
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  Baptism of the Lord 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. Gregory of Nyssa 
Thursday St. Aelred 

Friday St. Benet Biscop 
Saturday St. Hilary 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Pansy Smith; Robert Everall; Margaret Everitt; Hester Flinton; Charles Burke;  
Dom Patrick Burke; Rev. Michael O’Brien; Henry Major; Joyce Mousley, Walter Gable; 

Sarah Shaw; Eric Siepmann; Stan Cocks; Laura Strickland; Baroness von Hugel;  
Lucy Floyd; Ernest Tristram; Henry Coventry; Ena Hurtley; Cornelius McManus;  

Henry Collcutt; John Woodward; Julia Mayze; Katie Bragg; Bessie Boyce;  
Elizabeth Chudleigh; Alice Medd; 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

7th January, 2018 Epiphany of the Lord Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p.118 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Jean Elton 

Monica Douglas Phil Nunn 
Pat Hedges Fred Cooke 

Pauline Hornsey Frank Power 
Pat Burke  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £70.80 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £189.70 £63.08 

Second £71.53  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £6.50 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £15.29 £36.72 
South Brent 9 a.m. £26.00 £52.00 

Added value through gift aid   £48.66 
The people of St. Dunstan’s, South Brent were 
pleased to support the Diocesan Catholic 
Children’s Society at the request of Mary 
Shepherd, a member of the congregation who 
generously gives her time to be a trustee of the 
Society.  The collection yielded a very creditable 
£73.01 of which £25 was gift aided, bringing in an 
extra £6.25. 

Abbot David writes: 
We are entering an exciting time for the Buckfast Community as we 
celebrate one thousand years since the granting of the Abbey’s 
foundation charter. Let us thank God for His goodness and as we 
embark upon a series of Millennium events we are mindful of the need 
to express that thanks in a tangible way. Through Jesus Christ we 
know that what we do for those in need we do for God and so we 
have set up a Millennium fund for those in need today in our Devon 
Hospices.   
We hope that you will enjoy our Millennium celebrations and a leaflet 
outlining all the events will shortly be available at the back of the 
church. The Abbey website will also have further information. Due to 
the anticipated high demand we have found it necessary to ticket the 
four major services to avoid disappointment. Further details of how to 
apply for these tickets will follow nearer the time.  
God bless and thank you for your forbearance.  

 

Saturday 13th January 2018 RE:connect at 
Buckfast Abbey – A chance for youth groups, 
parish groups or individuals to visit the 
Buckfast Abbey Education Department’s 
groundbreaking project RE:connect. This is 
an exciting interactive experience to help 
young people (and the not so young!) to think 
more deeply about the world around them. 
Enter the RE:connect network to explore the 
interconnectivity of the world through hands-
on and thought-provoking activities, exercises 
and reflections.  Situated in the Higher Mill 
building at Buckfast Abbey (just by the car 
park, former site of the Monastic Produce 
Shop).  Sessions start on the hour from 10 
a.m. Last entry 3 p.m. £3.00 per person. 
Please call 01364 645517 or email 
education@buckfast.org.uk to book.  

Why not sign up to get these newsletters by email; it would save 
paper, ink, your effort, your eyes (as you can zoom in on your 
computer), the planet… Just send an email to: 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  

As some readers know, Fr. Francis has been 
asked to take on a role in the English 
Benedictine Congregation, which is an 
association of thirteen monasteries of which 
Buckfast Abbey is one.  This will involve him 
spending part of each week for the next 
eighteen months at Douai Abbey near 
Reading in Berkshire.  There he will be 
assisting the Abbot President in the work of 
supporting the monasteries and encouraging 
contact between them to share ideas and best 
practise. 
Fr. Francis will continue to be Parish Priest of 
the Buckfast Abbey Parish and will be 
celebrating the Saturday/Sunday Masses in 
Buckfastleigh, South Brent and Ashburton as 
usual.  Sadly, the weekday Masses in those 
churches must be suspended until further 
notice. 
Through the wonders of modern science, Fr. 
Francis will continue to be available to the 
parish at all times via the usual phone 
number, 01364 645526, and email address, 
parish@buckfast.org.uk.  He anticipates that 
he will be at Buckfast on some weekdays and 
will be able to return here if particular needs 
arise. 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call 01364 72768 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth  
with laughter and  
your lips with  
rejoicing” (Job 8:21)  

 
A mother was having a hard time getting her son 
to go to school in the morning. 
“Nobody in school likes me,” he complained.  
“The teachers don’t like me, the children don’t 
like me, the governors don’t like me, the bus 
drivers hate me.” 
“But you have to go to school, dear,” pleaded his 
mother.  “You are healthy, you have a lot to 
learn, you have something to offer others. 
“And besides, you’re 45 years old and you’re the 
Headteacher!” 
 

