
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday St.Bridget of Sweden 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday St. James 
Thursday Ss. Joachim & Anne 

Friday Feria 
Saturday Feria 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

John Mallins; Abbot Leander Lemoine; Rowena Carpenter; Rev. Alexandre Dodard; 
Gertrude Cahusac; Eduard Bandwiski; William Swindell; Elizabeth Bailey;  

Emma Striffler; Gladys Baverstock; 
 

May they rest in peace 

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

22nd July, 2018 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic prayer III Readings p.109 
 

 

Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 
Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 

Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 
 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

The Gift of the Holy Eucharist 
All are welcome to attend these sessions. Each one begins at 7.15 p.m. in 
the parish meeting room at the Abbey (please contact Fr. Francis for 
directions): 

MONDAY 23rd July Love one another as I have loved you 
 
 

PP: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Resources for Catechists with 
Bishop Mark O’Toole 
For anyone interested in passing on the 
faith, especially those involved in 
sacramental preparation for 
reconciliation, eucharist for children and 
parents, RCIA and children’s 
liturgy.  Some of the best resources 
available will be presented by expert 
practitioners from around the 
country.  Saturday, July 28th, 2.30-
4.30pm, Southgate Retreat Centre, 
Buckfast Abbey.  Free entry. 
 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £64.04 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £279.10 £72.08 

Second £17.68  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £30.00 £31.80 
Ashburton 10:30am £23.76 £33.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £62.50 £33.00 

   £45.20 
 

 
Civilians flee the city of Afrin in northern Syria on March 16th, 2018. A 
Turkish-led offensive to capture the Kurdish-majority enclave has forced 
30,000 civilians from its main city in 24 hours. Photograph: George 
Ourfalian/AFP/Getty 
Next weekend we will have one of our second collections for Parish Syria 
Appeal.  See overleaf for news of the situation there. 
 

Only one place left to run the Royal 
Parks Half Marathon in London on 
Sunday 14 October. Raise £300 for the 
Catholic Children’s Society and run for 
free. All details from Claire Warren, 
Fundraising Officer 
 claire.warren@prcdtr.org.uk  
 
CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
(PLYMOUTH) 
Providing essential grants and parental 
guidance across Dorset, Devon and 
Cornwall 

On a visit to the Jesuit Refugee Service, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, the Archbishop of Westminster, told BBC Radio 4's 
Sunday programme that the UK government's treatment of asylum seekers was "a shame on our country". 
After spending time listening to the stories of those accompanied by the Jesuit Refugee Service UK, the Cardinal, who 
was visibly moved by what he heard, said: "If you've been here for 10 years and you can't have a residence, you can't 
study, you can't work, you have no income, it's as if you are being told you are a 'non-person', and it's that darkness that 
we have listened to this afternoon. I can think of no other words than to say it is a shame on our country. 
"Being in this centre, it's like having a tiny light that allows you to see into the deep darkness of people's lives. They are 
here in this kind of 'twilight world', and what we've heard this afternoon is how deep that darkness is, and, in a way, how 
deliberately that darkness is created. It seems that there is a deeply mistaken sense that treating people this badly will 
prevent others seeking sanctuary in this country." Full article: http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/News/Asylum-Seekers  
 

mailto:parish@buckfast.org.uk
mailto:claire.warren@prcdtr.org.uk
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/News/Asylum-Seekers


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“He fills your mouth with laughter and 
your lips with rejoicing”(Job 8:21)  
     

Reverend Henry Ward Beecher entered 
his church one Sunday and found several 
letters awaiting him.  He opened one and 
found it contained the single word “Fool.”  
Quietly and with becoming seriousness, 
he announced to the congregation that 
fact in these words: 
“I have known many an instance of a man 
writing a letter and forgetting to sign his 
name, but this is the only instance I have 
ever known of a man signing his name 
and forgetting to write the letter.” 
 

