
 
  

 

There is a second collection this weekend 
following the Family Fast Day last Friday.  
Please be generous to this worthy cause. 
  

The Abbey Parish Newsletter 
 

7th October, 2018 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time Fr. Francis will say Eucharistic Prayer III Readings p.140 
 Full details of times of Services are posted in the Abbey and the other churches in the parish 

Confessions: Blessed Sacrament Chapel Saturdays 11 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. and by prior arrangement 
Facebook page: search for Buckfast Abbey Parish 

 

 

Liturgical Calendar: 
Monday Feria 
Tuesday Feria 

Wednesday Ss. Paulinus, Laurence, 
Mellitus, Justus & 

Honorius 
Thursday Feria 

Friday St. Wilfrid 
Saturday St. Edward the 

Confessor 
 

Please pray for those whose anniversary occurs at this time: 
 

Julia Leonard; Harold Sydney Sanders; Joseph Horak; Shiela Gilroy; Elizabeth Farrell; 
Edward Lane-Claypon; Norah Bartlett; Grace Ellison; Helen Wilkinson; Isabel 

Dickinson; Michael Wilkinson; Dom Bede Forder; Agnes Lane; Percy Hamilton-Dean; 
Dom Angelo Ruess; Anne Morgan; Mary Small; 

 

May they rest in peace 
“Oremus pro invicem”        

Please pray for those who are sick: 

Geraldine Thompson Pat Hedges 
Mike Ashton Fred Cooke 

Monica Douglas Frank Power 
Eulalia Potter  

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 
included here, please contact Fr. Francis 

Phone line for 
prayer: to request 

prayers in 
confidence call 
01364 72768 

Parish Priest: Fr. Francis Straw;  
01364 645526; parish@buckfast.org.uk 

Parish Quiz Night 
In aid of Syrian refugees in Syria  

The Grange, Buckfast Abbey 
Saturday 20th October 2018 

7.00pm for 7.30 start 
Teams of up to four 

£5.00 per person to include sandwiches 
and crisps 

Grand Raffle 
Tickets are available from Fr. Francis, 
Sue Lethbridge, John Goulden after 
Mass.  Donations for the Raffle on the 
night would be gratefully received. 
 

If anyone would like to attend the last of our Millennium services : St Simon 
and St Jude Mass at 12.05 on Saturday, 27th October, celebrated by the 
Abbot Primate of the Benedictines and attended by Abbots, Abbesses, 
monks and nuns from this country and abroad, please let Lesley Clark know 
lclark@buckfast.org.uk or by letter to the Abbey. 
 

From Canon John Deeny, Vicar General: 
The Diocese is launching Caritas 
Plymouth, a social action charity helping 
the most vulnerable in May 2019. 
A consultation event will be held on the 
structure and priorities of Caritas 
Plymouth on Saturday 1 December from 
10.30 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. at St Boniface 
College, Plymouth. Bishop Mark O’Toole 
will be welcoming inspirational speakers 
from across England and there will plenty 
of opportunity to influence the work of 
Caritas Plymouth. 
Please see your Parish Priest if you would 
like to attend. The event is free and food 
and refreshments are provided. 

Last weekend’s collections  Gift Aided 

Abbey 9 a.m. £58.76 £10.00 
Abbey 10:30 a.m. £283.06 £43.08 

Second £19.70  
Buckfastleigh 5 p.m. Sat £14.00 £30.00 
Ashburton 10:30am £19.19 £21.92 
South Brent 9 a.m. £14.00 £47.80 

   £38.20 
 

Statement from Tradecraft 
We are sorry to share some unpleasant news with you. 
Traidcraft plc’s recent trading has been poor, and despite enormous efforts 
by staff, management, Fair Traders and many fair trade shops over the last 
few years to reverse the company’s performance, we have not yet 
succeeded.  Traidcraft plc’s assets remain considerably greater than its 
liabilities, and while this remains the case the Board of Directors believe it is 
prudent to close our current loss-making trading operations.  Traidcraft plc’s 
mission to put the principles of fair trade into commercial practices is not, in 
any sense, fulfilled, but we appreciate that it is time to consider new 
approaches. 
We are very much aware of the impact that this will have on our producer 
friends.  Over the years we have built up personal and trusting relationships 
with many organisations and we deeply regret that these will be coming to 
an end.  We are communicating with all our partners to see if we can help 
them transfer their business to other organisations. 
Traidcraft plc will continue to trade as usual through the autumn and to the 
end of 2018.  We are proud that our final autumn craft collections is one of 
the best we have produced.  We invite our customers to help us end our 
current trading operations with our best season ever.  We invite any 
stakeholders who wish to contribute to the thinking about our future mission 
to send their thoughts to lovetraidcraft@traidcraft.co.uk  

Due to the Millenium Mass taking place on 27th October, the Mass at 5 p.m. 
on that day at St. Benedict’s, Buckfastleigh, is CANCELLED 

 

Fr. Francis will offer Holy Mass in the 
church in Ashburton this Wednesday 
at 10 a.m. 



 

“He fills your mouth with 
laughter and your lips with 
rejoicing”(Job 8:21)      
 
 

If you live in a house full of 
teenagers, it is not necessary 
to ask for whom the bell tolls.  
It’s not for you. 

