
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for prayer: to 
request prayers in 

confidence call  
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday  St. Matthias 
Tuesday St. Pachomius 

Wednesday 
– Friday Feria 

Saturday Ss. Dunstan, 
Ethelwold & Oswald 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Mortimer Bullen; Blanche Brachi;  Nicholas Scott Maddocks; Kathleen Sheehan;  
Br. Paul Lascaraboura; Pam Reynolds; Hugh Bullard; Richard Rymer Cooper;  Maria Vetter; 

Eva Witt; Mary Roberts; Mary Stuart;   
 

May they rest in peace 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis 
Straw; 01364 645526; 

parish@buckfast.org.uk 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

13th May, 2018 Seventh Sunday of Easter Fr. Francis will say: 
Eucharistic Prayer III 

Readings p. 273 

 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter Mike Roberts 

Sue Batey  
 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Marriage Matters: Short reflections on Marriage based on the Sunday Readings  
Strive for unity   Since even before we married, we have worked to bring about 
unity in our love relationship. Today we are reminded that by loving one another; 
“God will live in us and His love will be complete in us”. Let’s take a moment to 
hold hands, look at each other and say: “you are my beloved ‘till the end of time”. 
 

This Sunday, 13th May, is  
World Communications Day. 

Please take a prayer card from the 
back of church 

On this day, Catholics are 
encouraged to pray for all those 
professionals who work in the field of 
Communications. A particular 
intention for prayer is for those who 
are responsible for communicating on 
behalf of the Catholic Church in this 
country. 
The communications office of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales supports the 
bishops, in their witness and 
engagement with current issues, and 
the Church more widely in promoting 
the Gospel through digital, social, 
print and broadcast media.  
Recently, the Communications Office 
played a key role in securing a special 
investigation into the scourge of 
modern slavery with the Evening 
Standard and the Independent.  They 
also developed and built a new digital 
initiative called the Art of Dying Well 
www.artofdyingwell.org aimed at 
helping terminally ill people and their 
loved ones deal with death.  It has 
been described in the Guardian as 
‘contributing to society’s wellbeing. 
The office is the central point for 
media enquiries and is a key resource 
for national and international media 
professionals. It also plays an 
important role in developing the public 
profile of the Church through word 
and image. There is a second 
collection to support this work. 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £70.80 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £412.09 £53.08 

Second £14.35  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £12.00 £32.85 
Ashburton 10:30am £25.16 £26.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £16.00 £41.00 

   £40.96 
 

Next weekend there will be a collection for the sick and retired clergy of Plymouth 
Diocese. 

Many thanks to Sue Lethbridge for this  
account of our time at Sclerder Abbey last 
weekend: 
Last Sunday a group of us were delighted to  
be able to visit the group of young people  
on their pre Confirmation retreat at Sclerder  
Abbey, near Looe. 
The weather was perfect when we arrived to  
join Jasmin, Jerome, Benedict and Edward  
and their leaders, Fr. Francis, Pete, Mike and Erica for lunch. After lunch a few of 
us spent a short time with the young people talking about our journey of faith. 
Then we joined the other Parishioners and all went down to a nearby beach where 
we divided up again and had the chance, whilst enjoying an ice-cream,  to get to 
know and chat further with one of the young people about their faith. Adrian and 
I were paired with Edward who is the youngest, having just had his14th birthday 
a few days before the retreat. It was lovely spending time with him and hearing 
him talk about his faith, as well as getting to know him better as a person. We 
were impressed with the maturity of faith shown by one so young. 
Ice creams finished we all piled back into cars to return to Sclerder where the 
young people had their final session with their leaders. During this time we 
parishioners, led by Fr. Francis, went into the chapel to pray for the young people. 
We ended the afternoon and the retreat with Holy Mass followed by a group photo 
in the garden before all making our way back home. 
I am so glad to have had the privilege of taking part in this wonderful afternoon. It 
was very much a shared learning experience for not only do we hope that we have 
helped our young people through our faith but equally we all learnt and gained so 
much from them through listening and talking to them about their faith. Their 
enthusiasm and commitment to their faith was a joy to behold and certainly had a 
renewing and inspiring effect on our own faith. 
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“He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with 
 rejoicing” 

(Job 8:21) 

A pastor, burdened by the importance of his work, went 
into the church to pray.  Falling to his knees he lamented, 
“O Lord, I am nothing! I am nothing!” 
The minister of education passed by and, overhearing the 

prayer, was moved to join the pastor on his knees.  Shortly, he too was crying aloud, “O Lord, I too am nothing.  I am 
nothing.” 
At the back of the church there was a homeless man, using the church to shelter from the rain.  Awed by the sight of the 
two men praying, and by their obvious humility, he kneeled down beside them and began to wail along: “O Lord, I also am 
nothing.  I am nothing.” 
At this the pastor nudged the minister of education and said, “now look who thinks he’s nothing!” 

