
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next weekend we will have one of our second collections for 
the Parish Syria Appeal. 
Aid to the Church in Need reports (Lent 2018): 
The people of Syria have been living through unimaginable pain 
and suffering for the past seven years, as the conflict has caused 
terrible devastation.  It’s not surprising that Pope Francis has 
described the situation in Syria as “the biggest humanitarian 
catastrophe after World War II”. 
Last month, Sister Annie Demerjian, our dear project partner in 
Damascus, was caught in the crossfire on one of the deadliest 
days of fighting in the Syrian capital – but thankfully she and her 
team escaped unhurt.  She told us: “Yesterday was like hell.  It was 
raining bombs.  There were so many shells and so many injured.” 
ACN, with your help, is prioritising aid through our church partners 
to offer a lifeline to families in desperate need.  In the last year we 
have fulfilled more than 140 projects in Syria, including emergency 
help such as food, medicine and shelter. 

Sr. Annie is pictured below with 85-year-old Lucine, who is 
helped by Fadi, a volunteer.  “They have nobody in the world but 

each other and you” Sr. Annie tells John Pontifex of ACN, who 
are supplying housebound Lucine with medicine, clothes, fuel 

and electricity. 
 

 
 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. George 
Tuesday  Feria 

Wednesday St. Mark 
Thursday – 

Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Cybil Auckland; Archibald Leitch; Wilfred Ford; Emily Davis; Joseph Beard; Robert O’Shea; 
Greta Strachan; Mary Stancombe; Janet Dooner; Kathleen Hinkley; Annie Smith; Larry 

Sumner; Clare Lindsay; Isabel Thomson;  John Gilroy; Patrick Stuart; Evan Tredegar; Dom 
Richard Dillenz; Ernest Long; Edward Le Hunte Ward; William Macmullen; Francis Gomet; 

Alastair Stuart; Dom Alban Lavery;  
May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

22nd April, 2018 Fourth Sunday of Easter Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer IV 

Readings p. 261 

 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

On Friday we celebrated a special day….  
For weeks, if not months, there has been subterfuge 
and intrigue going on in school as we filmed a special 
video to celebrate Mrs Kerswell’s twentieth 
anniversary of working at St Mary’s School. Months 
ago, I had mentioned to Miss Slack that the 
anniversary fell on a Friday, when we have our 
achievement assemblies, and I wondered if, maybe, 
the governors would like to present her with a bunch 
of flowers to mark the occasion. Miss Slack 
mentioned it to Fr Francis who suggested Mike-Luke 
of the Abbey Media Department make a video to 
celebrate. There followed a great deal of planning, 
manoeuvering (of Mrs Kerswell out of the way), 
filming and editing. Some of the children, ex-pupils, 
staff and governors were all filmed – often in Mrs 
Kerswell’s classroom without her knowledge – 
congratulating her on her achievement. 
I am pleased to say, it was clear from Mrs Kerswell’s 
face, as Fr Francis and a number of other people 
walked in to the hall at the end of the normal 
assembly this week, that she had no idea what was 
about to happen. The whole school was able to enjoy 
an absolutely stunning video together, thanking Mrs 
Kerswell’s for her hard work over the years. St 
Cuthbert’s staff had also made a lovely cake for staff 
to share and all the children had special buns at 
lunch time to celebrate. 
Here’s to the next twenty years, Mrs Kerswell, well 
done! 
 
 
 
 

There will be a private viewing for members of the parish of “The 
Monastic Way,” the new exhibition/experience at the Abbey charting 
the history and spirituality of the Benedictines, on Wednesday 2nd 
May from 6.30p.m.-8 p.m. For free tickets please contact 
lclark@buckfast.org.uk or phone the Abbey offices on 01364 
645500 
The Abbey is recruiting permanent stewards for this facility, who will 
work 4 hour shifts on a flexible basis.  If you are is interested please 
contact recruitment@buckfast.org.uk for further information.  
Closing date 29th April. 
 

 
Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £51.43 £12.60 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £296.99 £58.08 

Second £18.15  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £12.15 £37.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £19.70 £31.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £27.00 £29.00 

   £42.36 
 

 

 

http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/
mailto:lclark@buckfast.org.uk
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For faith, life and peace in the British Isles. We will surround the coasts 
of our Isles with prayer and encircle them with a Living Rosary for Life, 
Faith and Peace at 3pm on 29th April.    
A group of parishioners from Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church,  
Brixham, and friends from other parishes, in union with groups 
throughout the U.K. will be saying the Rosary on April 29th at 3pm at 
Broadsands Beach or on the coastal path behind the beach huts. Large 
car park, which is pay and display/toilets/level walk to beach/nearby 
restaurant (may be closed due to renovations). If the weather is wet we 
will meet in Our Lady Star of the Sea parish hall.    More info: 
https://www.rosaryonthecoast.co.uk/  
 

Phone line for prayer: to request 
prayers in confidence call 01364 

72768 

Parish Priest:  
Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Make the Most of Life. 
The Diocese is offering an event at Buckfast Abbey from July 2nd to 5th 
for young people who are currently in Year 12 or 13. Bishop Mark wants 
to hear your views in preparation for the international Synod.  If you are 
in a Diocesan school you should know about this event but if not, and 
you would like to be part of it then please contact Fiona Hutchings on 
fiona.hutchings@prcdtr.org.uk  for further details.   
 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on 
Marriage based on the Sunday Readings  
 

We lay down our lives, we go beyond… 
Couples can relate to the notion of 
‘shepherding’ with regards to their children: “I 
know my own and my own know me”. Even in 
crowds, our children will recognise our voices 
and we theirs. Also, just as Jesus spoke today 
of ‘laying down His life’, when marrying, we 
made a solemn vow to lay down our lives for 
one another. 

