
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in confidence 
call 01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday - 

Friday 
Feria 

Saturday Ss. Simon & Jude 
 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Ethel Adams; Helen Striffler; David Ash; Joseph Harrington; Sydney Parker; Robert 
Dean; Guy Whinyates; Bishop William Vaughan; Edith Hamilton; Charlotte Daws; 
William Martin; Doris Vine; Philip Roberts; Joseph Copping; Edmund Place; Daniel 

Place; Mary Ash; Edward Fennessy; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw 01364 645526 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

22nd October, 2017 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time Eucharistic Prayer: II Readings p.143 

 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Penny Vickers Mike Ashton 
Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 

David Carroll Jean Elton 
Monica Douglas Phil Nunn 

Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 
 
World Mission Sunday is your chance to 
support missionaries and the Church in 
proclaiming the Gospel of peace to those 
who suffer around the world.  By 
supporting Missio, the Pope’s official 
charity for overseas mission, you will be 
sharing the peace and love of Christ with 
all people by helping everyone in need, 
regardless of background or belief.  
 

This weekend, your prayers and your 
donation will help a spirit of peace 
spread across South Sudan and 
around the world. Please give what you 
can, and if possible, use the Gift Aid 
envelopes.  Thank you. 
 

Missio has four branches: APF, SPA, MT 
& PMU.  To find out more about these go 
to:      https://www.missio.org.uk/  

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £68.20 £130.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £218.87 £63.08 

Second £20.11  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £29.90 £12.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £39.17 £22.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £18.73 £54.00 

Added value through gift aid   £70.71 
 
Receiving Holy Communion at the 0900 Sunday 

Mass in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 
 

Because different priests have recently done 
different things, some confusion has arisen in the 
Congregation about the distribution Holy 
Communion at this Mass. 
The Parish Priest has been asked to clarify, so he 
and Abbot David have agreed that from now on 
the Congregation should line up in the central 
aisle and the priest should stand still there rather 
than moving up and down the altar rails. 
Abbot David has asked all the priests who 
celebrate this Mass to adhere to this practise.  All 
members of the Congregation are kindly 
requested to cooperate, so that confusion and 
embarrassment are avoided in future. 

Unfortunately, the 1000 
Mass in Ashburton on 
Wednesday and the 0915 
Mass in South Brent on 
Thursday are cancelled 
this week. 1205 Mass in 
the Abbey continues as 
usual. 

Those involved will be 
glad to know that this 
is the last weekend for 
counting Mass 
attendance.  Thank 
you for doing this; 
please let Fr. Francis 
have the returns with 
the collections. 

 

I am thrilled to announce a wonderful blessing on our 
parish: at the 9 a.m. Mass on Sunday 10th June next year, 
Bishop Mark will confer the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
So far, we have five young people who will soon begin 
their preparation to receive this life-giving Sacrament.  I 
would be delighted to hear from anyone else who would 
like to receive this once-in-a-lifetime gift from God.  You 
need to have received your First Holy Communion and 
be aged over fourteen by June next year.  There is no 
upper age limit: it’s not possible to celebrate the 
sacrament frequently in a rural parish (the last time it 
happened at Buckfast was six years ago) so it’s not 
unusual for people to ‘slip through the net.’ So don’t 
hesitate: it’s never too late, and the preparation will be 
tailored to the needs of those receiving it.  We hope to 
have a meeting soon to plan the preparation, so please 
contact me (details above) if you would like to consider it 
for yourself or someone you are responsible for.  
God bless, Fr. Francis. 

Parishioners in South Brent 
are invited to the Service of 
Remembrance in St. 
Petroc’s on 12th November.  
Weather permitting, walk 
from ‘The Anchor’ at 1030 
for service beginning 1045 

