
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday - 
Saturday 

Feria 

 
Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Dom Edmund Boussard; Charles Boyce; Edward Gerace; Tammy Pickford; Justin Pope; 
Pamela Mason; Dom Paulinus Angold;  Dorothy Burke; Gladys Robinson; Thomas 

James; Beatrice Mills; Esther Benest; Anne Saunders; Mgr. Charles Smith; Bessie Jefferey; 
Dom Anthony de Guingand; Dom Mark Strahl; Frederick Willington; Agnes Northcott; 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

17th December, 2017 Third Sunday of Advent Eucharistic Prayer: II Readings p.87 

 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Phil Nunn 
Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 

Pauline Hornsey Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be included 
here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage 
based on the Scriptures:  
We have been anointed by God 
A TV programme poses the question: ‘Who do you 
think you are?’ When John, baptising in the desert, 
was asked this question, to paraphrase he replied: 
“I am a voice, drawing attention to something 
greater than you can see or hear.” Our marriages 
are like this!  We are a ‘sign’ radiating God’s love 
for all His people. 
 

RE:connect at Buckfast Abbey – an exciting interactive experience 
for young people. Specially designed to help young people think 
more deeply about themselves and the world around them. £5.00 
per person (group leaders free) which includes RE:connect, 
RE:imagine (café style follow up session) and exhibitions. Saturday 
13th January 2018 various time slots available. Please call 01364 
645517 or email education@buckfast.org.uk to book.  

Phone line for 
prayer: to 

request prayers 
in confidence 

call  
01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw 01364 645526 parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £60.02 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £157.50 £343.08 

Second £22.65  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £8.32 £38.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £26.24 £30.42 
South Brent 9 a.m. £20.00 £54.00 

Added value through gift aid   £121.59 

The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey 
from July 2nd to 5th for young people who are 
currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop Mark wants to 
hear your views in preparation for the international 
Synod.  If you are in a Diocesan school you should 
know about this event but if not, and you would like 
to be part of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings 
on fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further 
details.   

 

Why not sign up to get 
these newsletters by 
email; it would save 
paper, ink, your effort, 
your eyes (as you can 
zoom in on your 
computer), the planet… 
Just send an email to: 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  

New Diocesan Trustees 
The Trustees of the Diocese are responsible to the Charity Commission for 
the running of the Diocese as a registered Charity.  Their invaluable work 
helps ensure that the mission of the church in the Diocese is carried out 
responsibly and smoothly.  The Diocese is looking to recruit one or two new 
trustees with particular expertise in accountancy, corporate financial 
management or in Human Resources management (HR).  If you would like 
to know more please contact: 
Mgr Robert Draper VG, Moderator of the Curia, St Boniface House, 
Ashburton TQ13 7JL robert.draper@prcdtr.org.uk 

 

This weekend we will have our usual collection for the decoration 
of the churches with flowers at Christmas. 

Times of Christmas Masses  
in this Parish 

24th December  
9:30 p.m. Ashburton 

11:30 p.m. Abbey (Mass 
begins at midnight) 

 
25th December    

9 a.m. Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel  

9 a.m. South Brent 
10:30 a.m. Buckfastleigh 
10:30 a.m. Abbey 

 

Other Masses over the Christmas Period: 
Morning Mass in the Abbey is at 9 a.m. 
rather than 8 a.m. Tuesday 26th to Friday 
29th December inclusive.  This will affect 
other Masses in the parish during 
Christmastide: 

Wednesday 27th  Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 
Thursday 28th    South Brent 9:15 a.m. CANCELLED 
Friday 29th  Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 

For details of other services available in the Abbey visit 
www.buckfast.org.uk or phone 01364 645532  

There will not be the usual Mass in Ashburton at 10 a.m. this coming 
Friday, 22nd December. 

 

A Catholic television channel in English 
For further information see:  