RUN TO THE SON: Friday 22nd - Sunday 24th June, Buckfast Abbey. A 
weekend of prayer and inspiration to help equip you for mission. A day 
of growth in discipleship led by Fr. Oscar Ardila, a night vigil of prayer 
welcoming the dawn in the splendour of the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel and a sunrise Mass with Bishop Mark. Tickets £50 
inclusive of food and camping facilities. (Other accommodation 
available at additional cost). Info & booking online 
at  www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. Peter’s 
parish, Plymouth 01752 701660  

“He fills your mouth with laughter and 
your lips with rejoicing” (Job 8:21) 

Three gentlemen stopped at a café for 
a spot of tea.  When the waiter 
appeared the first said “I’ll have a 
glass of weak tea, please.”  The 
second said “I’ll have tea too, but 
please make it very strong with two 
pieces of lemon.” 
The third was even more particular: 
“Tea for me too, please.  But please 
make sure the glass is absolutely 
clean.” 
Off went the waiter, only to return after 
a short while.  “Just remind me, will 
you,” he enquired.  “Which one of you 
gets the clean glass?”  
 

Vocations Weekend 
for young women (20s and 30s) 

Theme: Discerning God's Call in my life 
Dates: 25-27 May 2018 
Location: Liverpool 
The weekend is organised by the sisters, 
Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ). 
There will be input from the FCJ sisters on 
different aspects of vowed life, and time for 
prayer, reflection and discussion with other 
young women who are also considering a 
vocation to religious life. 
It's an opportunity to live community life for a 
weekend and meet some sisters! 
For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at 
lynnefcj@hotmail.com  or visit our website 
www.fcjsisters.org  

Share the Journey - taking action in solidarity with people fleeing war, 
persecution, natural disaster and poverty.  
Pope Francis has launched Share the Journey, a new global campaign 
for the rights of people on the move. The Share the Journey Exhibition 
(first shown in the Houses of Parliament) will be at Buckfast Abbey for 
two weeks from 27th April until 13th May. 

Join Bishop Mark at Buckfast Abbey on Saturday 5th May 2018 at 1pm- 
4.30pm for a Share the Journey Afternoon to reflect, pray and find out 
how we can take action in solidarity with migrants and refugees. Be 
inspired by speakers Bishop Mark, Libby Abbott of CAFOD and Nick 
Hanrahan of Jesuit Refugee Service UK. Be resourced, share ideas and 
make plans.   For further information contact Mary Conway 
mary.conway@prcdtr.org.uk or Simon Giarchi sgiarchi@cafod.org.uk  

The next in Fr Christopher’s series of Quiet 
days in 2018 will take place on Saturday 12th 
May in the Violet Evelyn Hall at the Southgate 
Retreat Centre. The subject of this Quiet Day 
is: Jesus said ‘Love your enemies’, is this at 
all possible? The day begins with tea & coffee 
at 10.00am and runs until 3.00pm. Mass will 
be celebrated as part of the day and there will 
be an opportunity for quiet prayer, group 
discussions and confession. The cost 
remains at £15, to include refreshments and 
a light lunch.  Further details 01364 645532 
warden@buckfast.org.uk  
 

Vatican City, Apr 20, 2018 (CNA/EWTN News).- Speaking in the southern 
Italian town of Alessano on Friday, Pope Francis said that we should be on fire 
for our faith, combining prayer and action after the example of the Italian bishop 
Tonino Bello.  “Here, this is the vocation according to Don Tonino: a call to 
become not only faithful devotees, but real lovers of the Lord… When the Lord 
sets the heart on fire, hope cannot be extinguished. When the Lord asks for a 
‘yes,’ we cannot answer with ‘maybe,’” the pope said April 20. 
Pope Francis visited the town of Alessano as part of a quick day-trip there and 
to Molfetta, to mark the 25th anniversary of the death of Antonio Bello, known 
as “Don Tonino,” an Italian bishop whose cause for beatification was opened in 
2007.  In his speech, he pointed to the bishop’s warning that Catholics not 
immerse themselves “in the whirlwind of affairs” without first planting 
themselves in front of the tabernacle – lest they work in vain for the Kingdom. 
“We can ask ourselves if we start from the tabernacle or ourselves. You could 
also ask if, once we leave, we walk; if, like Mary, the Woman of the journey, we 
get up to reach and serve man, every man,” he stated. 
Don Tonino was always close to the young and the poor, working at a seminary, 
as a parish priest, and as an assistant for the Italian lay Catholic association, 
“Azione Cattolica.” He was appointed bishop of Molfetta, Giovinazzo, Terlizzi, 
and Ruvo by Pope John Paul II in 1982. 
As bishop, he opened a Caritas soup kitchen in every diocesan parish and 
founded a community for drug addicts. Pope Francis reflected on Don Tonino’s 
attention to the poor, saying that he reminds us not to theorize the closeness 
to the poor, but to be close to them, as Jesus was; that for us, as rich as he 
was, Jesus actually became poor.  www.catholicnewsagency.com  
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