
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call  

01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday Ss. Simon & Jude 

Wednesday All Saints 
Thursday All Souls 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. Charles Borromeo 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Josephine Schiller; Sarah Hackman; Dom Lawrence Goscher; Charles Kerr; Bridget Bass-
Twitchell; Patrick Doyle; Christopher Crosbie; Thomas Shaw; Ethel Parsons; Mary Belford; 
Helen Cochrane; Sarah Tinklar; Stanley Davis; Andrew Noel; Ernest Chiosso; Elizabeth 
Myhill;  Andrew Dahl; Barbara Rayner; Bishop John Barrett; Barbara Connolly; Winifred 
Brocklebank; Emelia Cheston; Dom Arnold Weiler; Audrey Lady Petre; Lucy Coombes; 

Brian Reavey; Ella Roberts; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw  
01364 645526  

parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Penny Vickers Mike Ashton 
Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 

David Carroll Jean Elton 
Monica Douglas Phil Nunn 

Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

I would be delighted to hear from anyone else who would 
like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation at the 9 
a.m. Mass on Sunday 10th June next year.  You need to 
have received your First Holy Communion and be aged 
over fourteen by June next year.  There is no upper age 
limit: We hope to have a meeting soon to plan the 
preparation, so please contact me (details above) if you 
would like to consider it for yourself or someone you are 
responsible for.   God bless, Fr. Francis. 

Parishioners in South Brent are invited to the 
Service of Remembrance in St. Petroc’s on 12th 
November.  Weather permitting, walk from ‘The 
Anchor’ at 1030 for service beginning 1045 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £63.20 £20.00 £35.00 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £212.34 £33.08 £60.75 £20.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £40.00 £37.85 £7.00 £10.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £29.17 £28.92 £11.00 £35.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £26.00 £43.00 £41.60 £55.00 

   £40.71   £35.00 
Special thanks to everyone who contributed to the collection for World Mission 
Sunday; with gift aid it came to £330.35 

This coming Wednesday, the Feast of All 
Saints, is a Holyday of Obligation.  In this 
parish, Holy Mass will be celebrated on that 
day and on All Souls day as follows: 
 

 All Saints  
10 a.m. Our Lady of Lourdes & St. 

Petroc, Ashburton 
12.05 p.m. Abbey Church 
7.30 p.m. St. Dunstan’s, South Brent 
  
All Souls  
12.05 p.m. Abbey Church 

 

 

Please note, there will NOT be Holy Mass in 
South Brent on Thursday this week. 

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES: Dublin, August 21st-26th, 2018.  A 
global gathering celebrating Marriage and Family Life with Pope 
Francis.  Please visit: http://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/ for further 
information.  Approximate cost is £900 per couple for 5 nights (B & B) or 
£1,200 for a family with 2 children. A number of people will be going from 
our diocese.  If you are interested in being part of this gathering, please 
contact Marian on 01752-701660 or plymouth-
crownhill@prcdtr.org.uk  Closing date for applications December 16th. 

Bishop Mark writes:  
We look forward very much to the visit of Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
in November, to celebrate the Feast of St Cuthbert Mayne, during 
this year when we mark the 440th Anniversary of his death.   
First Vespers of St Cuthbert Mayne, at which the Cardinal will 
preach, will be at 6pm on Tuesday, 28th November in the 
Cathedral.   
On Wednesday, 29th November the Cardinal will celebrate Mass 
with us at 12.30pm in Buckfast Abbey Church.  
Parishioners are very welcome at both Vespers in the Cathedral 
and the Solemn Mass in Buckfast Abbey, and there will be a chance 
to venerate the relic of St Cuthbert at the end of both liturgies.     
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
2-8th August 2018,  
led by Bishop Mark 

Flying from Exeter. Price £779.  Youth £495.  
Booking forms will be available very soon and for 
a discount of £10, you can book on line. 
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  
Please contact: Fr Kieran Kirby, Pilgrimage 
Director, 01803 294142 or Fr Anthony 
O’Gorman, Youth Chaplain, 01637 851176  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The children will be starting their new topics next week and they will be 
covering a wide range of things from the "Victorians" in Burrator to the 
"Rise of the Robots" in Fernworthy whilst the younger children, in 
Meldon and Venford, will be learning about the seasons and time.  