Make the Most of Life. 
Buckfast Abbey from 
July 2nd to 5th for 
young people who are 
currently in Year 12 or 
13. Bishop Mark 
wants to hear your 
views in preparation 
for the international 
Synod. If you would 
like to take part 
please contact Fiona 
Hutchings for more inf 
fiona.hutchings@prcd
tr.org.uk  .   
 RUN TO THE SON: Friday 22nd - Sunday 24th June, Buckfast 

Abbey. A day of growth in discipleship led by Fr. Oscar 
Ardila, a night vigil of prayer welcoming the dawn in the 
splendour of the Blessed Sacrament Chapel and a 
sunrise Mass with Bishop Mark. Tickets £50 inclusive of food 
and camping facilities. Info & booking online 
at  www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son or contact St. Peter’s 
parish, Plymouth 01752 701660  

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)   
  http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

I have tried hard to think of things to tell you about today, 
for example, how the little sedums on my green roof 
continue to struggle on against the odds and how, in spite 
of long winter months and heavy snowfall, the stalks of 
old weeds still stand proudly by my window, but the most 
significant thing in school this week is the preparation for 
the year 6 children to take their SATs next week. The 
walls in their classroom have been covered with sheets, 
just in case a clever child uses their initiative and finds an 
answer to one of the questions on one of the displays. A 
log has been created so that we can sign on a daily basis 
to say that we have checked that the box holding the 
papers hasn't been tampered with. Next week we will sign 
to say when we got the appropriate papers out, that they 
weren't opened before time and confirm that no child has 
had an unfair advantage. This is all done so that we can 
prove to any official who may turn up to check our 
procedures, which can, does and has happened, that we 
are abiding by the rules. It is a sad fact that these tests 
have become so important to schools that people are 
tempted to cheat in order to gain a few extra marks which 
means a better standing in the league tables. I do 
remember one year, a very long time ago, when the 
headteacher accidentally started to open the wrong 
papers on the wrong day and we were sweating in case 
someone came to check and saw the corner of the pack 
slightly open! However, our biggest challenge is that our 
emergency supply of Freddo frog chocolates just 
happens to be kept in the same place and having to have 
two people sign them out is really slowing down our 
chocolate consumption .... well, okay, maybe that is a 
good thing! 
Anyway, roll on next Friday when the SATs will all be over 
... at least for the year 6 children! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
  

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Churches Together in Ashburton events: 
• Sunday, 13th May at 11.45 a.m. - An invitation to come to 

St Andrews Church hall for a coffee and an opportunity to 
see the video based on Christian Aid. 

• Friday 18th May - St Andrews Church, Ashburton. Orchard 
String Quartet commencing 7.30 p.m. Tickets from Brian 
Lewis - 01364 652768 or on the door. 

• Saturday, 19th May at 5.30 p.m. - a concert by Exeter 
Children's Orchestra at St Andrews church. 

• Saturday, 23rd June  10 - 12 a.m. - Coffee and cake 
morning at the Friends Meeting House.  This is a fund 
raising for Christian Aid. 

 
Plymouth Diocese Job Vacancy 
Communications Manager (full time) – 1 post 
Location: St Boniface House near Ashburton, Devon. Salary: 
£35,000. Hours: 35 hours per week, pension scheme and life 
cover. 
This is a new post and its main aim is to implement the 
communications strategy and direction for the Diocese, which 
will ensure that the Bishop’s vision and messages are 
communicated consistently and effectively.  
Copies of the job description and person specification can be 
obtained from the Human Resources Manager – Tracey Fuller 
on 01364 645455 or email recruitment@prcdtr.org.uk  
Applications are by CV or application form and covering letter. 
The last date for applications is Sunday 27th May 2018, 
Interviews will be held on Monday 18th June 2018 at St 
Boniface House. 
 
 Job Vacancy – Plymouth CAST Multi-Academy Trust 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND CATHOLIC LIFE ADVISER 

 (Full-time, permanent role) - £35-40K, based at St. 
Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon, with frequent travel 

throughout the Diocese of Plymouth. 
The is a key role within the Trust and will focus on:- 
Enhancing the Catholic life of our schools, in particular by 
developing religious education, collective worship, chaplaincy 
and readiness for Section 48 inspection.  
Supporting our schools in providing appropriate personal and 
professional development opportunities for all adults with faith 
formation responsibilities. 
Supporting our schools in developing their understanding of 
Catholic ethos and their contribution to the mission and 
ministry of the Catholic Church.  
To request an application form and job description, please 
email admin@plymouthcast.org.uk, sending completed forms 
to admin@plymouthcast.org.uk  or by post to Karen Grute, 
Plymouth CAST, St Boniface House, Ashburton, Devon TQ13 
7JL.  Closing date Thursday 24th May 2018 midday. Potential 
interview date 31st May 2018 at St Boniface House, Ashburton, 
Devon. 
 
 

 

 
(8 – 17 yrs) Sunday 24th June 
Note change of date from 
previous years 

St. Rita’s Centre, Honiton 
1 p.m. – 6.30 p.m. 

Admission £5 
Games, BBQ, Youth Mass 

01837 851438 or 
pmorris@wjmorris.co.uk 
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