
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Feria 
Tuesday  St. Francis de Sales 

Wednesday Conversion of St. Paul 
Thursday Founders of the Cistercians 

Friday Ss. Timothy & Titus 
Saturday St. Thomas Aquinas 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Emma Cummins; Kathleen Pilkington; Alice Alison; William Cardinal Godfrey; Charles 
Carroll; Mary Upham; Rev. Roland Walker; Bernard Miliffe; Laura Winstanley; William 

Denman; Stanley Palmer; Kathleen Brocklebank; Dom Augustine Taylor; Mary Ash; 
Phyllis McCabe; Helen Hamilton; Duncan Matheson; Mary Alder; Czeslaw Bebenik; 
Winifred Weaver; Mary Lee; Mary Roberts; Rose Piers; Enid Green; Josef Lawenaki-

Maddicott; Marjorie Lewis; Joan Edwards; Richard Townsend; Helen Dent; Phoebe Stanton; 
Joseph Dodard; Winifred Phillipps; Jack McAvoy   

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

22nd January, 2017 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p.127 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Parish website: www.buckfastparish.org.uk  

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Alan Hitchcock Val Stanley Pat Hedges 

Maddie Page-Dove Phil Nunn Ivy Pepper 
David Carroll Jean Elton Victor Baker 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

 

Phone line for prayer: 
to request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 
72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £97.50 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £190.80 £48.08 

Second £8.80  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £36.00 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £52.11 £18.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £50.82 £37.00 

   £37.96 
 

You may be aware that Abbot David’s term of office came to an end 
on 17th January and the Abbot President came here to assist the 
Community with the election of an Abbot.  As it turned out, the 
Community did not feel able to decide who should be Abbot at this 
time.  Our Constitutions provide for this situation: the Abbot 
President has left Buckfast and in due course will appoint a monk 
with the title of Administrator.  This person will have all the rights 
and duties of the Abbot of Buckfast.  Until the Abbot President 
makes this appointment, he has asked Fr. Francis to be Monastic 
Superior of Buckfast for a short time, exercising the rights and duties 
of the Abbot. 

January 22nd is designated Homelessness Sunday 
Here are some thoughts offered for our reflection by Housing Justice, 
a charity whose President is Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
Homelessness Sunday is about taking time to listen to what God has 
to say about homelessness; to connect with homeless people; to 
challenge accepted solutions; and to commit through practical action 
Homelessness in England: 
114,790 families and individuals applied as homeless in 2015/16.  
There were 74,630 households in temporary accommodation as of 30 
September 2016.  These include 117,500 children. 
Housing Need in England: 
1,240,855 on Council waiting lists – a reduction from over 1.3million. 
BUT…159 English councils have struck 237,793 people off their 
waiting lists and barred 42,994 new applicants since the 2011 
Localism Act came into effect. 
384,854 new lettings made in 2014/15 

Rough Sleeping in England: 
3,569 individuals were included in the November 
2015 Rough Sleeper Count: more than double the 
number in 2010 
8,096 people were found sleeping on London’s streets 
in 2015/16; double the number in 2010 
    Continued: 

Who Becomes Homeless? 
ANYONE!  But…it’s more likely if: 

• You’ve experienced relationship 
breakdown 

• You are a private renter 
• You’re young and inexperienced 
• You have a drink or drug problem 
• You have mental health problems 

or a learning disability 
• You’ve lived in an institution 
• You’ve experienced abuse 
• You’re unemployed 
• …and if you’re poor 

What’s Homelessness Like? 
• Boredom 
• Poor health  

– mental and physical 
• Pressure and stress 
• Labelled and marginalised 
• Dispirited and hopeless 

So… 
Please pray …for homeless people and those 
who work with them 
Please welcome …new people into your church 
and your community 
Please volunteer…with projects that help  
Please challenge …political representatives to 
make a difference 
 