They have sneakily  included "circus 
time" into their topic and I am hoping 
there will be a session on that 
important skill, juggling time. If so, I 
will be hoping to sit in on that one as 
that is something I have never 
managed to master effectively! Whilst 
they will be having a day of fun 
learning circus skills at some point, 

which I am sure will be most entertaining, Burrator will be experiencing 
a day as a child in a Victorian school. The children are often quite 
shocked by how harsh the regime was in those days, and that was for 
the ones lucky enough to go to school. Taking the school back in time 
is harder now than it used to be, as the buildings have been remodelled 
so much in recent years, but you can get glimpses of how St Mary's 
would have looked when it was first built and we do have one or two 
photos of the rooms before they were changed too much. It was only 
in the last ten years or so that the room partition, which allowed Burrator 
class and our current library to be opened up into one large room, was 
taken down but I think it is only Mrs Kerswell and I who will have seen 
that in position. We will be holding an open day next year when we 
celebrate our one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary and any 
photographs from any period would be gratefully received, copied, and 
returned! 
Meanwhile, Fernworthy will be looking to what used to be the future but 
is, in fact, now, as they look at robots and their impact on the world. A 
varied bunch of things to learn, I think you'll agree, and all before that 
big event - Christmas! 
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Scriptures:  
How can I best love you today? 
In today’s gospel Jesus says love should be at 
the centre of our lives, so we must ask ‘How can 
I best love my partner today?’   To know how 
our partner experiences our love best, we need 
to explore together whether it is through 
compliments, special time together, presents or 
acts of service, or simple hugging and kissing. 
 

 
Starting 7.15 p.m. for about an hour, with 
refreshments to follow. Each session is stand-
alone, so you’re welcome to join in if you didn’t 
manage to get to the others. In the Parish 
Meeting Room at the Abbey.  
Meet Fr. Francis outside the Abbey Church at 
7.10 p.m. if you don’t know where that is. 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips 
with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 
A minister who was very fond of pure, hot 
horseradish always kept a bottle of it on his 
dining room table.  He offered some to a guest, 
who took a big spoonful. 
When the guest was finally able to speak, he 
gasped, “I’ve heard many ministers preach hell-
fire, but you are the first one I’ve met who 
passed out a sample of it! 

Exploring our faith, with the 
help of  

St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
Next session note change 

of date: Wednesday 8th 
November 

Gather 2018.  Livermead Cliff Hotel, Torquay. 

Join Bishop Mark O’Toole, Fr Denis McBride, David Wells, Canon 
Paul Cummins, catechists, teachers, clergy and friends of the Diocese 
of Plymouth for a weekend of friendship, faith and formation. Cost 
£150 residential, £40 non-residential day rate. To book your place use 
the flyer provided. Early booking is essential. We look forward to 
welcoming you to GATHER 2018. 
 
CAFOD retreat.  Free and open to all. Buckfast Abbey 25th November. 
Tel. 0303 303 3030 or go to www.cafod.org.uk/retreat  
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 18th 
to 25th February 2019 

“I am delighted to be able to commend this 
pilgrimage from our Diocese to the Holy Land 
from 18th to 25th February 2019.  I do hope that 
some of you and your people will be able to 
accompany me in this journey of a lifetime. 
An itinerary is being prepared that will not only 
include visits to the major sites in Bethlehem, 
Galilee and Jerusalem but also opportunities to 
meet the beleaguered local Christian 
communities and to celebrate Sunday Mass 
with them in one of the local villages.  We shall 
also be engaging with the Friends of the Holy 
Land and the projects in which they are 
involved. 
Fr Paul Maddison, a priest of East Anglia 
Diocese, is director of Pilgrimage People and 
has been organising and directing these 
pilgrimages for many years.  
A pilgrimage to the Holy Land is the experience 
of a lifetime.  To walk in the footsteps of our Lord 
brings alive in a new way the scriptures we have 
so often read and heard. To meet our Christian 
brothers and sisters there, who are suffering 
greatly, gives them and us real encouragement 
in our faith. 
With every kind wish, Yours devotedly, 
Rt Rev Mark O’Toole, Bishop of Plymouth” 
Email: info@pilgrimagepeople.org    

 

President Xi Jinping of China announced this week that he wants to 
tighten Beijing’s strict government controls on religion in the 
communist country. In a speech this week during the 19th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of China, Xi said that religions not 
sufficiently conformed to Communist ideals pose a threat to the 
country’s government, and therefore must become more “Chinese-
oriented.” This could mean a cooling of the already rocky relations 
between the Vatican and China. While the Chinese government 
technically recognizes Catholicism as one of five religions in the 
country, it does not recognize many Church leaders appointed by the 
Vatican, driving many among the Catholic Church leadership and laity 
underground. The Vatican and the Chinese government are in 
ongoing talks about the recognition and appointment of bishops. The 
most current proposal would allow the government to select possible 
episcopal candidates and send the names to the pope for approval or 
denial. Currently, the Vatican sends a list of potential candidates to 
Beijing for approval or denial before appointing bishops. At issue is 
that Beijing also independently nominates bishops. Chinese Cardinal 
Zen said he hoped the Church throughout the world would “intensify 
their prayers” for the Church in China. According to a report earlier this 
year by U.S.-based NGO Freedom House, violent and non-violent 
religious persecution has seen an overall increase in China since Xi 
came to power in 2012.  https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news  


