
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Cuthbert Mayne 
Thursday St. Andrew 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Anne Morrin; Mary Scarrett; Diana Copeland; Audrey Cole; Agnes Warren Vernon; 
Sheila Bissett; Nina Wallis; Roger Burke; Sean Bass-Twitchell; Nora Prosser;  

Hilda Goddard; Madeleine Batten; Elizabeth Alison; Catherine Parr; 
May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

26th  November, 2017 Solemnity of Christ the King Eucharistic Prayer: III Readings p.158 

 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Phil Nunn 
Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Solemnity of Christ the King.   
This Sunday, 26th November 

 

 
 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for 
veneration in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel from after the 1030 Mass until 
Vespers on this day.   
Please join us for a holy hour from 3 
to 4 p.m., spending time thanking 
Jesus for being with us.  A quiet, 
relaxed time of meditation in His 
presence. 

 

Silent adoration; hymns; 
readings; benediction 

 

Afterwards we will have  
a relaxed time of companionship  

over a cream tea. 
 
 

 First Collection Second Collection 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £68.80 £10.00 £152.02 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £210.41 £33.08 £229.50 £400.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £20.50 £37.85 £2.50 £20.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £16.00 £29.92 £20.65 £25.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £20.46 £48.00 £46.20 £40.00 

   £39.71   £121.25 
Thank you, once again, for your generosity to the Parish Syria Appeal.  With 
gift aid you donations total £1,057.12 

John R. Bradburne was received into the Catholic Church on the Feast 
of Christ the King, 1947, at Buckfast in St. Michael’s chapel.  Later he was 
a postulant here.  He was murdered in what is not Zimbabwe and there is 
a movement to get him beatified.  There are free booklets about him in the 
back of the Abbey church.  

During the coming week, the monks have their annual retreat.  This means 
that the Masses in Ashburton and South Brent on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday have to be cancelled.  There will still be two Masses each day, at 8 
a.m. and 12.05 p.m., in the Abbey church 

Those who attend Sunday Mass in the Abbey church are 
kindly requested to take an information sheet about 
safeguarding. These are available at the back of the church. 

A message from Bishop Mark: 
Do you support Catholic schools and the right of Catholics to send their 
children to them?  Then we need you to make your voice heard. 
In 2010 the Coalition Government placed a faith-based admissions cap on 
new free schools.  In practice this means that only 50% of oversubscribed 
places can be allocated on the basis of faith.  This has precluded the 
opening of new Catholic schools as it would require them to turn away 
Catholic pupils in favour of others if they had more applicants than the 
number of places available.   The present Government has acknowledged 
that this policy discriminates against Catholics.  In 2016 the Prime Minister 
reiterated her belief that the cap should be remove, and the 2017 
Conservative Party manifesto promised to do so.  However, the Secretary 
of State for Education may be about to reverse this commitment.    
In an effort to show the Secretary of State that this is a deeply important 
issue to the Catholic community, I am asking you all to register your 
concern. 
Please visit http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Featured/Safeguard-
the-future-of-Catholic-education2 to help us to maintain our right to open 
Catholic schools. 
(From Fr. Francis: I have done this and it was very easy; it took just a 
minute or two for a very well composed letter to be sent by email on my 
behalf to the Secretary of State.) 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of  
 

Tim Rymer Cooper 
Beloved son of Juliette 

Who died on 12th November 
 
Tim’s funeral Mass will take place on 
Monday 4th December at 12.05 p.m. in 
the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

This week, the children were visited by Rev. Tom Benson, from 
Buckfastleigh, who came to talk to the children about what happens to 
our donations, made at harvesttime, to the local food bank. It was an 
important opportunity to follow up with the children and explain to them 
the relevance of our small contribution to the local community. Rev. 
Tom had not been to St Mary's before so it was nice to be able to 
welcome him and for him to have a quick look around our lovely school. 