Henry Ward Beecher (June 24, 1813 – 
March 8, 1887) was an American 
Congregationalist clergyman, social 
reformer, and speaker, known for his 
support of the abolition of slavery. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 
This week at St Mary’s there were almost too many highlights to mention! On Monday Burrator created a “play in a day” 
called “Armada Ahoy!” to fit in with their studies on the Tudors. They learnt new songs and prepared scripts for a 
performance at their Leavers’ Assembly next week. On Tuesday, all the children and a number of parents and family 
members were treated to the most magical Tea Party, courtesy of the Education Department and Conference Centre staff. 
They were greeted in the Meadow by the Mad Hatter (who else?!), Alice and the March Hare who led them to a marquee 
full of fabulous party food of jelly, meringue toadstools, jam tarts and the like! The children were also given Millennium 
medals as a memento of the Abbey’s celebrations. On Wednesday, the children in KS2 took part in the Swimming Gala, 
towards which they had been working for the past few weeks.  On Thursday, Burrator dressed the part for a “Greatest 
Showman” themed day which they paid for out of the profits of their Enterprise Fair. Miss Blackhall, the class teacher, was 
particularly striking dressed completely in white, with white make-up and hair but most spookily wearing snake eye contact 
lenses which were most unnerving – particularly as one of them kept spinning around and ending up horizontal! The 
children enjoyed a circus skills workshop in the morning and were entertained by a magician in the afternoon. Also on 
Thursday, the choir performed “The Tale of Three Trees” to children and parents which was the culmination of many 
months of hard work and preparation. And finally, on Friday, the children all took part in Sports Day – once again, given 
the good weather we have been enjoying, it was pleasant not to have to scour the weather forecast for signs of rain nor 
answer the phone every five minutes to people asking “Is Sports Day still on?”.  
We finish on Tuesday next week with our Leavers’ Mass and Assembly – so a much quieter week lies ahead – hopefully! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
  

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

Marriage Matters:   
Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of 
the Sunday readings for Year B 
 

Walking alongside or away? 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, experienced 
rejection: many “walked with him no 
longer”. This offers us some 
consolation, when despite doing our 
best to pass on our faith in Jesus and 
His Church to our children, we, their 
‘shepherds’, experience them drifting 
away from the faith. God loves our 
children unconditionally, and we need to 
continually ‘hold them’ in our love. 

 
 

BEIRUT, Lebanon - Amid the destruction in war-torn Syria, a community of Discalced Carmelites in Aleppo perseveres in 
its mission of continuous prayer and help to families in need. 
The Carmelite nuns, four of whom are Syrian and two French, are in their quiet demeanor “a message of peace and a 
spiritual message of hope,” said the provincial of the Discalced Carmelite Fathers in Lebanon, Father Raymond Abdo, 
who visited the convent July 5-7. The nuns’ convent on the outskirts of Aleppo, in an area that has often been a focal point 
of the fighting, once had a missile land in the yard. In seven years of civil war, the convent has suffered many food, water 
and electricity shortages, seen its windows shattered and a surrounding wall destroyed. The sisters in the northern Syrian 
city are living a “very heroic situation, even if it’s difficult,” Abdo told Catholic News Service. http://www.catholicnews.com  
At one point, the nuns were hosting four uprooted Muslim families, who lived in a building adjoining the convent. The nuns 
shared their food and the bounty from their vegetable gardens. Three families have since been resettled, and the convent 
is still supporting a family with 10 children. Yet, the sisters have not lost their way of contemplative life, a structured routine 
that begins with silent prayer and includes Mass, working together in silence and more periods of prayer throughout the 
day and evening, Abdo said. “They give a good example of real Christianity, because they don’t distinguish between 
Muslims and Christians,” the priest said. 
A sister told Abdo how the head of one of the families who was sheltering at the convent approached her and asked, “Why 
do you help us?” The Muslim man then followed up with his observation, telling the religious, “You help us without asking 
anything in return. You Christians are very humble.”  “Giving this possibility to the Muslim people and other people to know 
the heart of Christianity” offers “real hope,” the priest said. 
On the road from Homs to Aleppo, Abdo passed leveled villages, desolate and barren with “no sign of life anywhere.” 
As well as destroying homes, war “destroys people, families, culture, social life, relationships, the economy - everything,” 
he said. Some reconstruction is happening in Aleppo, with new roads being built, Abdo said, noting that the city’s residents 
“are trying to make a normal life.” 
While walking outside the convent on the evening before his return to neighboring Lebanon, the priest heard a missile, 
“whooshing like a big plane overhead, heading in the direction of the Turkish area north of Aleppo.” Bombs could also be 
heard in the distance. The sisters and other residents of Aleppo told Abdo that such activity is normal. 
“Getting used to living like that means the people have suffered so much,” he said. “Still, they have the courage to go on.” 
 

 
May I express our gratitude to 
everyone who beautifies the 
churches of our parish with 
lovely flower displays.  Here is 
a case in point in St. 
Benedict’s Buckfastleigh. 

http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.catholicnews.com/

