
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For faith, life and peace in the British Isles 
Jesus said: Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.1  We will surround the coasts of our Isles with prayer and 
encircle them with a Living Rosary for Life, Faith and Peace at 3pm. At the 
same hour those in inland locations will gather at their Cathedrals, Churches 
and Shrines.   Designated local leaders will be points of contact to coordinate 
the coastal locations where people will gather.  A national list will be available 
online.  The ocean of God’s Mercy is sure to descend upon us when Jesus, 
Our Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and all the saints gaze upon the British Isles 
and see our faith and prayer!  More info: https://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/  
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday – 
Saturday 

Lent 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Ian Stevens; M. Radford; Hilda Robinson; Dorothy Green; Robert Turnbull;  
Dom Pascal Dowling; Isobel McMurtrie; Cecil Tancred; Beatrice Lewis; Albert Pruett; 

Patricia Bachelor; Dr. Ironside; Mary Witt; Florence Ratcliffe; Anne Hogg;  
Gertrude Hutchinson; Mary Vine; Francis Bowen; Maria Hirsch; Felix Murdin;  

Ena Hartley; Ronald Hext; Albert Bond; Richard Northcott; Sheila Horak;  

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

4th March, 2018 Third Sunday of Lent Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer II 

Readings p.154 

 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Val Stanley 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Pat Hedges  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for prayer:  
To request prayers in 
confidence call 01364 

72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of  

Jean Elton 

 
 

who died on Monday 19th February 
May she rest in peace 

Jean’s body will be received into the 
church of St. Dunstan, South Brent, 
at 4 p.m. on Wednesday7th March.  
Her Requiem Mass will begin at 11 

a.m. on Thursday 8th March 

Collections 17/18 February  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £66.47 £20.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £218.13 £43.08 

Second £43.80  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £26.40 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £24.20 £43.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £31.25 £58.85 

Added value through gift aid   £50.92 
 

Last week’s collections First Collection Second Collection 
  Gift Aided  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £77.65 £10.00 £60.00 £30.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £179.81 £60.00 £55.27 £50.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £25.10 £37.85 £4.00 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £23.02 £36.92 £42.41 £45.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £29.00 £46.00 £20.25 £232.00 

   £47.69   £96.75 
 
Thank you for your donations to CAFOD following the Family Fast Day which, 
with gift aid, amounted to £665.68 

This week two further funerals take 
place: 
Mrs. Pauline Hornsey at 1 p.m. on 
Monday 5th March at Our Lady of 
Lourdes & St. Petrock, Ashburton. 
 

Miss Pat Burke at 12.05 p.m. on 
Friday 9th March in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel at the Abbey. 
 

May they rest in peace 

Stations of the Cross are taking place during Lent: 
 At 10 a.m. on Wednesdays at Our Lady of 

Lourdes & St. Petrock, Ashburton. Followed 
by refreshments 

 At 5.45 p.m. on Fridays in the Abbey 

The first in Fr Christopher’s series of Quiet days in 2018 will take place on 
Saturday 10th March in the Violet Evelyn Hall at the Southgate Retreat Centre. 
The subject of this Quiet Day is ‘This is my commandment, love one 
another…but love has its enemies’. The day begins with tea & coffee at 
10.00am and runs until 3.00pm. Mass will be celebrated as part of the day and 
there will be an opportunity for quiet prayer, group discussions and confession. 
The cost remains at £15, to include refreshments and a light lunch. 

Notre Dame School, Plymouth, PL6 5HN 
Hosts Rise Theatre’s production of 

Romero, Heartbeat of 
El Salvador 

“A challenging and moving production 
about the life and legacy of this great 

man of justice” (Bridget Fenwick, 
CAFOD) 

Wednesday 28th March 
Refreshments available from 7 p.m. 

Adult £10, Child/concession £5 
01752 775101 or 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/risetheatre  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land February 2019  
Bookings are coming in for this pilgrimage to be led by Bishop Mark from 
the 18th to 25th February next year. Completed booking forms and deposits 
need to be received before the 18th April this year. To request an itinerary 
and booking form, please contact Pilgrimage People on 0800 6123423 
(info@pilgrimagepeople.org) quoting Ref: PLYM01.  
 

We will be travelling from Luton airport and options for transport to and 
from the airport will be available.  

“He fills your mouth with laughter 
and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

 

An exasperated mother, whose son 
was always getting into mischief, 
finally asked him one day, “How 
ever do you expect to get into 
heaven if you behave like that?” 
 