Burrator class were also visited this 
week by the local handbell group. 
This was the result of a chance 
conversation between Miss Slack and 
Joy Winzor on the Parish Pilgrimage 
back in February. As the date 
approached, I think it is fair to say that 
both were viewing it with some 

trepidation but in the event it was a great success. Nearly all the 
children had a go, possibly encouraged by the entertaining attempts of 
the staff to play a tune. Although, looking at the photos, it seems to 
need a great deal of concentration and not a lot of time to look up and 
smile at the audience.  
I could only hear the  
occasional note from my 
office but it was like a  
little chime of Christmas  
floating up the corridor. 
We were particularly pleased to see Sue Lethbridge amongst the 
handbell ringers as Sue, when contemplating her retirement, thought 
she would have a lot of spare time and offered to help in our library. 
However, when the words "library" and "spare time" were mentioned to 
her, Sue only had a limited recollection of either! However, she did say 
she would come and help if I could find her a librarian badge to wear - 
fortunately, I have found one (well, okay, it does say "junior librarian") 
and I am hoping that in the new year she will be able to come in and 
help us get our books in order! 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Scriptures:  
 

Called to be symbols of the way Jesus loves 
 

Jesus says that those who respond to others 
are in effect responding to him. Our call as 
married couples is to be a symbol of Jesus’ 
love for us. In each small way that we show 
our love: doing little jobs, spending quality time 
together, listening, forgiving and making up, 
we are responding to that call and nourishing 
one other. 
  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

A man’s car stalled on a country road.  When he got out to fix it, a cow 
came along and stopped beside him.  “Your trouble is probably in the 
carburettor,” said the cow. 
Startled, the man jumped back and ran down the road until he met a 
farmer.  He told the farmer his story. 
“Was it a large red cow with a brown spot over the right eye?” asked 
the farmer. 
“Yes, yes!” the man replied. 
“Oh, I wouldn’t listen to Bessie,” said the farmer.  “She doesn’t know 
anything about cars.” 

Events with Cardinal Nichols: Vespers of St 
Cuthbert Mayne, 6pm on Tuesday, 28th 
November in the Cathedral.  On 
Wednesday, 29th November the Cardinal 
will celebrate Mass with us at 12.30pm in 
Buckfast Abbey Church.  All welcome. 
 

RE:connect at Buckfast Abbey – an exciting 
interactive experience for young people. 
Specially designed to help young people think 
more deeply about themselves and the world 
around them. £5.00 per person (group leaders 
free) which includes RE:connect, RE:imagine 
(café style follow up session) and exhibitions. 
Saturday 13th January 2018 various time slots 
available. Please call 01364 645517 or email 
education@buckfast.org.uk to book.  

The last of Fr Christopher’s series of Quiet days 
in 2017 will take place on Saturday 2nd 
December in the Violet Evelyn Hall at the 
Southgate Retreat Centre. The subject of this 
Quiet Day is ‘How to be peacemakers, not only 
at Christmas’. 10.00am until 3.00pm. Mass; 
quiet prayer, group discussions and 
confession. £15 including a light lunch. 

As part of the Abbey Millenium celebrations, 
all parishioners are cordially invited to a 
Mass and reception on 25th August, 2018, 
the anniversary of the Consecration of the 
Abbey Church. The presiding celebrant at the 
Mass will be the Abbot President of the 
English Benedictine Congregation, the Right 
Reverend Christopher Jamison OSB.  
 
Space is limited, so to ensure you get a ticket if 
you want one, and to help us with our planning, 
please contact us as soon as you can. Please 
email lclark@buckfast.org.uk, or if cannot email 
please inform Fr. Francis.  Your ticket will be 
sent to you closer to the event. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
 2-8th August 2018,  
led by Bishop Mark 

Flying from Exeter. Price £779.  Youth £495.  
Booking forms will be available very soon and 
for a discount of £10, you can book online: 
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  
Please contact: Fr Kieran Kirby, Pilgrimage 
Director, 01803 294142 or Fr Anthony 
O’Gorman, Youth Chaplain, 01637 851176  

 

From our Headteacher, Miss Slack:  
This is a request to anyone who shops at the Co-op. St Mary's school 
has been selected as one of their good causes for the next 12 months, 
but to benefit we depend on shoppers to go to the website and select 
us as your good cause.  If you do, every time you shop in store  1% of 
what you spend on selected own-brand products and services will be 
given to the school.  The proceeds will help us to add to our outdoor 
playground equipment, hopefully buying something for our younger 
pupils in the school and even looking at equipment that could go 
outside of the hall. If you could therefore take the time to sign up and 
select St Mary's as your good cause that would be great - or if you 
don't shop at the Co-op but know someone who does, please do let 
them know too. The link is: https://www.coop.co.uk/membership/local-
community-fund 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call  

01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw 01364 645526  

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

 

 


