
 
  The Abbey Parish Newsletter 

 

29th July, 2018 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic prayer IV Readings p.112 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Wednesday St. Alphonsus Liguori 
Thursday Feria 

Friday Feria 
Saturday St. John Vianney 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Kathleen Chaffe; Maurice Ferrero; Mary Keer-Kennedy; Stephen Hanrahan;  
Margery Pairpoint; Jean Preston-Cooke; Rose Martin; Francis Sibeth; Dom Stephen 

Kramer; Bessie Clarke; Sybil Combe; Josephine Nott; William Stuart; Br. Peter Schrode; 
Mary Concannon; Abbot Boniface Natter; 

 

May they rest in peace 

“Oremus pro invicem”        
Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 
Abbey 9 a.m. £66.02 £0.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £295.60 £78.08 

Second £31.10  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £12.60 £33.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £32.00 £43.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £63.00 £32.00 

   £46.75 
 

Resources for Catechists with 
Bishop Mark O’Toole 
For anyone interested in passing on the 
faith, especially those involved in 
sacramental preparation for 
reconciliation, eucharist for children and 
parents, RCIA and children’s 
liturgy.  Some of the best resources 
available will be presented by expert 
practitioners from around the 
country.  Saturday, July 28th, 2.30-
4.30pm, Southgate Retreat Centre, 
Buckfast Abbey.  Free entry. 
 
Only one place left to run the Royal 
Parks Half Marathon in London on 
Sunday 14 October. Raise £300 for the 
Catholic Children’s Society and run for 
free. All details from Claire Warren, 
Fundraising Officer 
 claire.warren@prcdtr.org.uk  
 
CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
(PLYMOUTH) 
Providing essential grants and parental 
guidance across Dorset, Devon and 
Cornwall 

This weekend there’s one of our second collections for Parish Syria Appeal. 
The photo shows Maronite Archbishop 
Joseph Tobji in the bombed Maronite 
Cathedral in Aleppo's Old City. 
 

26th July 2018: More than 40 projects offering 
emergency relief and spiritual support to 
people in Syria have just been approved by 
Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need. 
 

The £2.6 million (€3 million) programme being rolled out in the capital 
Damascus, Aleppo and other major centres, comes as people desperately try 
to stave off hunger, homelessness and illness. Church leaders say the crisis 
has been made worse by the West’s economic sanctions against Syria, with 
Maronite Archbishop Joseph Tobji of Aleppo claiming the embargos are “killing 
the Syrian people in the same way the weapons are”. 
ACN’s Syria aid includes emergency projects such as: 
ALEPPO: Basic food, sanitary items such as toothbrushes and washing powder 
for neediest families supported by ACN project partner Sister Annie Demerjian 
and her nine volunteers. 
DAMASCUS: Payment of school fees for 1,270 students at the Al Riaya School 
run by the Sisters of Saint Jeanne Antide. 
ALEPPO: Six months’ supply of food baskets for 3,280 families supported by 
the Syriac Catholic Archdiocese. 
HAMA, HOMS and YABROUD: Basic medicine for elderly people, orhans and 
handicapped people. 
HOMS: Repair of 97 homes for families wanting to return to the Old City. 
 

 
 

 

PP: Fr. Francis Straw; 01364 645526; 
parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Included among the pastoral projects are: HOMS, HAMA and YABROUD: Mass stipends for priests ministering to displaced 
communities. ALEPPO: Retreat and summer camp in August 2018 for 70 young people aged 18-25. LATAKIA: 2,000 
copies of books on Christianity (catechisms). ALEPPO: Repair of Maronite Cathedral whose nave was hit by a bomb. 
Father Andrzej Halemba, ACN Middle East projects coordinator, said the programme prioritised young people and went 
on to describe projects supporting 1,215 school pupils in Homs as well as 437 university students in the city. 
Sister Annie Demerjian, a leading project partner for ACN said: “Seven years have passed since the war began and people 
continue to face all kinds of troubles – tiredness and suffering – but because of your help we are able to stand beside our 
people and make their burden lighter.” 
 
 

mailto:claire.warren@prcdtr.org.uk
mailto:parish@buckfast.org.uk


 
News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)    http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/ 

We finished the term with our traditional Leavers' Mass and Leavers' Assembly. The former is a chance for the school to 
bid farewell to our Year 6 children as they leave the 'little pond' of St Mary's and move on to the new adventure which is 
secondary school. It is a sad fact that, for some, this may be the last religious service they will attend for many years, if 
not for ever, so it is even more significant in many ways. All we can hope is that if they have tough times ahead they 
remember the support and solace that prayer can bring and the church community which will always welcome them. 
The latter, the assembly, is an opportunity for the children to show off what they can do and celebrate with a bit of a song 
and dance before a packed hall. This year they performed 'Armada Ahoy!', the play they had created in a day the week 
before, and sang a song from 'The Greatest Showman' which they have been studying. The children also receive awards 
to mark their achievements at St Mary's - these cover a wide range of areas from endeavour to the arts, the Spirit of Devon 
to curriculum. It is always a day of mixed emotions with sadness at leaving and excitement that they are at last on their 
way to 'big school'. I always make the excuse that I am too busy to watch the assembly .... it would be very distracting for 
everyone with me sobbing noisily in the background, with pride as well as sadness. I can just about hold it together as 
they pass the office for the last time. What were once just little tufts of hair as they passed by the hatch are now looking 
me in the eye and do not need the embarrassment of a soggy hug from me! 
Ah well, all too soon it will be September and new 'tufts' will be arriving and the cycle will begin again! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
  

