
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Feria 
Thursday St Ambrose 

Friday Immaculate Conception 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Frederick Walters; Dom Wilfrid Schneider; Robert Wilshaw; Harold Truscott; Bertha 
Prowse; Edgar Smith; Mary Everall; Henry Slesser; Peter Donovan; Br. Adalbert Walsh; 
Catherine Cross; Nancy Carlisle; Dorothy Walmsley; Patrick Boston; Kay Jones; Tullius 

Noblet; Venessa Anne Emmett; Eileen Ashton; Sheila Cocks; Katie Gayton; Edith 
Sibeth; Kathleen Cawley; Margaret Fennell; Edward Phillipps; Beryl Gompertz; Margaret 

Sawdye; Edith Major; Anne Leitch;  Johanna Beck; Mary Wood; 
May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

3rd December, 2017 First Sunday of Advent Eucharistic Prayer: II Readings p.82 

 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Phil Nunn 
Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 

Pauline Hornsey  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

RE:connect at Buckfast Abbey – an exciting interactive experience for 
young people. Specially designed to help young people think more deeply 
about themselves and the world around them. £5.00 per person (group 
leaders free) which includes RE:connect, RE:imagine (café style follow up 
session) and exhibitions. Saturday 13th January 2018 various time slots 
available. Please call 01364 645517 or email education@buckfast.org.uk 
to book.  

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call  
01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw 01364 645526  

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £62.76 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £239.69 £48.08 

Second £3.45  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £16.00 £52.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £29.60 £33.42 
South Brent 9 a.m. £23.60 £64.00 

Added value through gift aid   £52.09 
In addition, a further £20 was gift aided to the 
Parish Syria Appeal. 

CAFOD’s Campaign Success 
We rejoice with the Mauá community in São Paulo this week, as the 
eviction order set for 22 November 2017 has been suspended. Hundreds 
of families can now keep a roof over their heads this Christmas. Thank you 
so much for your solidarity and prayers.    
Your actions helped to bring about justice 
For months, almost a thousand vulnerable residents – including older 
people, pregnant women, and children – have lived in fear of being thrown 
out onto the streets. Thank you for adding your voice to stop this injustice. 
In England and Wales, an amazing 4,000 CAFOD supporters joined our 
Brazil solidarity action, by signing petitions in parishes, sending emails, 
sharing photos with #FicaMaua on social media. 
Your actions lent weight to an international campaign. Local families in 
Brazil camped outside the Courts of Justice in São Paulo and organised a 
petition signed by more than 3,000 people. 
Emily Mulville, CAFOD Programme Officer says, “We have been 
overjoyed to see such fantastic support for our petition to Brazilian 
authorities to stop the eviction. Your actions were handed in to authorities 
last week and to the Mauá families. Your prayers and messages of 
solidarity have given the families strength and hope at this difficult time.” 

 

 

Why not sign up to get 
these newsletters by 
email; it would save 
paper, ink, your effort, 
the planet… Just send 
an email to: 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  

Please come and join in one or more of the crib 
blessings this week if you can.  They are simple 
and brief, but very charming services, enhanced 
by the presence of the children and staff of St. 
Mary’s School who have prepared the cribs.  
 

 

Crib Blessing Services - All begin at 2 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 5th Dec. Buckfastleigh 
Wednesday 6th Dec. Ashburton 
Thursday 7th Dec. South Brent 

 

Advent Service of Light 
Ashburton 7:30 p.m.  
Tuesday 5th December  
 

South Brent 7:30 p.m.  
Thursday 7th December 
 

Please come and join in this prayerful 
expression of the season of advent: a time 
of watchfulness and hope, preparing 
ourselves to greet our newborn saviour. 
 

Members of other Christian churches have 
been invited, so please come and help to 
welcome them. 
 

 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The November draw took place last Thursday.  
And the lucky winners are:   
1st Prize (£25)  No. 12  Mrs. K. Goulden 
2nd Prize (£15)  No. 25 Mrs. D. Lee  
3rd Prize (£7)  No. 7  Mrs. J. Davis 

 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an 
application form please contact Fr. Francis 
01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

