
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Having just enjoyed the richly meaningful liturgy of the Paschal 
Triduum, the beginning of Holy Week seems a long way off.  But all 
around the parish the solemn celebration of Palm Sunday owed 
much to the efforts of sacristans, musicians, readers, sidesmen and 
priests.  The children, too, lent a special humanity to the proceedings, 
helping us to relive the joy of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem by their 
enthusiastic waving of palm branches (also, sometimes, giving us all 
a smile as they unwittingly tickled the priest’s nose as he read the 
gospel at the blessing of palms!). 
Above, we see just one example of this joyous moment as Conrad 
and Maria helped Fr. Francis in Ashburton 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday- 
Saturday 

Easter Octave 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Br. Thomas Smith; Br Meinrad Vornweg; Ada Grute; Naomi Sourbut;  Margaret Murray; 
Frances Compton; Beatrice Andoe; Dom Francis McCarthy; Dom Aidan Conlon; Beryl Baker; 
Marie Gordon; Harry Hunt; Jane Simpson; Mother Joseph Magdalen; Thomas Dowling; Jane 

Parsons; Sydney Goulding; Jane Young; Stanley Hird; 

 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 

01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.

uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

1st April, 2018 The Resurrection of the Lord Eucharistic Prayer: I Readings p. 251 

 

Last Week’s Collections 1st Gift Aided 2nd 
Abbey 9 a.m. £89.50 £20.00 £11.60 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £192.95 £168.08 £26.45 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. £23.92 £42.85 £3.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £20.00 £31.92 £17.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £18.50 £46.00 £29.50 

   £77.21   
Thank you for the second collection which was for Easter Flowers 

On Monday and Tuesday this week 
the Mass which normally begins at 8 
a.m. in the Abbey will begin at 9 a.m.  

 

 
“He is not here, for he has risen, as 

he said he would” 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Syria Appeal Collection  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £5.00 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £261.49 £270.00 
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £7.00 £40.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £1.00 £37.00 
South Brent 9 a.m. £39.50 £0.00 

Added value through gift aid   £86.75 
So thank you, once again, for your generous support of the 
Parish Syria Appeal which, with gift aid, came to £742.74 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey from July 2nd 
to 5th for young people who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop 
Mark wants to hear your views in preparation for the international 
Synod.  If you are in a Diocesan school you should know about 
this event but if not, and you would like to be part of it then please 
contact Fiona Hutchings on fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for 
further details.   

RUN TO THE SON: Friday 22nd - Sunday 
24th June, Buckfast Abbey. For the second year 
running, a weekend of prayer and inspiration to help 
equip you for mission. Main features include:- a day 
of growth in discipleship led by Fr. Oscar Ardila, a 
night vigil of prayer welcoming the dawn in the 
splendour of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel and a 
sunrise Mass with Bishop Mark. Tickets £50 inclusive 
of food and camping facilities. (Other accommodation 
available at additional cost). Booking forms and more 
detail available online at  www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-
the-son or contact St. Peter’s parish, Plymouth 01752 
701660 if you have any queries. 

 

As Fr. Francis is able to be at 
Buckfast a bit more in the next 
couple of weeks, in addition to the 
Sundays, Mass will be celebrated in 
Ashburton on Wednesdays 4th & 11th 
April and in South Brent on 
Thursday 5th April 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The March draw took place last Thursday and the 
lucky winners are:   

1st Prize (£25)  No. 54  Mrs. Kathy Smith 
2nd Prize (£15)  No. 32 Mr. Patrick Nuttgens 
3rd Prize (£7)  No. 40  Mr. J. W. McCully 

 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application 
form please contact Fr. Francis 01364 645526 or 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Young Ernie and his family were invited to have Easter Sunday lunch at 
his grandmother's house in Monkey's Eyebrow, Arizona. USA. Everyone 
was seated around the table as the food was being served.  When Ernie 
received his plate he started eating straight away. 'Ernie, wait until we 
say grace,' demanded his father. 'I don't have to,' the five year old replied.  
'Of course you do, Ernest,' his mother insisted rather forcefully. 'We 
always say a prayer before eating at our house.'  
'That's at our house,' Ernie explained, 'but this is Grandma's house, and 
she knows how to cook.' 
 

Share the Journey - taking action in solidarity with people fleeing war, 
persecution, natural disaster and poverty.  
Pope Francis has launched Share the Journey, a new global campaign 
for the rights of people on the move. He reminds us: “Christ asks us to 
welcome our brothers and sister migrants and refugees with arms wide 
open”.   
 

The Share the Journey Exhibition (first shown in the Houses of 
Parliament) will be at Buckfast Abbey for two weeks from 27th April until 
13th May. 
 

