
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Mary, Mother of God 
Tuesday Ss. Basil & Gregory 

Wed – Sat Feria 
 Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 

 

Frank Gibbon; Helen Kenny; Margaret Barrack; Canon Kenneth Meiklem; Dom Odo Leib; 
Mary Sumner; Alban Atkins; Frederick Witt; Br. Alphonsus Laurent; Kathleen Crowley; 
Katherine Pruett; Edmund Sanderson; Eveline Chichester; Winifred Halse; Angela Burke; 

William Leech; Doreen Trude; 
 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

31st December, 2017 Holy Family Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.105 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

Phone line for prayer: to request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

 

Christmas Offerings  Gift Aided 

Ashburton 9:30 p.m. £50.75 £70.00 
Abbey Midnight £501.49 £0.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £78.02 £65.00 
Buckfastleigh 9:30 a.m. £24.00 £10.00 
Abbey 9 a.m. £181.13 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £530.93 £70.00 

Total extra through gift aid   £53.75 
Thank you once again for these generous 
Christmas offerings. 
 

Many hours of work behind the scenes went 
 into preparing all the churches in the parish 
 for the Christmas season:  

             crib-builders, sacristans, florists and musicians all did 
 a lot of work before and during the Masses and other services 
 to enhance our liturgy and draw us into worship of the Baby 
Jesus.  We are enormously grateful to all who contributed, with 
their skills, or simply with their presence, to helping us all to 

      celebrate Christmas.  In token of our gratitude and to celebrate 
what was achieved, some photographs appear around the newsletter. 
(This week they are of flowers in Buckfastleigh and in Ashburton.  Next 
week flowers in the Abbey and South Brent will be displayed) 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Phil Nunn 
Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 

Pauline Hornsey Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

4th Sunday of Advent 
collections 

 Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £83.02 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £223.75 £28.08 

Second £37.70  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £11.30 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £34.00 £26.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £52.10 £54.00 

Added value through gift aid   £36.71 
 

 

 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey from July 2nd to 
5th for young people who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop Mark 
wants to hear your views in preparation for the international Synod.  If 
you are in a Diocesan school you should know about this event but if 
not, and you would like to be part of it then please contact Fiona 
Hutchings on fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further details.   

 
New Diocesan Trustees 
The Trustees of the Diocese are responsible to the Charity 
Commission for the running of the Diocese as a registered 
Charity.  Their invaluable work helps ensure that the mission of the 
church in the Diocese is carried out responsibly and smoothly.  The 
Diocese is looking to recruit one or two new trustees with particular 
expertise in accountancy, corporate financial management or in 
Human Resources management (HR).  If you would like to know more 
please contact: 
Mgr Robert Draper VG, Moderator of the Curia, St Boniface House, 
Ashburton TQ13 7JL robert.draper@prcdtr.org.uk 

 

RE:connect at Buckfast Abbey – an 
exciting interactive experience for young 
people. Specially designed to help young 
people think more deeply about 
themselves and the world around them. 
£5.00 per person (group leaders free) 
which includes RE:connect, RE:imagine 
(café style follow up session) and 
exhibitions. Saturday 13th January 2018 
various time slots available. Please call 
01364 645517 or email 
education@buckfast.org.uk to book.  

Unfortunately, the Mass in South Brent at 0915 
on Thursday 4th January has to be cancelled. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” 
(Job 8:21)  

A young man had a job with a company that required him to work 
very late at night.  In going home after work, he found that it was 
fastest to walk through a churchyard near his home.  One night 
when he was very tired, he accidentally fell into a freshly dug 
grave. At first he was not too concerned, but when he realized 
that he could not get out because the hole was too deep, he 
became somewhat hysterical.  Finally, in complete exhaustion, 
he sat down in the corner of the grave and fell asleep. 
Shortly thereafter, another man decided to walk through the 
cemetery and happened to fall into the same grave.  He too 
when through great effort to get out but could not.  He then 
moved around the grave until he stepped on the first man who 
was a sleep.  The first man woke up and, seeing what had 
happened, advised his new companion, ‘You can’t get out of 
here.’ 
But he did. 
 

 

 

Why not sign up to get these newsletters by email; it would 
save paper, ink, your effort, your eyes (as you can zoom in 
on your computer), the planet… Just send an email to: 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based on 
the Scriptures:  Give way and love gently  
When Mary and Joseph had done everything that the Law 
required, they went back home. Little is said about them as a 
couple. Did Mary ‘give way to her husband, as you should in 
the Lord’? Did Joseph ‘love his wife and treat her with 
gentleness’? Did they choose daily to love each other over 
and above everything else? Do we? 

The joy that we are called to celebrate, share, and proclaim at Christmas is “the joy with which God, in his infinite 
mercy, has embraced us pagans, sinners and foreigners, and demands that we do the same,” the Pope said the evening 
of Dec. 24 during his homily at St. Peter’s Basilica. The faith Christians proclaim at Christmas, as they adore the infant 
who came to offer salvation to sinners, is one that enables us to see God “in all those situations where we think he is 
absent,” he said. Christmas, then, “is a time for turning the power of fear into the power of charity, into power for a 
new imagination of charity,” he said. And the type of charity we are invited to live during Christmas is one “that does 
not grow accustomed to injustice, as if it were something natural, but that has the courage, amid tensions and 
conflicts, to make itself a 'house of bread,' a land of hospitality.” 
 “In this Child, God invites us to be messengers of hope,” he said. “He invites us to become sentinels for all those 
bowed down by the despair born of encountering so many closed doors. In this child, God makes us agents of his 
hospitality.” He noted how difficult it was for Mary and Joseph to be forced from their homeland and make a long, 
uncomfortable journey while expecting a child. The situation was exacerbated when they finally arrived to Bethlehem 
only to discover there was no room for them in the city. And yet it was here, “amid the gloom of a city that had no 
room or place for the stranger from afar, amid the darkness of a bustling city which in this case seemed to want to 
build itself up by turning its back on others” that the “revolutionary spark” of God’s love was lit, he said. 

There are many who must survive “the Herods of today, who, to impose their power 
and increase their wealth, see no problem in shedding innocent blood” he noted. 
However, in the “poverty and humility” of his birth, Christ both proclaims and shows 
that “true power and authentic freedom are shown in honoring and assisting the 
weak and the frail.” Among the weakest and most frail members society at the time 
were the shepherds, he said, noting that because of their work, they were often 
forced to live on the margins. Because their state in life prevented them from 
participating in the traditional religious purification rituals, the shepherds were 
considered “unclean.” 
Everything about them generated mistrust. They were men and women to be kept at 
a distance, to be feared,” Pope Francis said, noting how they were widely considered 
“pagans among the believers, sinners among the just, foreigners among the citizens.”  
However, these are the ones to whom the angel first appears with the announcement 
that the savior had been born, he said, adding that “this is the joy that we tonight are 
called to share, to celebrate and to proclaim” at Christmas. 

 