Please give generously …to Housing Justice 
and local homelessness organisations 
http://www.housingjustice.org.uk 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Now that the term is well underway, the school has settled into 
its weekly routine. Part of this is the "extra curricular" activities 
which are absolutely obligatory in schools these days. At St 
Mary's a lot of these are provided through after school and 
lunchtime clubs, but we are also currently trialling a breakfast 
club as well. 
Following on from the fencing and zorbing (rolling around in a 
big plastic ball) clubs, this term the children can improve on 
their gymnastics or their accuracy with a bow and arrow or 
crossbow (the latter obviously at a different time from 
practising their forward rolls). They can also attend art and 
craft club where, this week, mindful of the cold weather and 
the need to look after our wildlife, they made some ingenious 
bird feeders using that staple of today's craft activities, a plastic 
milk bottle. Our budding actresses and actors also have the 
chance to tread the boards at our drama club, our footballers 
the chance for a kick about at the football club and, finally, 
those in good voice can continue to belt out some tunes at the 
choir club. So something for everyone! 
The breakfast club (which is a bit of a misnomer as it does not 
currently offer breakfast whilst we are trying it out!) is being run 
due to popular demand from parents. It starts at eight o'clock 
and the children are able to play various games together 
before school starts. As one of the children said in 
recommendation "It is good to do some activities in the 
morning as it wakes you up so that you aren't asleep during 
your lessons". I think I know what he meant but it does present 
the vision of a couple of bright-eyed and bushy tailed 
individuals sitting in class later in the day surrounded by 
snoring classmates! Hopefully the club will receive enough 
support for it to continue as for some of our working parents it 
is proving very useful as convenient and popular (with the 
children) childcare. I'll keep you posted!  
 

Marriage Matters  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
God has a stake in our marriage 
Today, we see two aspects of God’s plan for our marriage: ‘… 
(I will make) their joy increase’ (Isaiah) and ‘I will make you 
fishers of men’ (Matthew).  God wants us to make our love for 
each other as close to Jesus’ love for us as possible, that all 
whose lives we touch might experience how much God loves 
them. 

On Saturday (21st January) there was a protest against 
the possible closure of Ashburton and Buckfastleigh 
Community Hospital.  We were told to assemble at Cleder 
Place in the centre of Ashburton from where we would 
walk en masse to the hospital.  There was some confusion 
over the start time, so when Fr. Francis arrived (in the very 
bracing weather!) there were more policemen (they were 
all men) than ‘demonstrators.’  Fighting the urge to 
pretend he was actually shopping, he hung around.  It 
turned out that the march was due to begin at 1030, not 
1000, and as the minutes ticked by more and more people 
assembled, many dressed in red as the organisers had 
asked – there was even a ‘Father’ Christmas!  

 
By the time for the off, there must have been something 
like 2,000 people, chafing at the bit.  It certainly felt that 
Fr. Francis wasn’t the only person for whom this was a 
first demonstration; there was a frisson of excitement as 
the camaraderie mixed with the newly experienced thrill 
of a protest!  Off we marched! No-one was left behind; 
children marched with their mums; a tractor and trailer, 
suitably bedecked with ‘save our hospital’ posters, 
provided transport for those who would find the walk a 
step too far; people in wheelchairs came too. 

 
Thank goodness for the young women who weren’t afraid 
to shout!  It really added to the sense of determination to 
have that sound-track to accompany us (and they 
somehow kept it up all the way to the hospital): “They say 
cut-backs, we say fight back!” 
 

 

 

Notice on the left the 
new interpretation of 
the acronym for the 
Clinical 
Commissioning 
Group, or CCG 
(Cunning, Coniving 
Gasbags!)  ☺ 

 

Save our 
Hospital! 

We ended 
up at our 
dear 
hospital, and 
a very 
poignant 
moment 
brought a 
lump to my 

throat as we waved through the windows to the patients 
waving at us from their hospital beds.  
The final decision is made on Thursday; let’s hope the people 
who braved the cold today will inspire those who take it to put 
the needs of poorly people before their love of money. 

 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” 
(Job 8:21) 

 

A woman went to her psychiatrist and said, “Doctor, I want to 
talk to you about my husband.  He thinks he’s a refrigerator.”   
 

“That’s not so bad,” said the doctor.  “It’s a rather harmless 
complex.” 
 

“Well, maybe,” replied the lady.  “But he sleeps with his mouth 
open and the light keeps me awake.” 
 