The boy thought it over and said, 
“Well, I’ll just run in and out and in 
and out and keep slamming the 
door until St. Peter says, ‘Oh, for 
heaven’s sake, Jimmy, either come 
in or stay out!’  
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

Not surprisingly, on Wednesday this week, against a backdrop of settling 
snow and ever more anxious phone calls from parents, particularly those 
to the south of us, the decision was taken to close the school at lunchtime. 
As is the way of these things, by three o'clock there was hardly any snow 
to be seen but, to be honest, very little learning would have been done 
with the children so excited by the snow and the adults considering how 
they were going to get home if the snow continued. However, the decision 
to shut the school on Thursday and Friday was far easier given the 
forecast and snow was very much in evidence but, hopefully, by Monday 
all will be clear and normal service will be resumed. 
Before the weather intervened, the school had been visited during the 
week by various people who help the school maintain its standards by 
meeting with Miss Slack and looking at the school with independent eyes. 
These meetings occur on a regular basis but this time three visits 
happened in quick succession. However, the opinions of a local 
headteacher, our School Improvement Partner and one of the Regional 
Commissioners for Schools all seemed to confirm that we have a school 
to be proud of - not perfect by any means, but one which Miss Slack and 
the staff know well and know what we must do next to continue on our 
journey to ever higher standards. Unfortunately, having lost half a week 
to the weather, I know the teachers will be fretting over the learning time 
missed and they will be working the children at least doubly hard next 
week to make up for it. Let's hope the children have spent the time resting 
and not hurtling down hills on tea trays and the like, dreaming of Olympic 
glory ... or maybe that is exactly what they should have been doing! 
 

Marriage Matters: Short 
reflections on Marriage based on 
the Sunday Readings  
God’s love is our strength 
Let us remind each other 
constantly that our marriage is as 
unique and as special to God today 
as it was when we first married.  
We are blessed with a love that 
transforms ordinary everyday 
events into something quite 
different and special. Our faults 
and weaknesses become our 
strengths if we strive to love one 
another as God loves us. 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
All God’s Creation is Very Good! 

Due to the severe weather on 2nd March this 
has been rescheduled in the Catholic 
church in Ashburton, 2 p.m. on Friday, 9th 
March.  All welcome.  

Applications are now being taken for places at the Plymouth Diocese 
Catechetical Summer Camps, to be held at Grangehurst, Buckfast 
Abbey. Camp details and application forms can be obtained from your 
parish priest or on-line from the camp website:   
www.pdsummercamps.org.uk 
Prompt applications are advisable.  There are three camps running this 
year between 29th July & 10th August: one Junior Camp, one Senior Camp 
and one camp (St Petroc's) for students in school years 11-13. 

Joint Services Hosanna House are now 
taking enquiries for this years pilgrimage 
from 17th-25th May 2018. The pilgrimage is 
open to all  veterans and their dependants 
with disabilities, and we provide 1-1 caring, 
we also include in our group a doctor, nurse 
and priest. We stay at Hosanna House which 
provides facilities for all disabilities.  
For all enquiries please contact Richard 
Tipping  01752 787697 or e-mail 
Richard.tipping@blueyonder.co.uk 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey from July 2nd to 5th for 
young people who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop Mark wants to 
hear your views in preparation for the international Synod.  If you are in a 
Diocesan school you should know about this event but if not, and you 
would like to be part of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings on 
fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further details.   

 

In case anyone is interested in where Fr. 
Francis is spending his time when not at 
Buckfast, here are a couple of photos of 
Douai Abbey: 

 

 
while he was there: 

   

 
Top row: Iceland and Greenland from the 
air, a beautiful moment in the Abbey church. 
Bottom: a view of the church and monastery 

Fully escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, 
Ireland, 1st July 2018.  £649 per person 
sharing.  Price includes flights with 10kg 
hand luggage, all taxes, luxury transfers, 5 
nights’ in Knock House Hotel with full Irish 
Breakfast each morning and 4 Course 
Dinner each evening.  All entertainment, 
excursions and guided tours 
included.  Wheelchair accessible rooms in 
the hotel.  Limited single rooms at 
supplement of £100.  Groups and Individual 
bookings welcome.   Contact Patricia on 
01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or email: 
knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.   
Knock Pilgrimages is a member of the 
Travel Trust Association and is fully 
protected by ATOL T7613.  
 

Last week, his 
work took him 
further afield, to 
the Abbey of 
Saint Louis in 
Missouri, USA.  
Below are some 
of the wonderful 
things he saw on 
his way and   


