
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call  
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Benedictine Saints 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St. Gertrude the Great 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Ruby Hawkes; Bessie Hawkins; Dom Adalbert Pappelau;  Elizabeth Sampson;  
Brenda Andrews; Martin Baker; Philip Lewis; Ken Mills; George Lewis; Bessie Bennett; 

William Kennard; Robert Dundas; Marjorie Coleman; Mathilda Battiscombe; Leila Harris; 
Dora Southwort; Petronel Ferens; George Stuart;  Arabella Kelso; Dorothy Mellow; 

Octavius Hewings; Mildred Beard; 
May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw 01364 645526  

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

12th November, 2017 Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Remembrance Day 

Eucharistic Prayer: III Readings (not 
Abbey) p.188 

 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Phil Nunn 
Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

South Brent Service of Remembrance in 
St. Petroc’s on 12th November.  Weather 
permitting, walk from ‘The Anchor’ at 
1030 for service beginning 1045 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £80.10 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £232.96 £38.08 

Second £11.05  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £22.50 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £32.94 £32.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £36.80 £53.80 

Added value through gift aid   £40.66 
 

The Requiem Mass for 
David Carroll 

will take place in St. Dunstan’s 
Church, South Brent 

on Thursday 16th November 
At 11 a.m. 

This Mass will replace the usual one 
on Thursdays at 9.15 a.m. 

Next weekend there will be this year’s final second collection for the Parish 
Syria Appeal.  As you know, all proceeds go to the charity Aid to the Church 
in need.  Here is an account of the sort of work they do in Syria: 

Sisters caring for Syria’s sick and wounded 
throughout five years of heavy bombardment 
have received essential medical equipment 
from a leading Catholic charity. Aid to the 
Church in Need has provided the Sisters of 
St Joseph of the Apparition who run St Louis 
Hospital, western Aleppo, with more than 
£225,000 (€250,000) in medical equipment 

ensuring vital treatment for all those in need. Sister Anne Marie, who has 
worked as a nurse in Aleppo for 18 years. All the Sisters decided to remain in 
Aleppo caring for the sick when the war started. Dr George Theodory, medical 
director at the hospital, emigrated to the US with his family when the civil war 
began but later returned to Syria to help. He said: “I decided to return to work 
together with my colleagues and help the people in this country who are in 
such desperate need but my faith helped me have hope. I am a Christian and 
feel obligated to help those who are in need of help. The circumstances are 
immaterial. We also treat the destitute. Even though we are a Catholic hospital, 
we do not make any distinctions based on religious affiliation. I would estimate 
that about 70 percent of our patients are Muslim.” 
Notwithstanding the ceasefire, they are treating war-wounded. He said: “We 
are working day and night, in part for free, to treat those who were wounded 
during the war and the other sick people.” 
He added: “Our income hardly covers the costs of wages and fuel for the 
generators. These are essential because there is not enough electricity 
throughout the city.” The charity is also providing several UPS (uninterruptible 
power supply) generators ensuring a constant power supply in the middle of 
operations. 
Speaking about ACN’s support, Sister Anne Marie said: “We are very thankful 
for this generous gesture. If we did not have it, we would not be able to treat 
any more patients or at least not treat them adequately.” 
 “The strength to continue working comes only from God. The faith upholds us. 
We ask all the benefactors to pray for us. Thank you.” 
Full article: https://acnuk.org/news  

 

 

 
On Sunday we will pray for repose 
of the souls of those who have 
perished in armed conflict.   
There is a short service in the 
parish cemetery after the 1030 
Mass at the Abbey:  Gathering at 
the lych-gate, where a plaque 
remembering parishioners who 
gave their lives for their country is 
situated, we remember them and all 
who have died in war.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

We were visited this week by the RE adviser for Plymouth Diocese, 
Sarah Adams. The visit went very well, time was spent going through 
books and planning with Miss Slack and looking at displays, which 
Sarah was very impressed with.   In particular, Sarah also spent time 
in each classroom during prayer time. Miss Slack said that there had 
been some beautiful prayer times in all of the classes with some very 
reflective time for children to pray, or to just be still in a busy school 
day.   
Our prayer times are based 
on a rolling programme and 
each week there is a  
different theme, a sort of  
“thought for the week” which  
is printed in our newsletters  
and displayed in the school  
foyer. Not, surprisingly, as the prayer cycle is based on the Bible, the 
thoughts are wise and uplifting and the theme is developed each day 
at prayer time. Next week the focus is “We can trust in God. He always 
loves us.” and the children will think about forgiving others, as God 
forgives us; that God will never be too busy to care for us; that God will 
take care of us and make sure we are safe and happy; how the children 
can make a difference to others by being kind and on Friday they will 
give thanks for all the love in their lives and how they show, and are 
shown, that love. A good and reassuring way to spend a little of each 
day, don’t you think? 
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based on the 
Scriptures:    Always be ready 
 

