
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call  
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday Dedication of the 

Lateran Basilica 
Friday St. Leo the Great 

Saturday St. Martin of Tours 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Peter Bray; Evelyn Mitchell; John de Ville; Dom Jean Colin; Carol Karaviotis; Mary Ford; 
Lilian Paynter; Margaret Anderson; Esther Capping; Frances Power; Lorna Adamson; 
Evelyn Adamson; Margaret Slocombe; Mildred Kingdon; Dom Mellitus Hauler; Meta 

Banbury; William Stuart; Frederick Gower; Kay Salter; Margaret O’Brien; Emily Mitchell; 
Ivy Bridge; Mary Causton; Heloise Chatrian; Margaret Minns; 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw 01364 645526  

parish@buckfast.org.uk 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Phil Nunn 
Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 
Starting 7.15 p.m. for about an hour, 
with refreshments to follow. Each 
session is stand-alone, so you’re 
welcome to join in if you didn’t manage 
to get to the others. In the Parish 
Meeting Room at the Abbey.  
Meet Fr. Francis outside the Abbey 
Church at 7.10 p.m. if you don’t know 
where that is. 

Exploring our faith, 
with the help of  

St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
Final session this 
Wednesday, 8th 

November 

Parishioners in South Brent are invited 
to the Service of Remembrance in St. 
Petroc’s on 12th November.  Weather 
permitting, walk from ‘The Anchor’ at 
1030 for service beginning 1045 

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES: Dublin, August 21st-26th, 2018.  A global 
gathering celebrating Marriage and Family Life with Pope Francis.  Please visit: 
http://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/ for further information.  Approximate 
cost is £900 per couple for 5 nights (B & B) or £1,200 for a family with 2 
children. A number of people will be going from our diocese.  If you are 
interested in being part of this gathering, please contact Marian on 01752-
701660 or plymouth-crownhill@prcdtr.org.uk  Closing date for applications 
December 16th. 

Bishop Mark writes: We look forward very much to the visit of Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols in November, to celebrate the Feast of St Cuthbert Mayne, 
during this year when we mark the 440th Anniversary of his death.   
First Vespers of St Cuthbert Mayne, at which the Cardinal will preach, will 
be at 6pm on Tuesday, 28th November in the Cathedral.   
On Wednesday, 29th November the Cardinal will celebrate Mass with us 
at 12.30pm in Buckfast Abbey Church.  
Parishioners are very welcome at both Vespers in the Cathedral and the 
Solemn Mass in Buckfast Abbey, and there will be a chance to venerate 
the relic of St Cuthbert at the end of both liturgies.     
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 2-8th August 2018, led by Bishop Mark 
Flying from Exeter. Price £779.  Youth £495.  Booking forms will be available 
very soon and for a discount of £10, you can book online: 
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  
Please contact: Fr Kieran Kirby, Pilgrimage Director, 01803 294142 or Fr 
Anthony O’Gorman, Youth Chaplain, 01637 851176  

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £82.50 £15.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £315.74 £58.08 

Second £20.08  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £17.81 £42.35 
Ashburton 10:30am £27.45 £23.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £37.01 £47.00 

Added value through gift aid   £46.59 
 

Please pray for the repose of 
the soul of 

David Carroll 
A parishioner who lived in 

South Brent 
Who died on 2nd November 

 

May he rest in peace 

 

No doubt, parishioners are being inundated with catalogues from charities eager to enlist 
your help by buying from their Christmas catalogue.  CAFOD and Aid to the Church in 
Need both offer this worthy opportunity and their literature can be found around the 
parish.  Another one you might like to consider arrived in the parish letterbox this week 
from the St. Vincent de Paul Society, well known for their outreach to the poor and needy 
in parishes around the country.  They have produced a one-page catalogue of Christmas 
cards, advent calendars and gift ideas and these can be found in each church in the 
parish this weekend.  You can also order online at www.svp.org.uk/shop 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

As part of the RE topic this half term, the children are learning about 
the Sacraments and the displays in each room are starting to take 
shape. In Meldon and Venford, the children have been asked to bring 
in photographs of their own important family occasions, like baptisms 
and weddings, and it is a pleasure to look at the pictures of families at 
such happy times. It reminds you of the joy that is felt when people who 
mean so much to each other can spend special moments together 
... and then it makes you wonder why so many of us don’t make the 
time to see each other more!  
Meanwhile, in the older classes, their displays are surrounded by 
questions that the children have asked about God and life. 
Understandably they get deeper and more complex as the children get 
older and range from asking about heaven and how the world was 
made to “Why doesn’t God cure cancer when he could do it with a click 
of his fingers?” Put it this way, if I were Fr Francis I would come 
prepared for some deep discussions with the children, particularly 
those in Burrator, if he is passing this way any time soon! 
We are also looking ahead to Remembrance Sunday and the children 
have each written names on poppies of people whom they miss 
because they have died or are far away or whom they just don’t see 
any more. These are on a display in the school foyer and it is another 
reminder that we should relish our opportunities to be together 
whenever we can, who knows what lies ahead? Having written that as 
I sit in school on a Saturday morning “catching up”, I really ought to 
finish up here and follow my own advice! 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage 
based on the Scriptures:  
Do we both work hard and devotedly? 
We cannot avoid being challenged by the devotion, 
protection and love given to the followers of Jesus 
by St Paul and his companions. Can we say with 
equal certainty that in living our vows and 
commitments, we work as hard and devotedly? Yet 
this is what we married couples are called to strive 
for in our relationship with each other. 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 
8:21) 