In Ashburton on Sunday 14th January the usual fellowship 
lunch to celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
will take place. Tickets 50p each with additional donations 
gratefully received.  More details and tickets from Patrick 
Nuttgens. 

 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast 
Abbey from July 2nd to 5th for young people 
who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop 
Mark wants to hear your views in preparation 
for the international Synod.  If you are in a 
Diocesan school you should know about this 
event but if not, and you would like to be part 
of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings on 
fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further 
details.   

Marriage Matters: Short 
reflections on Marriage based 
on the Scriptures:  
 The gift of unity 
At this joyful time of the year, let 
us look with delight at one 
another, remembering that we 
have each been entrusted, by 
God, with the grace he meant for 
each other when we got married.  
God’s gift has made us one body 
and the gift of our children is this 
grace made flesh bringing joy 
into our hearts.  

“Christmas is usually a noisy party.  We could use a bit of silence to hear the voice of Love.” 
Christmas is you when you decided every day to be born again and let God into your soul. The Christmas tree is you 
when you resist strong winds and the difficulties of life. Christmas ornaments are you when your virtues are colours that 
adorn your life. Christmas bells are you when you call out to others, encourage coming together and uniting. You are also 
the Christmas light when with your life you light the way of others with kindness, patience, joy and generosity. 
You are a Christmas angel when you sing to the world a message of peace, justice and love. The Christmas star is you 
when you guide someone to encounter the Lord. You are also the Magi when you give the best you have no matter to 
whom. Christmas music is you when you harmonize conflicts within you. The Christmas gift is you when you are a true 
friend and brother or sister to all human beings. The Christmas card is you when kindness is written in your hands. The 
Christmas greeting is you when you forgive and re-establish peace, even when you suffer. Christmas dinner is you when 
you satisfy with bread and hope the poor beside you. 
You are Christmas Eve when, humbly and purposely, you quietly receive in the night’s silence the Saviour of the world, 
without self-grandeur and noise. You are a smile of trust and tenderness, with an interior peace of a perennial Christmas 
that establishes the Kingdom within you. 
A very Merry Christmas to all who look like Christmas.”     Pope Francis 

 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The children returned to school on Wednesday and we have hit the 
ground running .... well, running, dancing and footballing to be exact! 
Unfortunately it was the walls which were running with water but it was 
that old favourite "tennis ball in the gutter" scenario which has the knock 
on effect of making the water come into Meldon classroom during periods 
of torrential rain. However, a couple of mornings' mopping followed by a 
man on the roof soon sorted the problem and, hopefully, with a little bit of 
preventative maintenance ( bung thing in gutter which repels tennis balls), 
we shan't have the same problem again or at least not for a little while. 
The children, meanwhile, have started their dance sessions with Marina 
Saldhana, a local dance specialist, who comes in to share her expertise 
in the lessons for the children. Fernworthy are studying the Vikings and 
are already preparing a Viking dance to show parents in February. I seem 
to remember being a little bemused by what such a dance would entail 
when Fernworthy last did this topic and I am still none the wiser so I must 
make sure to take a peep this term and report back. 
We have also had the football coach start with us again this week - he is 
also running a breakfast club for us so some of our children have had a 
good work out before they settle down to their learning. Next week, the 
lacrosse and tag rugby clubs start, followed by fencing lessons for 
Fernworthy so our children will be fit as fiddles in no time (or at least some 
of them will). Our ability to offer such a variety of sports is down to the 
additional PE money allocated to us by the government and the more 
unusual sports like lacrosse and fencing are always popular and it is nice 
that the children can try them. Time will tell if these opportunities will turn 
into a lifetime love of sport, I certainly hope it will. 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

 

 

 