Events in Ashburton for 
ONE WORLD WEEK 

Thurs. 26th Oct:  Taize type 
Service at Our Lady & St 
Petrock  7.30 p.m. 
Fri. 27th Oct:       Quiz Night, 
St Andrew’s Church Hall 
7.30 p.m.  Question Master: 
our own Patrick Nuttgens. 
Don’t have to be a citizen of 
Ashburton to take part! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Half term holiday! Phew! How did that come around so quickly? 
As you may know, this week we held our Harvest Festival which was 
an opportunity to donate goods to the Buckfastleigh Foodbank, 
combined with a fund-raising event for CAFOD. Both were very 
successful – we filled a number of bags with tins and packets for the 
foodbank and we raised over £200 for CAFOD. This was done through 
the sale of fresh produce, and cakes and biscuits that the children had 
made, and also through a non-uniform day when the children were 
encouraged to come to school dressed in bright colours in return for a 
£1 donation. There were some who doubted that I actually had an 
orange onesie to wear, but they were pleasantly surprised to see that I 
had been telling the truth. Some likened it to being welcomed to school 
by a carrot – I was pleased that they didn’t say pumpkin – but it provided 
a cheerful start to the day and caused much amusement for the 
children. Luckily, no one thought to get a camera out so there is no 
evidence to mark the occasion. 
Our choir have made an early start to their singing engagements this 
year when they took part in a choir festival at South Dartmoor 
Community College on Thursday. I am reliably informed that, as 
always, they did us proud with not only their singing but also their 
behaviour. After half term, they will be practicing in earnest for various 
engagements leading up to our Christmas Concert. Mrs Kerswell and 
Mrs Manley, who run the choir, will hopefully be re-charging their 
batteries over half term in readiness for the busy time ahead.  
Talking of Christmas, we will once again be collecting shoeboxes for 
Samaritan’s Purse (more information is available on their website 
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-
christmas-child/) and we have taken delivery of a number of flat packed 
shoeboxes ready for the children to fill with the kind of goodies we take 
for granted, but which some families around the world can only dream 
of. If any parishioners would like to donate a (full) shoebox, we will 
gladly ensure it reaches Operation Christmas Child. Please let Fr 
Francis know if you would like to join in. 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Scriptures: 29th Ordinary Sunday The Pharisees tried to trap Jesus: 
He told them to give to Caesar what belongs to him, “and to God 
what belongs to God”. The world tells us to look after ourselves and 
not to need others. As married couples, we know that we are made 
by God for one another, not needy but needing to give of ourselves 
entirely. 

 
Starting 7.15 p.m. for about an hour, with 
refreshments to follow. Each session is stand-
alone, so you’re welcome to join in if you didn’t 
manage to get to the others. In the Parish 
Meeting Room at the Abbey.  
Meet Fr. Francis outside the Abbey Church at 
7.10 p.m. if you don’t know where that is. 
 

“He fills your mouth 
with laughter and your 
lips with rejoicing” (Job 
8:21) 

 
If computers get too 
powerful, we can 
organize them into 
committees.  That’ll 
do them in. 

Exploring our faith, with the 
help of  

St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
Next session note change 

of date: Wednesday 8th 
November 

Gather 2018.  Livermead Cliff Hotel, Torquay. 

Join Bishop Mark O’Toole, Fr Denis McBride, David Wells, Canon 
Paul Cummins, catechists, teachers, clergy and friends of the Diocese 
of Plymouth for a weekend of friendship, faith and formation. Cost 
£150 residential, £40 non-residential day rate. To book your place use 
the flyer provided. Early booking is essential. We look forward to 
welcoming you to GATHER 2018. 

SPUC Campaign on the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Abortion Act 
We Care About Women is a campaign to oppose decriminalising 
abortion.  We are organising a mass Constituency-based Lobby which 
asks people to make an appointment with their MP to ask them to vote 
against any moves in Parliament to decriminalise abortion. 
The Lobby is taking place on 27/28 October, 2017. www.spuc.org.uk.  

Rachel Ellacott writes:  
Last weekend, together with several families 
from the parish, we attended the Celebrate 
Conference held at Notre Dame School in 
Plymouth. Although on the Saturday morning 
we felt too tired to bother to go, as always, we 
are glad we went! 
This year the theme was “Seek First His 
Kingdom” (Matt 6:33) and the whole weekend 
developed this focus. We particularly enjoyed 
listening to David Wells- always entertaining as 
well as to the point, relevant and challenging.  
Those of us with children are indebted to the 
talented and committed leaders who teach the 
children and teenagers separately and prepare 
them to take part in the Mass. Jude loves to 
catch up with his Celebrator friends and always 
comes away having learnt something new 
about Jesus.  

 
For us, the greatest moments at the Celebrate 
Conference are the Masses.  

Bishop Mark 
celebrated Mass on 
the Saturday and it 
was quite a sight to 
see him process in, 
followed by an army of 
flag-waving children! 

He spoke of the role of the family in nurturing 
the Christian faith within our children and where 
this might lead in later years. On the Sunday, 
Father Jonathan Stewart concluded the 
weekend’s theme, linking it with the readings 
set for that day. Mass at Celebrate is an 
experience like none other! The worship is full 
of life, beautiful contemporary music, played 
well and with sensitivity, and it is wonderful to 
see all ages represented, especially children 
and teenagers. The worship is a little different 
from that with which most of us are familiar, but 
wavy hands are not obligatory and a personality 
change is not required! And even we, who tend 
to take a less flamboyant approach to worship, 
find it is definitely worth reminding ourselves, 
that knowing Jesus Christ and the transforming 
power of The Holy Spirit is something to be 
celebrated. 

 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The September draw took place last 
Thursday.  And the lucky winners are:   
1st Prize (£25)  No. 43  Name withheld 
2nd Prize (£15)  No. 93 Mrs. L. Woolacott  
3rd Prize (£7)  No. 56  Name withheld 

 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an 
application form please contact Fr. Francis 
01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

 


