
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. Paulinus & 

Companions 
Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Wilfrid 

Friday St. Edward the 
Confessor 

Saturday Feria 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Shiela Gilroy; Elizabeth Farrell; Edward Lane-Claypon; Norah Bartlett; Grace Ellison; 
Helen Wilkinson; Isabel Dickinson; Michael Wilkinson; Dom Bede Forder; Agnes Lane; 
Percy Hamilton-Dean; Dom Angelo Ruess; Anne Morgan; Mary Small; Alice Kalpman; 

Eileen Walker; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw 01364 645526 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton 
David Carroll Val Stanley 

Monica Douglas Jean Elton 
Pat Hedges Phil Nunn 
Cherry Cuffe Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

CAFOD retreat.  Free and open to all. 
Buckfast Abbey 25th November. 

To find out more and to book your place, 
phone 0303 303 3030 or go to  
www.cafod.org.uk/retreat  
 

ADOREMUS 
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage & 
Congress, 7- 9 September, 2018 
Adoremus is an initiative of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of England and 
Wales to create a special opportunity to 
reflect on the centrality of the Eucharist in 
the life of the Church. 
Each parish in the country is being invited 
to send delegates to attend, and the 
Abbey parish has been allocated places 
for up to 6 delegates. 
Taking place in Liverpool. A brief outline 
of Content:  

Friday 
(optional) 

Theological symposium & 
workshops 

Saturday Keynote speakers, music, 
drama, adoration, for 
10,000 pilgrims in the Echo 
Arena 

Sunday Mass in the Metropolitan 
Cathedral and procession 

There will be a cost involved, but it is 
hoped that some subsidies will be 
available.  If you would be interested in 
attending, please let Fr. Francis know – at 
this stage without obligation. 
http://catholicnews.org.uk/adoremus2018  
 

CAFOD 
Harvest Fast Day 

There is a second 
collection this 
weekend for you to 
give the fruit of your 
fasting last Friday and 
perhaps a little more.  
Remember Edelmira, 
in El Salvador, as she 
works to sustain her 
family with good 
crops and harvests.  
With your help, 
CAFOD is giving her 
fruit trees, training 
and strong seeds. 

24th September collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £54.45 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £289.77 £53.08 

Second £19.74  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £42.53 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £53.90 £33.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £22.50 £41.00 

Added value through gift aid   £42.71 
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £54.31 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £365.83 £55.00 

Second £15.60  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £12.53 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £47.72 £28.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £19.05 £52.00 

Added value through gift aid   £45.94 
 

 
Livermead Cliff Hotel, 

Torquay. 
 

Join Bishop Mark O’Toole, Fr 
Denis McBride, David Wells, 
Canon Paul Cummins, 
catechists, teachers, clergy 
and friends of the Diocese of 
Plymouth for a weekend of 
friendship, faith and formation. 
Cost £150 residential, £40 
non-residential day rate. To 
book your place use the flyer 
provided. Early booking is 
essential. We look forward to 
welcoming you to GATHER 
2018. 
 

Disappointed? Didn’t get a place in 
the London Marathon? Why not 
run the Rome Marathon instead in 
aid of the Catholic Children’s 
Society (Plymouth)? Details from 
Claire claire.warren@prcdtr.org.uk 
or www.ccsplymouth.org.uk 

 

SPUC Campaign on the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Abortion Act 
We Care About Women is a campaign to 
oppose decriminalising abortion.  We are 
organising a mass Constituency-based 
Lobby which asks people to make an 
appointment with their MP to ask them to 
vote against any moves in Parliament to 
decriminalise abortion. 
The Lobby is taking place on 27/28 October, 
2017.  
Please contact SPUC for comprehensive 
materials on 020 7091 7091 or visit 
www.spuc.org.uk. Or write to SPUC, Unit B, 
3, Whitacre Mews, Stannary Street, London 
SE11 4AB  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week saw the long-awaited visit of the fire engine to school as part 
of Meldon class's topic. The children had been doing a lot of 
preparation in advance - they were lucky enough to borrow the special 
box of dressing up goodies from the fire service which comes in a big 
fire engine shaped box and contains six sets of mini fireman uniforms 
- so there have been a lot of pint sized firemen  
about this week. The class had also obviously  
talked about how loud the siren might be –  
some of the children were clearly not going to  
take any chances as they set off from the  
bottom of the hill with their fingers in their ears  
.... just in case! They had also made a very nice  
fire engine card to give to the firemen to say  
thank you for coming and I am absolutely sure  
it will be proudly on display at the fire station. 
Fernworthy also had a visitor this week. Dr Barnett came in to talk to 
the children about their bodies and keeping healthy. Fernworthy have 
also prepared thank you notes for her - decorated with drawings of lots 
of body parts around the edge - which I am sure will bring a smile to Dr 
Barnett's face when she gets the letters. There is something about 
children's thank you notes which can so often get to the heart of the 
matter - literally in this case! 
Next on the horizon is our Harvest Festival which we are celebrating 
on Wednesday 18th October. The children have started to learn the 
songs for the service and posters asking for donations have been 
circulated. To raise money for Cafod, in return for a £1 donation, the 
children have been asked to come in on the day dressed as brightly as 
possible so I best get the old sunglasses out in preparation. The 
children will also be baking goodies to sell after the service so hopefully 
I will be able to report a good sum raised, not to mention a goodly sized 
donation of food for the local food bank. 
Before that, though, we have another week of fun and learning and 
practising of songs which I will only ever hear one or two lines of in my 
office but which will be so catchy that I will be humming incessantly! 
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on  
Marriage based on the Scriptures:  
27th Ordinary Time Loving and honouring 
each other and the Lord 
When you married you took each other for 
better, for worse. God experienced the ‘worse’ 
when his ‘bride’, the Jewish people, rejected 
him by worshipping other gods. The ‘worse’ 
for you may be when your spouse mocks your 
beliefs. Have you shared your hurt, let them 
know your pain? Remember, though, that God 
has loved the ‘worst’ in you. 

