
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Nativity of the Lord 

 
Tuesday St. Stephen 

 
Wednesday St. John the Evangelist 

 
Thursday Holy Innocents 

 
Friday St. Thomas Becket 

 
Saturday Octave of Christmas 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mary Berington; Agnes Doyne; Mary Walker; John Stuart; Abbot Anscar Vonier; John 
Scarrett; Cecilia Pope; Edward Conlon; St. George Delisle Gray; Dom Henry Lindeman; 

Paul Witt; Mary Keating; Amelia Munday; Catherine Shillabeer; Fred Morris; Ethel Cross; 
Clara Sampson; Josephine Bellairs Walker; William Langram; Kathleen Vinden; Mary 
Harvey; Agnes Walder; John Kenny; Mary Pinney; Agnes Jones; Br Columban Wanner; 

 Horace Stephens; Dom Martin Griffin; Rowena Caunter; Fr. Joseph Williams; 
 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

24th December, 2017 Fourth Sunday of Advent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer Ii 

Readings p.90 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Mike Ashton Pat Burke 
Monica Douglas Val Stanley Pat Hedges 
Pauline Hornsey Phil Nunn Fred Cooke 

Frank Power Jean Elton  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Sunday 

 
Christmas Midnight: 

 
Christmas Day: 

 

Last weekend’s collections 1st 2nd 
  Gift Aided Flowers 

Abbey 9 a.m. £53.10 £10.00 £19.70 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £205.52 £38.08 £29.95 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £65.71 £37.85 £8.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £48.00 £41.52 £26.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £36.00 £49.50 £27.50 

   £44.24   
 

Times of Masses over the Christmas Period:  Morning Mass in the Abbey is 
at 9 a.m. rather than 8 a.m. on the following days: 

 Tuesday 26th to Friday 29th December 
This will affect other Masses in the parish during Christmastide: 

Wednesday 27th   Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 
Thursday 28th   South Brent 9:15 a.m. CANCELLED 
Friday 29th  Ashburton 10 a.m. STARTS 10:15 a.m. 

For details of other services available in the Abbey visit www.buckfast.org.uk 
or phone 01364 645532  

New Diocesan Trustees 
The Trustees of the Diocese are responsible to the Charity Commission for 
the running of the Diocese as a registered Charity.  Their invaluable work helps 
ensure that the mission of the church in the Diocese is carried out responsibly 
and smoothly.  The Diocese is looking to recruit one or two new trustees with 
particular expertise in accountancy, corporate financial management or in 
Human Resources management (HR).  If you would like to know more please 
contact: Mgr Robert Draper VG, Moderator of the Curia, St Boniface House, 
Ashburton TQ13 7JL robert.draper@prcdtr.org.uk 

 

Abbot David, Fr. Francis and all the monastic community are most 
grateful for the many Christmas greetings they have received.  They wish you 
all the joy of knowing that, in Jesus, born of Mary, God is with us. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  

Three men died on Christmas Eve and were met by Saint Peter at the pearly gates. 
"In honor of this holy season," Saint Peter said, "You must each possess something 
that symbolizes  Christmas to get into heaven." The first man fumbled through his 
pockets and pulled out a lighter. He flicked it on. "It represents a candle," he said. 
"You may pass through the pearly gates," Saint Peter said. The second man reached 
into his pocket and pulled out a set of keys. He shook them and said, "They're bells." 
Saint Peter said, "You may pass through the pearly gates." The third man started 
searching desperately through his pockets and finally pulled out a pair of women's 
glasses. St. Peter looked at the man with a raised eyebrow and asked, "And just 
what do those symbolize?" The man replied, "They're Carol's." 
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call  

01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw; 
01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

RE:connect at Buckfast Abbey – an exciting 
interactive experience for young people. 
Specially designed to help young people think 
more deeply about themselves and the world 
around them. £5.00 per person (group leaders 
free) which includes RE:connect, RE:imagine 
(café style follow up session) and exhibitions. 
Saturday 13th January 2018 various time slots 
available. Please call 01364 645517 or email 
education@buckfast.org.uk to book.  