A parishioner had dozed off to sleep during the morning service. 
“Will all who want to go to heaven stand?” the preacher asked.  All 
stood, except the sleeping parishioner. 
After they sat down, the pastor continued: “Well, will all who want 
to go to the other place stand?” 
Somebody suddenly dropped a hymnbook, and the sleeping man 
jumped to his feet and stood sheepishly facing the preacher.  He 
mumbled confusedly, “Well, Preacher, I don’t know what we’re 
voting for, but it looks like you and I are the only ones for it.” 

Gather 2018.  Livermead Cliff Hotel, Torquay. 

Join Bishop Mark O’Toole, Fr Denis McBride, David Wells, Canon Paul Cummins, catechists, teachers, clergy and friends 
of the Diocese of Plymouth for a weekend of friendship, faith and formation. Cost £150 residential, £40 non-residential 
day rate. To book your place use the flyer provided. Early booking is essential. We look forward to welcoming you to 
GATHER 2018. 

CAFOD retreat.  Free and open to all. Buckfast Abbey 25th November. 
Tel. 0303 303 3030 or go to www.cafod.org.uk/retreat  
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 18th 
to 25th February 2019 

“I am delighted to be able to commend this 
pilgrimage from our Diocese to the Holy Land 
from 18th to 25th February 2019.  I do hope that 
some of you and your people will be able to 
accompany me in this journey of a lifetime. 
An itinerary is being prepared that will not only 
include visits to the major sites in Bethlehem, 
Galilee and Jerusalem but also opportunities to 
meet the beleaguered local Christian 
communities and to celebrate Sunday Mass 
with them in one of the local villages.  We shall 
also be engaging with the Friends of the Holy 
Land and the projects in which they are 
involved. 
Fr Paul Maddison, a priest of East Anglia 
Diocese, is director of Pilgrimage People and 
has been organising and directing these 
pilgrimages for many years.  
A pilgrimage to the Holy Land is the experience 
of a lifetime.  To walk in the footsteps of our Lord 
brings alive in a new way the scriptures we have 
so often read and heard. To meet our Christian 
brothers and sisters there, who are suffering 
greatly, gives them and us real encouragement 
in our faith. 
With every kind wish, Yours devotedly, 
Rt Rev Mark O’Toole, Bishop of Plymouth” 
Email: info@pilgrimagepeople.org    

Pope Francis marked All Saints' Day saying the saints are honored not because they were perfect or did everything right, 
but because they allowed God to touch their lives and fought hard against sin. 
The saints above all are our brothers and sisters “who have welcomed the light of God into their hearts and have passed 
it on to the world…” “They have fought to take away the stains and darkness of sin, so as to let the gentle light of God 
pass through,” he said, adding that “this is the purpose of life, even for us.”  
Pointing to the day's Gospel reading from Matthew, in which Christ outlines the Beatitudes, Francis said the word 
“blessed”, with which Christ begins his preaching, is in itself an announcement of the gospel because it points to the path 
of happiness. 
“Whoever is with Jesus is blessed, is happy,” he said, explaining that happiness “is not having something or becoming 
someone,” but rather “true happiness is being with the Lord and living for love.” 
The “ingredients” for a happy life, then, are what Christ calls the beatitudes, he said, explaining that the blessed ones “are 
the simple, the humble who make room for God, who know how to weep for others and for their own errors, those who 
stay meek, who fight for justice, who are merciful toward all, who guard purity of heart, who always work for peace and 
remain in joy, not in hate, and, even when suffering, respond to evil with good.” 
The beatitudes, then, are not “sensational acts” reserved only for “supermen,” but are attitudes for those who live through 
the trials and fatigues of everyday life. 
And the feast of All Saints, then, is not celebrated only in honor of those who have reached the “goal”… but it is also for 
the many “simple and hidden people” who we may know, and who, through everyday holiness, help God to “carry the 
world forward.” 
Full article: https://www.catholicnewsagency.com  


