
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Lucy 
Thursday St. John of the Cross 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Shea; Frederick Ratcliff; Thomas Morrin; Lena French; Mary Kennard;  
Florence Lewis; Henry Schiller; Abbot Placid Hooper; Dom Adam Hamilton;  

Emily Hare; Reginald Middleton; Arthur Salter; Dorothy Whileblood; Margaret Carroll; 
Henry Southworth; Robin Lindsay Smith; Julia Rundle; Florence Stancombe;  
Frederick Caddy; Francis Pilkington; Br. Matthias Westaway; William Bell;  

Bob Lewis; Dom Henry Hoskin; 
May they rest in peace 
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Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Phil Nunn 
Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 

Pauline Hornsey Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

RE:connect at Buckfast Abbey – an exciting interactive experience for 
young people. Specially designed to help young people think more deeply 
about themselves and the world around them. £5.00 per person (group 
leaders free) which includes RE:connect, RE:imagine (café style follow up 
session) and exhibitions. Saturday 13th January 2018 various time slots 
available. Please call 01364 645517 or email education@buckfast.org.uk 
to book.  

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call  
01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw 01364 645526  

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £77.50 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £159.39 £43.08 

Second £25.10  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £23.50 £42.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £15.65 £31.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £36.52 £32.50 

Added value through gift aid   £40.09 
 

 

Why not sign up to get 
these newsletters by 
email; it would save 
paper, ink, your effort, 
the planet… Just send 
an email to: 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  

At the Services of Light in Ashburton and South 
Brent last week, a good turnout of parishioners 
was able to welcome many visitors from the other 
Christian churches in the towns.  These simple 
Advent services of readings and hymns are very 
much appreciated as a way to come together as 
followers of Jesus and remind ourselves of the 
spiritual journey we are seeking to make as we 

get ourselves ready to receive the Lord once more into our heart and into 
our world. 
Quite rightly, when we come together to think and pray about our Saviour’s 
birth we think not only of ourselves but also of all those who are in need at 
this time.  As usual, the participants contributed generously to the 
collections.  In Ashburton £60.60 was given to the town’s foodbank and in 
South Brent £122.10 will be sent to Children’s Hospice South West.  Thank 
you to everyone who made these events happen. 

 

New Diocesan Trustees 
The Trustees of the Diocese are responsible to the Charity Commission 
for the running of the Diocese as a registered Charity.  Their invaluable 
work helps ensure that the mission of the church in the Diocese is carried 
out responsibly and smoothly.  The Diocese is looking to recruit one or two 
new trustees with particular expertise in accountancy, corporate financial 
management or in Human Resources management (HR).  If you would 
like to know more please contact: 
Mgr Robert Draper VG, Moderator of the Curia, St Boniface House, 
Ashburton TQ13 7JL robert.draper@prcdtr.org.uk 

 

Please pray for the 
repose of the soul of 

 
Siobhan Thomas 

 

 
 

of South Brent 
who died suddenly on 1st December 

Aged fifty-five 
 

May she rest in peace. 
 

Please remember also her five 
children in their bereavement 

 
Siobhan’s funeral will take place on 
Wednesday 20th December at 12.05 
p.m. in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel 
at the Abbey. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Firstly, thank you to everyone who was able to join our children at 
one of the Crib Blessing Services this week. Your support and 
companionship is very much appreciated by the staff and children 
and helps them all feel very welcome in what, for most of them, is an 
unfamiliar environment. All the classes have been involved, although 
our youngest children will join with our toddler group on Monday to 
look at the nativity in school and listen to the Christmas story. We 
cannot let them out into the community just yet - they are too cute! 
You will be able to see this for yourselves if you can join us for our 
Christmas concert which is being held in the Abbey on Wednesday 
starting at 3.45pm. I also ought to mention that some of the smaller 
children do nod off when the music starts but I don't think they have 
speaking parts so it shouldn't be a problem! 
As always the last week of the Christmas term is one of the busiest 
of the year but this year there is the added pressure of a live 
broadcast for the choir and also we are very proud that four of our 
children have been asked to do readings at the Christmas service 
which will be broadcast on Radio Devon on Christmas Day. They 
have been asked to write about their hopes for the next millennium 
as the Abbey starts its celebration of a thousand years since the first 
monastic presence at Buckfast. Having read their first drafts, I found 
their thoughts sobering and reminded me that we are on earth for 
such a short time ourselves but we really must learn to take the long 
view for humanity. They also made me think about what we can do 
every day to share our many blessings in our local community with 
others less fortunate both here in our country but also around the 
world. You will need to listen on Christmas Day to find out if you 
agree with me! 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Scriptures:  
Let us be a sign for all 
A voice cries “Prepare in the wilderness 
a way for the Lord”.  Sometimes life can 
seem to be a wilderness as we look 
ahead. If we try to live today to the best 
of our abilities,  
removing those attitudes and behaviours 
that prevent us from being better 
husbands and wives,  then we can 
become a clearer ‘signpost’ for everyone.  