http://www.ewtn.co.uk/index.html 
 

Make the Most 
of Life 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Much singing has been going on in and around St Mary’s and, along 
with it, someone’s talents have been revealed from behind a 
bushel… please allow me to explain. Two members of staff are very 
important in helping our choir reach the high standards that they do 
- Mrs Kerswell and Mrs Manley have worked with the choir for many 
years and often they lend their voices to sing additional harmonies 
or to boost the depth of the choir when needed. What we didn’t 
realise is just how much Mrs Manley had been holding back!  
Mrs Manley is only little, what in the olden days would have been 
called “short” (she has confirmed that I may describe her as such), 
and obviously we have known this for many years, but what we didn’t 
know was she has a voice which can knock small children over with 
its power! This was discovered when some of our choir visited the 
Abbey this week to work with the choir from South Dartmoor 
Academy and Philip Arkwright, Master of the Music at the Abbey. 
When the time came for “Hark the Herald Angels sing”, there were 
seventeen of our children, sixty or so from South Dartmoor, various 
musical instruments plus Philip on the organ “kicking it out” (not sure 
if that is a musical term or not) and Mrs Manley joined in with the 
descant harmony. Well, because she did not have to worry about 
drowning the children out, she filled her lungs and "let rip" (again, not 
necessarily a musical term)! Her voice could be heard soaring 
beautifully above all the rest and has been the talk of the school ever 
since and, by the smile on her face afterwards, she thoroughly 
enjoyed herself. I suppose the equivalent is Usain Bolt teaching 
children to sprint and only being able to jog along himself. 
So, any choir masters out there – you need to snap her up! 
Then on Wednesday the children presented a wonderful Christmas 
concert in the Abbey.  Compliments all round! Someone commented 
to Fr. Francis after hearing them sing a pretty complicated carol in 
parts, ‘that was amazing! I’ve never heard a primary school attempt 
that carol before.”  And then we had all our hearts melted by the 
tiniest children who dressed up to give physical expression to all the 
words which were being spoken and sung.  Here’s a photo: 

 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Thanks to Douglas, who spotted this on the wall of 
St. Edmund, King & Martyr Church, Kingsbridge:  

 

Timothy O’Malley, director of the University of Notre 
Dame’s Center for Liturgy was recently interviewed 
by Crux.  Here is some of what he said: 
We’ve just started a new liturgical year and a lot 
of folks think of a New Year as a time to form 
better habits. What’s your best advice for being 
present in the mass?  
There are certainly some key habits that one can 
adopt for participating more fruitfully in the 
Eucharist. One should read and pray the Scriptures 
of the day before attending. One should know the 
structures of the various prayers of the Mass, which 
allows for fruitful use of the prayer. But, perhaps 
most importantly, if you want the habit of going to 
Mass, you just need to show up. Regular 
participation in the Eucharist changes us even if we 
don’t immediately experience it. So to be present at 
Mass, literally being present is the most important 
thing. And if for some reason, you’re distracted by 
work or family life such that you feel that you can’t 
pray, still show up. Liturgical prayer works on us in 
hidden ways, even when we can’t be as mentally 
present as we’d like. 
What are your favorite Advent prayers and 
hymns?  
For me, my favorite Advent prayers are the O 
Antiphons. These antiphons, which we know from 
the famous hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel,” 
are prayed in the Church from December 17th until 
the 23rd during evening prayer. They slowly prepare 
us to desire the coming not just of Christmas but the 
final coming of the Word made flesh who redeems 
humanity. 
These antiphons function as annual practices of 
desire for me. The triune God desires to enter into 
relationship with humanity. God has longed to be 
with us. And we must long to be with him. The O 
Antiphons teach us to desire the coming of a 
desiring God. 
For Christ’s Advent, his coming, is not just a matter 
of the past or future. It’s a present reality. Christ 
comes to us in the Eucharist. He comes to us hidden 
in the homeless, the hungry, the immigrant, the 
unborn child. He comes to us in those silent spaces 
where there is no power, there is no glory. He 
comes to us in our hearts as we delight in prayer. In 
all these spaces, the Word becomes flesh anew. 
But we must desire it. And if Advent is about 
anything, it’s an annual season that forms us in the 
art of desiring God. 
Full article: https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa  

 

Many thanks to Joy for this report on the handbell ringers’ visit to 
Redmount care home: 
The home gave us a very warm welcome and the ladies and visitors 
present enjoyed singing along to the various carols and even Rudolph 
the red nosed Reindeer and Jingle Bells.  One lady was celebrating 
her birthday so we were treated to tea and a lovely piece of birthday 
cake and a rousing rendition of Happy Birthday, and were also able 
to have a nice chat with the residents.  One elderly gentleman took a 
great shine to Adrian and during Once in Royal David's City presented 
him with a blue serviette containing his false teeth which he insisted 
be placed next to the music on the table.  Unfortunately he then got a 
little distressed so we stopped playing whilst the wonderful carers took 
him to another room for a cup of tea. Two lustily sung verses of Hark 
the Herald later all this was forgotten - although the memory of false 
teeth, looking like two pieces of salmon on the table still lingered with 
us.  The home seemed very grateful that we had taken the time to 
visit, as were we.  I am very appreciative of the time that the 
bellringers give both in practice and on such an afternoon, especially 
Marek who also came to the School, taking time away from work. 
 