Join Bishop Mark at Buckfast Abbey on Saturday 5th May 2018 at 1pm- 
4.30pm for a Share the Journey Afternoon to reflect, pray and find out 
how we can take action in solidarity with migrants and refugees. Be 
inspired by speakers Bishop Mark, Libby Abbott of CAFOD and Nick 
Hanrahan of Jesuit Refugee Service UK. Be resourced, share ideas and 
make plans.   For further information contact Mary Conway 
mary.conway@prcdtr.org.uk or Simon Giarchi sgiarchi@cafod.org.uk  

 
For faith, life and peace in the British Isles 
Jesus said: Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them.  We will surround the coasts of our 
Isles with prayer and encircle them with a 
Living Rosary for Life, Faith and Peace at 3pm 
on 29th April.    
 A group of parishioners from Our Lady Star of 
the Sea Catholic Church, Brixham, and friends 
from other parishes, in union with groups 
throughout the u.k. will be saying the Rosary 
on April 29th at 3pm at Broadsands Beach or 
on the coastal path behind the beach huts. 
(This is a grassy area but may be muddy.) 
Large car park, which is pay and 
display/toilets/level walk to beach/nearby 
restaurant (may be closed due to 
renovations). If the weather is wet we will meet 
in Our Lady Star of the Sea parish hall.    More 
info: https://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/  
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land February 2019  
Bookings are coming in for this pilgrimage to be led by Bishop Mark from 
the 18th to 25th February next year. Completed booking forms and 
deposits need to be received before the 18th April this year. To request an 
itinerary and booking form, please contact Pilgrimage People on 0800 
6123423 (info@pilgrimagepeople.org) quoting Ref: PLYM01.  
 

We will be travelling from Luton airport and options for transport to and 
from the airport will be available.  

 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Sunday Readings  
A sign of new life 
Today we celebrate the resurrection and new 
life in the Lord. In our marriage we too rise to 
new life when we put each other first in all we 
do and say.  Let us live openly, honestly and 
truthfully so that we become a ‘sign’ to our 
families that Jesus is alive in our married love. 
 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

The trouble with school holidays is that they can sometimes fall at very 
inconvenient times when trying to celebrate various festivals on the 
correct days with the children. Things can get concertinaed, delayed or 
brought forward to fit the time available. For example, at Christmas, by 
16th December, never mind Advent, we had covered everything, up to 
and including the birth of baby Jesus, held the concert to celebrate and 
all gone home to await the arrival of the real event. Our preparations for 
Easter were slightly scuppered by Shrove Tuesday falling in half term, 
although Meldon, our three and four year olds, on whom the concept of 
forty days may have been a little lost, did have pancakes shortly after their 
return to school. 
Nevertheless, the children have had plenty of time to learn about Lent and 
think about what they can do to become better people and this week saw 
the Year Six children leading the whole school in the devotion of Stations 
of the Cross. However, the teachers have decided to delay the teaching 
about Holy Week until we return after the holidays. As one of them said 
"Holy Week is what we are all about, that is what we are here to teach the 
children and I want to give them as much time as possible to understand 
its importance to us." 
Hopefully this will allow the children to focus on the true meaning of Easter 
albeit a few days late.  We did finish the term with an Easter Bonnet 
Parade and Easter Egg Hunt, so those traditions were observed as well, 
but when the children return most of the chocolate will have gone (except 
maybe for those annoying people who have the self-control to just have 
one square a day – which would only work for me if it was a square foot 
in size, but that is another story) and the Easter bunnies will have gone 
on their holidays to return just after Christmas next year! 
In the meantime, in real time, let us celebrate - He is risen! Alleluia! 
 

A 93 year old Italian journalist who does not 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God told the 
world this week, based on an informal chat 
with Pope Francis, that the Pope said Hell 
doesn’t exist.  Here’s some of what respected 
journalist John Allen said about it: 
“There’s basically zero plausibility that 
Francis actually said what Scalfari 
cites…Francis actually talks about Hell more 
frequently than any pope in recent memory, 
and he has never left any doubt that he 
regards it as a real possibility for one’s 
eternal destiny…though, whether it’s actually 
empty has been debated by theolgians for 
centuries”   
The Vatican has issued a mild denial that 
Pope Francis actually said what Scalfari 
claims; Allen muses on why the denial wasn’t 
stronger.  Quoting a cardinal who asked the 
Pope this, he said the Pope replied ‘You 
know, by now he (Scalfari) is quite old…we 
have to be gentle with him.’ 
Allen goes on, “what seems clear is that 
Francis is less concerned about precision in 
such a situation than with dialogue, and he 
appears to believe that even if he may be 
misrepresented or misquoted…it’s still worth 
it to be in a conversation with Scalfari and the 
cultural world he represents…Francis’ model 
for dialogue generally – friendship first, clarity 
later.”         
Full article: www.cruxnow.com  