 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

Buckfast Abbey Parish Lottery 
The June draw took place last on 27th June, but I forgot to put 
the results in the newsletter, so with apologies, here are the 
names of the lucky winners:   

1st Prize (£25)  No. 84  Mrs. Mary Malden 
2nd Prize (£15)  No. 18 Mrs. Pat Hedges 
3rd Prize (£9)  No. 79  Mrs. Gerry Braunton 

 

Proceeds in aid of the Parish Syria Appeal.  
This lottery has been registered with Teignbridge District Council 

New players are always welcome.  For an application form 
please contact Fr. Francis 01364 645526 or 
parish@buckfast.org.uk  
 

 

Marriage Matters:   
Brief scriptural reflections on sacramental marital love 
in the light of the Sunday readings 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Selflessness in giving 
The readings recount God’s continuing faithfulness 
to His people, and their response. Elisha’s story is 
the forerunner to Jesus feeding at least five 
thousand on a few loaves and fishes. Such 
providence reminds us of our faithful God who gives, 
and gives, and then gives again. Do I do this, do we, 
to each other? In His strength, we can. 
 

Highlighting Ordinary Holiness: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Podcast ‘Made for Love.’ 
“We have a good… 15… ish… 10-15 minutes where everyone’s sitting and calm and eating and having conversation… 
when you try to get past that with a three-year-old and a one-year-old, that’s when it gets really difficult.”These words 
resonate with many couples with small children trying to establish the “family table.” Craig Rapp is speaking, as his wife 
Stephanie chuckles in the background in this excerpt from the USCCB’s podcast, Made for Love. 
“Love at the Table,” the episode that the Rapps are on, is episode five, and Bishop Caggiano of Bridgeport and Bishop 
Malone of Buffalo are on the episode as well. In true accompanying style, they are not the “stars.” They are nestled in among 
the other speakers, guiding and relating to their people even if none of them are in the same room. Bishops are on many of 
the podcast episodes (the Mother’s Day episode consists of six bishops sharing stories of their moms) but they are not 
always the focus. Made for Love aims to share the stories of “no-name” Catholics-men and women living out the call to love 
quietly and effectively in their daily lives. 
Catholics are called to this “everyday holiness,” but often it is not clear what that looks like, and it is easy to be both 
surprised and discouraged when one realizes that it looks so ordinary. After all, what Craig and Stephanie Rapp are doing, 
sitting down with their small children every night for dinner, does not seem that hard. It does not look heroic, and many 
hope for a grander call of some sort. Their lives are not frontpage material. But nonetheless, this is the stuff of holiness. It 
is like the hidden life of Christ, and Made for Love shares these stories to remind people to answer this call and to share 
their experiences with others. 
As Christ’s hidden life prepared Jesus for his public ministry and ultimately the Paschal Mystery, small sacrifices like 
cooking dinner every night for the family can prepare a person for a time when he or she is asked to be more obviously 
heroic. “When Love Meets Silence”, the most listened-to episode to date, follows Terri Corcoran’s journey as she confronts 
her husband’s rare genetic disorder, meets and converts to the Catholic Church through the parish priest who comes to 
visit Vince, and says goodbye to her husband who has been silent for years. “I am proof that God is real… or I never ever 
could have done this. Because I am not one of these strong people, I’m timid, I’m… whatever, weak…” Her life shows how 
the call to love can be a call to love heroically. She is an extraordinary witness of faith and love. 
From lighter stories about sharing family dinner and the role of sports in family life to heavier topics like spousal caregiving, 
Made for Love explores the joys and difficulties that come when we answer God’s call to love. This USCCB initiative from 
the Subcommittee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage under the chairmanship of Bishop Conley in Lincoln, 
responds to Pope Francis’s call to avoid idealization or abstraction (see Amoris Laetitia, no. 36) and shares the real 
struggles and triumphs of couples and families. It shows Catholic marriage and family life as it is lived out today-ordinary 
and holy. 
Made for Love is available on iTunes and Soundcloud under USCCBClips and on podbean as Made for Love. 
 “He fills your mouth with laughter and your lips with rejoicing”(Job 8:21)  

A photographer went to a haunted castle determined to get a picture of a ghost which was said to appear only once in a 
hundred years.  When he appeared, the ghost turned out to be friendly and consented to pose for a snapshot.  The happy 
photographer popped a bulb into his camera and took the picture.  Then he dashed to his studio, developed the 
negative…and groaned.  It was underexposed; completely blank.  Moral: The spirit was willing, but the flash was weak. 

http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/
mailto:parish@buckfast.org.uk
https://soundcloud.com/usccbclips/made-for-love-ep-2-love-meets-silence
https://soundcloud.com/usccbclips/made-for-love-ep-11-sports-and-family-life
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/marriage/promotion-and-defense-of-marriage/index.cfm