Jesus said we must always be ready for His second coming, 
ready to meet Him. Being ‘ready’ doesn’t mean spending all the 
time doing religious things. For married couples, being ‘ready’ 
means being ready to listen to each other, sharing thoughts and 
feelings. Keep your ‘love tank’ full by thinking of ways he or she 
can be surprised by love. 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

A newly-married couple were entertaining friends to 
dinner and among the guests was a rather ill-
mannered fellow. At one point, he held up on his fork 
a piece of meat and joked ‘Is this pig?’ 
“To which end of the fork do you refer?” asked a quiet-
looking man at the other end of the table. 

Gather 2018.  Livermead Cliff Hotel, Torquay. 

Join Bishop Mark O’Toole, Fr Denis McBride, David Wells, Canon Paul Cummins, catechists, teachers, clergy and friends 
of the Diocese of Plymouth for a weekend of friendship, faith and formation. Cost £150 residential, £40 non-residential day 
rate. To book your place use the flyer provided. Early booking is essential. We look forward to welcoming you to GATHER 
2018. 

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES: Dublin, 
August 21st-26th, 2018.  A global gathering 
celebrating Marriage and Family Life with Pope 
Francis.  Please visit: 
http://www.worldmeeting2018.ie/en/ for 
further information.  Approximate cost is £900 
per couple for 5 nights (B & B) or £1,200 for a 
family with 2 children. A number of people will 
be going from our diocese.  If you are 
interested in being part of this gathering, 
please contact Marian on 01752-701660 or 
plymouth-crownhill@prcdtr.org.uk  Closing 
date for applications December 16th. 

Bishop Mark writes: We look forward very much to the visit of 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols in November, to celebrate the Feast of St 
Cuthbert Mayne, during this year when we mark the 440th 
Anniversary of his death.   
First Vespers of St Cuthbert Mayne, at which the Cardinal will 
preach, will be at 6pm on Tuesday, 28th November in the 
Cathedral.   
On Wednesday, 29th November the Cardinal will celebrate Mass 
with us at 12.30pm in Buckfast Abbey Church.  
Parishioners are very welcome at both Vespers in the Cathedral and 
the Solemn Mass in Buckfast Abbey, and there will be a chance to 
venerate the relic of St Cuthbert at the end of both liturgies.     
 

CAFOD retreat.  Free and open to all. Buckfast Abbey 25th November. 
Tel. 0303 303 3030 or go to www.cafod.org.uk/retreat  
 

United Christian Action in Dawlish and District (UCADD) is a charity which works for the alleviation of poverty, the reduction 
of crime, and to encourage the social wellbeing of people of all ages in Dawlish and District. Among other projects, UCADD 
runs a mentoring scheme for young people who are going through difficult times. The project allows for trained mentors 
and mentees to meet on a regular basis over a minimum of twelve months, and aims to enable young people to lead 
happier, healthier lives. UCADD is looking for volunteers to become mentors.  There are a lot of young people in need and 
not many volunteers to go around! The programme is free of charge and is funded by Children in Need. 
For more information contact Cecilia Kokubu, Project Coordinator, 07983 544474 xlmdawlish@gmail.com  

 

RE:connect at Buckfast Abbey – an exciting 
interactive experience for young people. We 
are extending our innovative project for 
secondary schools to parish youth groups. 
RE:connect is an amazing thing to do – but very 
difficult to describe! Enter the Network to 
explore the interconnectivity of the world 
through hands on and thought provoking 
activities, exercises and reflections. Specially 
designed to help young people think more 
deeply about themselves and the world around 
them. £5.00 per person (leaders free) which 
includes RE:connect, RE:imagine (café style 
follow up session) and exhibitions. Saturday 
13th January 2018 various time slots available. 
Please email education@buckfast.org.uk or 
call 01364 645517 to book. Schools event 15th-
19th January. 

The final of Fr Christopher’s series of Quiet 
days in 2017 will take place on Saturday 2nd 
December in the Violet Evelyn Hall at the 
Southgate Retreat Centre. The subject of this 
Quiet Day is ‘How to be peacemakers, not only 
at Christmas’. The day begins with tea & coffee 
at 10.00am and runs until 3.00pm. Mass will be 
celebrated as part of the day and there will be 
an opportunity for quiet prayer, group 
discussions and confession. The cost is £15 to 
include refreshments and a light lunch. 
 

 