 
Two more sessions are planned, on October 
4th & 18th and November 1st. Starting 7.15 p.m. 
for about an hour, with refreshments to follow. 
Each session is stand-alone, so you’re 
welcome to join in if you didn’t manage to get 
to the first one. 
Parish Meeting Room at the Abbey (Fr. 
Francis will meet anyone who doesn’t know 
where this is outside the Abbey Church at 7.10 
p.m.) 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips 
with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Three men were sitting in a bar complaining 
about the injustices of the legal system. One 
said, ‘A friend of mine ended up in court for 
dropping a cigarette packet.’ The other two 
shook their heads knowingly. The second 
said, ’A friend of mine has got a criminal 
record because he overfilled his rubbish 
bin.’ The other two shook their heads sadly.  
The third said, ‘That’s nothing. A friend of mine 
was prosecuted on account of his beliefs. He 
believed he could drive after eight pints!’ 

Exploring our faith, 
with the help of  

St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

 

The Abbey is seeking a suitable person to take over the voluntary role 
of Independent Chair for its Safeguarding Commission.  
The Commission normally meets quarterly. Requires recent 
Safeguarding experience, ideally having a background in the Police, 
Social Care, Probation or Family Law. The role is unsalaried but does 
attract a small honorarium and expenses.Written expression of interest 
& CV by 16th October 2017.  Interviews Monday 30th October 2017. 
For further information please contact the Safeguarding Co-ordinator, 
Gary Gunby: ggunby@buckfast.org.uk  01364 645588 (Reception) 

 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
2-8th August 2018,  
led by Bishop Mark 

Flying from Exeter. Price £779.  Youth £495.  
Booking forms will be available very soon and 
for a discount of £10, you can book on line. 
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  
Please contact:Fr Kieran Kirby, Pilgrimage 
Director, 01803 294142 or Fr Anthony 
0’Gorman, Youth Chaplain, 01637 851176  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 
18th to 25th February 2019 

Led by Bishop Mark;  
Organised by Fr. Paul Maddison 

Includes visits to the major sites in Bethlehem, 
Galilee and Jerusalem and opportunities to 
meet the beleaguered local Christian 
communities  
Email: info@pilgrimagepeople.org    

 

From a review by Austen Ivereigh in Crux Now 
“Care in the community,” as it is called in the UK, has so often meant 
little care and no community, swapping the hell of an institution for 
another hell of isolation. People with mental disabilities are among the 
most rejected and lonely of our modern urban poor. 
What Jean Vanier saw was the deep need of the disabled for 
community, for love and friendship. In creating a space for getting to 
know them as people, he began to realize that L’Arche was not just for 
their benefit. A new British film captures the meaning of L’Arche so 
brilliantly. ‘Summer in the Forest’ is a slow-burning, at times tear-
inducing, but always joyful documentary that takes us into the heart of 
L’Arche through the lives of some of the early residents with whom 
Vanier first built the community, as well as others who came later.  
To tell those stories, the director allows them to communicate in myriad 
ways. We eavesdrop on them waking up, shaving, strolling, acting out 
what’s in their head, or just in conversation.  As the director, Randall 
Wright, puts it, “the whole film is shot more like a fully orchestrated  

fiction film to give them the production values they deserve but are rarely given.” Vanier has spoken often about how at 
first, back in 1964, he was a Catholic acting out of generosity. But he came to see that such generosity, while worthy, is 
really an attempt to stay the same, whereas communion - if we allow it - converts us.  That communion is what ‘Summer 
in the Forest’ bottles and shares. It’s about freedom, foolishness, and friendship. It’s the joy we’re all looking for. [Summer 
in the Forest is currently being shown in UK cinemas, and can be bought and downloaded at www.summerintheforest.com]  

 


