone 0303 303 3030 or go to  
www.cafod.org.uk/retreat  
 

Celebrate South West 2017:  “Seek First His Kingdom” 
Sat 14th Oct 2017, 09.00 - 21.00; Sun 15th Oct 2017, 09.00 16.30 
Notre Dame High School, Plymouth PL6 5HN (note new venue) 

 

Talks, lively praise and worship & drama on the main stage, with a wide variety 
of workshops on both days.  Mass and opportunities for Adoration, 
Reconciliation & prayer ministry as well as time for chatting with friends old and 
new.  See posters and handbills for details. 
More info and to book: https://www.celebrateconference.org/south-west/  

 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Jesus and Satan were having an ongoing argument about who was better on his computer.  They had been going at it for 
days, and God [the Father] was tired of hearing all of the bickering.  Finally God said, “Cool it.  I am going to set up a test 
that will run two hours and I will judge who does the better job.” 
So down Satan and Jesus sat at the keyboards and typed away.  They moused.  They did spreadsheets.  The wrote 
reports.  They sent faxes.  They sent e-mail.  They sent out e-mail with attachments.  They did every known job. 
But ten minutes before their time was up, lightning suddenly flashed across the sky, thunder rolled, the rain poured and, of 
course, the electricity went off.  Satan stared at his blank screen and screamed every curse word known in the 
underworld.  Jesus just sighed.  The electricity finally flickered back on, and each of them restarted their computers. 
Satan started searching frantically, screaming “It’s gone!  It’s all gone!  I lost everything when the power went out!” 
Meanwhile, Jesus quietly started printing out all of his files from the past two hours.  Satan observed this and became 
irate.  “Wait! He cheated, how did he do it?” 
God shrugged and said, “Jesus saves.” 

The next in Fr Christopher’s series of 
Quiet days is to be held here on 
Saturday 23rd September. 
The subject of this Quiet Day is ‘Forgive 
and Forget, is it possible to forget?’ The 
day takes place in the Violet Evelyn Hall 
at Southgate and runs from 10.00am to 
3.00pm. The cost is £15 to include 
refreshments and a light lunch. Mass will 
be celebrated as part of the day and 
there will be an opportunity for quiet 
prayer, group discussions and 
confession. 

John Bradburne  
Free biographical booklets are now 
available in each church. The John 
Bradburne Memorial Society is seeking 
support for his Beatification.  There are 
forms in each church in the parish if you 
would like to sign up to this cause. 

SPUC Campaign on the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Abortion Act 
We Care About Women is a campaign 
to oppose decriminalising abortion.  We 
are organising a mass Constituency-
based Lobby which asks people to make 
an appointment with their MP to ask 
them to vote against any moves in 
Parliament to decriminalise abortion. 
The Lobby is taking place on 27/28 
October, 2017.  Please note SPUC is 
not asking people to travel to 
Westminster; rather it’s about meeting 
your MP at their constituency surgery. 
Decriminalising abortion means 
removing all legal restrictions on 
abortion.  This will leave women even 
more vulnerable to the unscrupulous 
abortion industry at work in our country.  
And more unborn babies will be lost to 
abortion. 
Please contact SPUC for 
comprehensive materials and how to 
organise a meeting with your MP.  Call 
SPUC on 020 7091 7091 or visit 
www.spuc.org.uk. Alternatively, you can 
write to SPUC, Unit B, 3, Whitacre 
Mews, Stannary Street, London SE11 
4AB  

The Abbey is seeking a suitable person to take over the voluntary role of 
Independent Chair for its Safeguarding Commission.  
The Commission, which normally meets quarterly, is accountable to the 
Trustees and has regulatory, advisory and supportive functions. 
The role requires a person with chairing skills and extensive recent 
Safeguarding experience, ideally having a background in the Police, Social 
Care, Probation or Family Law. Membership of the Catholic Church is not a 
prerequisite. 
The role is unsalaried but does attract a small honorarium and expenses. 
Written expression of interest & CV by 16th October 2017.  Interviews Monday 
30th October 2017.For a copy of the role description and further information 
please contact the Safeguarding Co-ordinator, Gary Gunby: 
ggunby@buckfast.org.uk , Tel. 01364 645588 (Reception) 
 