As part of the Abbey Millenium celebrations, all parishioners are cordially 
invited to a Mass and reception on 25th August, 2018, the anniversary of 
the Consecration of the Abbey Church. The presiding celebrant at the Mass 
will be the Abbot President of the English Benedictine Congregation, the 
Right Reverend Christopher Jamison OSB.  
 

Space is limited, so to ensure you get a ticket if you want one, and 
to help us with our planning, please contact us as soon as you can. 
Please email lclark@buckfast.org.uk. Please note, the first letter 
of that email address is a lower case L, not an upper case i.  If 
you cannot email please inform Fr. Francis.  Your ticket will be sent 
to you closer to the event. 

 
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 2-8th August 2018,  

led by Bishop Mark 
Flying from Exeter. Price £779.  Youth £495.  Booking forms will be 
available very soon and for a discount of £10, you can book online: 
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  
Please contact: Fr Kieran Kirby, Pilgrimage Director, 01803 294142 
or Fr Anthony O’Gorman, Youth Chaplain, 01637 851176  

 
“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 
 

A farmer passed away and left 17 mules to his three sons.  The instructions 
he left in the will said that the oldest boy was to get one-half, the second eldest 
one-third, and the youngest one-ninth.  The three sons, recognizing the 
difficulty of dividing 17 mules into these fractions, began to argue. 
 
Their uncle heard about the argument and rode over on his mule to settle the 
matter.  He added his mule to the 17, making 18.  The eldest therefore got 
one-half or 9; the second got one-third or 6 and the youngest got one-ninth or 
2.  Adding up, 9, 6 and 2 equals 17.  The uncle, having settled the argument, 
took back his mule and rode home. 

Make the Most of Life 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey 
from July 2nd to 5th for young people who are 
currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop Mark wants to 
hear your views in preparation for the international 
Synod.  If you are in a Diocesan school you should 
know about this event but if not, and you would like 
to be part of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings 
on fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further 
details.  We realise that this is during term time but 
many schools will consider this type of event 
excellent for CVs and personal statements.  

 

It was lovely to see so many parishioners and 
parents supporting the children of our school this 
week as they travelled to the churches of the parish 
for the blessing of the cribs.  Each of the three 
classes goes to one of the churches, where they tell 
us about the ways in which the figures in the crib 
illustrate the true meaning of Christmas.  As we’ve 
come to expect, they also sing beautifully of the birth 
of Jesus and what it means in the life of each one of 
us.   

 
It’s a delight to hear those young voices in our 
churches, giving praise to God and encouraging us 
all to have faith and hope in Jesus. It’s a joy to see 
their smiling faces as they each receive a little pious 
token to keep this happy day in their memories long 
into the future.  Thank you to all those parishioners 
who built the cribs, prepared the churches and 
provided refreshments to both children and adults.  
A special thanks, too, to Miss Slack and all the 
school staff who worked with the children to prepare 
the service and deliver it so beautifully. 

  

Children First, the newsletter of the Catholic Children’s Society, is 
now available at the back of church or can be found on the Society’s 
website www.cccsplymouth.org.uk. To receive the newsletter direct 
to your door or mailbox please contact our office on 01364 645420 
or email ccs@prcdtr.org.uk 
 