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Scriptures:  
Fourth Sunday of Advent: 
Listening is a way of loving 
David, Paul and Mary listened to God, 
changed their plans and way of life.  Before 
marrying we listened intently and 
consequently felt loved and cherished. Today, 
with the pressures of everyday living, our 
listening can be impaired. We need constantly 
to overcome the temptation to just ‘hear’ 
what’s said, and work on listening with our 
hearts, eyes and full attention. 
Christmas 
Presents or Presence 
The first Christmas Story is simple: it reveals 
the real presence of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
to each other. Maybe the lesson for us is to 
focus more on being ‘present’ to one another 
rather than on giving ‘presents’, so that Jesus 
can be born again in our marriage and in all 
those we love and care for.  
 

Parishioners in South Brent will be interested 
to hear that Ven. Peter Taylor, who is looking 
after St. Petroc’s Church in that town, 
together the with congregation, invite us to a 
service in St. Petroc’s at 9.45 a.m. on Sunday 
21st January in celebration of and prayer for 
Christian Unity (the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity ends with the celebration of 
the Conversion of St. Paul on 25th January).  
If you intend to go, you may like to let St. 
Petroc’s know, to assist them with planning. 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The December draw took place last Thursday.  
And the lucky winners are:   
1st Prize (£25)  No. 74  Mr. M. Adderley 
2nd Prize (£15)  No. 65 Mrs. M. McAvoy  
3rd Prize (£8)  No. 70  Mrs. L. Woolacott 

 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an 
application form please contact Fr. Francis 
01364 645526 or parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

 

Thanks to your support, hundreds of families will have a roof over their 
heads this Christmas. Neti de Araújo, a leader in the Mauá community 
said: 
“I want to thank each and every one of you for your support. I am very 
happy knowing there are people like you, our friends and companions.  
“After so much struggle and sacrifice, ten years of ups and downs, it is 
finally feasible; we have persuaded the owners of the need for families to 
live here. The struggle will continue! Thank you!” 
Watch a video message from Neti 
CAFOD will continue to stand in solidarity with the families as legal 
proceedings advance to secure the conversion of the building for social 
housing and to guarantee that all the families can stay there. 
This victory will also give hope to many other vulnerable and homeless 
families living in favelas, informal settlements and other poor areas across 
the city who are fighting for their right to decent housing.  
 

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

On Christmas Day, the service which was recorded just before the end of 
term in the Abbey will be broadcast on Radio Devon. You may recall that 
four of our children had been asked to think about their hopes for  the next 
millenium which they then read out at the service. Miss Slack, our 
headteacher, also attended as part of the congregation and was 
immensely proud when the children read calmly, clearly and, as so often 
doesn't happen when you are nervous ( whatever your age), slowly. What 
they say is very thought provoking and I urge you to listen to the service 
just to hear their readings but you will also be able to hear two beautiful 
choirs from the schools who won the Radio Devon choir competition this 
year. 
Being involved in the service was just one benefit of being part of the 
Abbey community and another, amongst so many, is our annual 
opportunity at the end of the Christmas term to sit down together to eat 
Christmas lunch. This year, however, we had to have two sittings as our 
school, when you include the families who like to join us, has outgrown 
the one hundred and forty or so capacity of the Conference Centre 
refectory. Once again John Hughes and his staff pulled out every stop 
available and in the space of two hours served over two hundred and 
twenty Christmas lunches of various sizes and dietary requirements - 
now, that really must be some kind of record! It is probably a very rare 
occurrence across the country that a whole school community can come 
together like this and we are very grateful for John's "can do" attitude - 
although I do wonder if he may have had a slight "oo-er" moment the night 
before. I would like to think that he could have had a rest after that but 
somehow he had another major event booked for the following day! 
Here's hoping that all who need it will have a restful and happy Christmas 
whilst those for whom it is the busiest time of the year will be given the 
energy to meet the day head on. But then, it is the most joyful time of the 
year, how better to recharge your batteries than by celebrating the birth 
of the Lord Jesus! Rejoice! 

 