In an effort not to be too repetitive in what I write for the newsletter, 
this week I quickly had a glance at the newsletters in the last couple 
of years. 
Two years ago, you were all under pressure to learn the requisite 
skills in order to vote for our school choir in the Radio Devon Star for 
Christmas competition. We were never going to win as the schools 
we were up against were so much bigger but, to be fair, the 
competition organisers have changed the rules and this year there 
will be two winners – one for small schools and one for big schools. 
However, we have decided not to enter partly because our children 
will be singing live on Radio Devon in a broadcast from Buckfast 
Abbey on Thursday 14th December between 4 and 4.45 pm. 
Obviously, someone somewhere was thinking “hmmm, that St 
Mary’s School has an excellent choir, we need to get them on live 
…. Hey! That’s handy, they have an Abbey right next door where we 
could set up the broadcast …. Let’s get in touch.” and the rest, as 
they say, will be history. Well, I think that’s how it came about but I 
could be wrong! 
Elsewhere, Fr Francis has been seen leaving the building with a tray 
of sheep under one arm and a tray of angels under the other and 
three stars on sticks balanced in between. That must mean the Art 
Club have been busy making things for our Crib services which take 
place next week. As you probably know, each of our older classes 
visits one of the Parish churches to take part in a service to bless 
each of the cribs. These were refurbished a few years ago but 
welcome new angels and sheep each year. The crib blessings 
are one of our annual “signs” that Christmas is drawing near and it is 
an important opportunity for the children to meet with parishioners 
and start to understand that we are part of a much bigger 
community. Please do join them if you can (details on the front page), 
as it gives a great boost to the children to see adults supporting them. 
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections 
on Marriage based on the Scriptures:  
Thanking God for each other 
“Stay awake for you never know when 
the time will come…!” Today’s Gospel 
reminds us to remember that our lives 
together will not go on for ever.  It is 
therefore so important to thank God 
every day for the wonderful gift that we 
are to each other, indeed one of the 
greatest gifts that the Father has given 
us.  

As part of the Abbey Millenium celebrations, all 
parishioners are cordially invited to a Mass and 
reception on 25th August, 2018, the anniversary 
of the Consecration of the Abbey Church. The 
presiding celebrant at the Mass will be the Abbot 
President of the English Benedictine 
Congregation, the Right Reverend Christopher 
Jamison OSB.  
 

Space is limited, so to ensure you get a ticket if you 
want one, and to help us with our planning, please 
contact us as soon as you can. Please email 
lclark@buckfast.org.uk. Please note, the first 
letter of that email address is a lower case L, not 
an upper case i.  This may be why some people 
have found it difficult to make contact.  If you 
cannot email please inform Fr. Francis.  Your ticket 
will be sent to you closer to the event. 

 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
 2-8th August 2018,  
led by Bishop Mark 

Flying from Exeter. Price £779.  Youth 
£495.  Booking forms will be available 
very soon and for a discount of £10, 
you can book online: 
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  
Please contact: Fr Kieran Kirby, 
Pilgrimage Director, 01803 294142 or 
Fr Anthony O’Gorman, Youth 
Chaplain, 01637 851176  

 

A message from Bishop Mark: 
In 2010 the Coalition Government placed a faith-based admissions cap on new free schools.  In practice this means that 
only 50% of oversubscribed places can be allocated on the basis of faith.  This has precluded the opening of new Catholic 
schools as it would require them to turn away Catholic pupils in favour of others if they had more applicants than the number 
of places available.   The present Government has acknowledged that this policy discriminates against Catholics.  In 2016 
the Prime Minister reiterated her belief that the cap should be remove, and the 2017 Conservative Party manifesto promised 
to do so.  However, the Secretary of State for Education may be about to reverse this commitment.    
In an effort to show the Secretary of State that this is a deeply important issue to the Catholic community, I am asking you 
all to register your concern. Please visit http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/Featured/Safeguard-the-future-of-Catholic-
education2 to help us to maintain our right to open Catholic schools. 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

With thanks to Mike Ashton: 
God the Father was standing at the pearly gates as Joe arrived there.  “Hi,” said 
the Father, “come in! Are you peckish after your journey?”  “Well, yes I am, 
actually,” said Joe, hesitantly, “I wasn’t expecting to meet you here.”  “I know, 
said the Father, it’s just that Peter and my Son are having a day off; they’ve 
gone fishing.  Anyway, here’s some tinned tuna.”  “Thanks very much,” said Joe. 
As Joe was tucking in, he happened to glance down, and he was discomforted 
to see hell, a long way below him, and shocked to see them all tucking into a 
roast dinner. But he didn’t like to mention it to God. 
Next day, God said to Joe, “You must be hungry again by now, would you like 
some more tuna?”  “Thanks very much,” said Joe, “but…”  “Oh, I’m sorry,” said 
God, “don’t you like tinned tuna?” 
“Oh yes,” said Joe. “It’s just that, well, I happened to look down and see the 
people in hell…and they were having a roast dinner…” 
“Ah, I see,” said God. “Well, we could have that too, of course, but I didn’t think 
it was worth cooking for two…” 

The latest newsletter of the Catholic Children’s Society (Plymouth) is available 
in each church.  Please take a copy to see what the Society has achieved in the 
last year, together with information on how you can help.  The Chair of the 
Directors, Shelagh Fearnley, has sent a letter thanking us for the support we 
have given in the past year, including the Appeal in the Summer.  Any offerings 
made at the crib in the Abbey will be given to the Society. 

Make the Most of Life 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey 
from July 2nd to 5th for young people who are 
currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop Mark wants to 
hear your views in preparation for the international 
Synod.  If you are in a Diocesan school you should 
know about this event but if not, and you would like 
to be part of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings 
on fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further 
details.  We realise that this is during term time but 
many schools will consider this type of event 
excellent for CVs and personal statements.  