News from our Parish School (Courtesy of Mitzi)     
http://www.st-marysrc.devon.sch.uk/  

This week the children went on a couple of trips – Meldon, our 
littlest children, went on the “Brother Bear” trip around the Abbey 
and Fernworthy, our nearly biggest children, went to Kents 
Cavern. Both are popular trips that the school has arranged in 
previous years as they are very good experiences to support the 
children’s learning. 

The Brother Bear tour is led by the 
Abbey Education Department who take 
the children around the Abbey finding 
out about a monk’s life, for example, 
finding out how the monks choose their 
name, how they spend their day, what 
promises they make and how they live 
their lives. Each child is lucky enough to 
be given their own monk bear to take on 
the tour and they become much 
treasured items to take home. The eyes 
of many of the older children, who have 
done the tour in the past, lit up at the 
sight of the bears when the Meldonites 
returned and they were quick to say that 

they still had their bears at home. I asked one of the children if 
they had given their bear a name to which he replied “Fudge” so 
there must be a part of the tour which explains that Fr Francis 
makes the fudge at the Abbey and he just got confused with the 
names! 
Meanwhile, Fernworthy went to Kents Cavern as part of their 
learning about the Stone Age. Mrs Kerswell reported that the tour 
guides there are very knowledgeable and really do bring the 
Stone Age to life as they show the children evidence of humans 
and animals living in the caves over half a million years ago! I 
think there is a bit of a scary moment when they turn all the lights 
out – just briefly – but the resulting squeals and shrieks must echo 
around for a while longer after that! 
Other “curriculum enhancements” on the horizon are a visit to the 
school by a “Space Dome” for Burrator who are learning about 
space and Venford who will be spending a day learning about 
recycling and composting as part of their food topic. They have 
already been discussing packaging and how much of it is actually 
unnecessary so they will be ready to learn more.  
 

Marriage Matters:  Brief scriptural reflections on 
sacramental marital love in the light of the Sunday 
readings.   Two in one flesh 
God said: “It is not good that the man should be 
alone.” Do I value my husband, my wife? Do I really 
know you, my beloved and lifelong companion? When 
was the last time we were intimate or celebrated our 
sexuality; the essence of our being two in one flesh? 
How much of a priority are you in my life? 
  

Catholic Singles is an 
organisation which helps 
single Catholics of all ages 
(over 18 years) meet other 
single Catholics, either one 
to one or through social 
events. Information at: 
 www.catholicsingles.org.uk  
or tel. 0161 941 3498 

Care for our Common Home   
A reflection on Laudato Si by David McLoughlin 
(former lecturer at Oscott and Newman), followed by 
a brief prayer service. 
Sat, 3rd Nov 2.30-4.30pm at St Joseph’s Church 
Hall, Newton Abbot TQ12 2ET. Free entry and 
tea/coffee. Further details from Peter Farrell, local 
organiser for ACTA, “promoting dialogue in the 
church”, tel 01626 369478. e 
mail:petane@outlook.com  

 

On day two of the Synod of Bishops, the tone inside 
the hall shifted from a mea culpa for Church failures 
to the need to reach out to young people at risk due 
to poverty, war, drugs and violence, with an 
emphasis that they are not just problems to solve but 
protagonists in the Church. The roughly 25 prelates 
and young people who spoke stressed the need to 
“speak the language” of young people, but with the 
reality of where they come from in mind. For many 
cultures, this context includes serious poverty, war, 
unemployment and a lack of education. 
Daniel Bashir, a young man attending the synod as a 
delegate for Pakistan, said the message he 
particularly wants to bring is the need for young 
people to be united to the Church, “because as youth, 
we need pastoral activities.” 
“There is a gap between the youth and the hierarchy, 
but this is the first time the pope gave a chance to the 
youth,” Bashir said in comments to Crux. The 
bishops, he said, “are not talking about the youth, 
they are talking with the youth, so that is very 
important.” 
Bashir, who plans to enter the seminary after 
returning to Pakistan, said that during his four-minute 
speech, he wants to talk about evangelization and 
how to create a community that evangelizes, which is 
something on which he, as a priest, hopes to take the 
lead. 
“I want to be a priest, I want to be a priest for my 
youth, I want to be a priest for my generation, I want 
to be a priest for my Church, I want to serve with 
passion, with power and with devotion,” he said. 

Among the topics covered on day two was the need to assist not just migrants but their children, who as second-
generation citizens also often struggle with integration. Missionary activity, and the importance of music and sports, were 
also highlighted. The issue of sex and chastity before marriage also came up, with some voicing concern that Church 
teaching risks either having couples tie the knot before they are mature enough to make a lifelong commitment leading 
to divorce, or that it makes young people leave the Church, preferring something more convenient. 
Though the sexual abuse crisis and pleas for forgiveness were not the main thrust of day two, they did come up. 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher of Sydney’s brief speech was met with an emotional round of applause for a litany of apologies 
he read aloud to young people and brother bishops. “We’re determined to be better in the future, and I hope that other 
countries will be able to learn from experiences like our own,” he said. 
Manuel Ochogavía Barahona, Bishop Colón-Kuna Yala, Panama, said the topic of youth is something that he is 
passionate about, and he believes the synod is “opening a door to everyone to dialogue (and) to reflect” on what young 
people need. 
Apart from the challenges, “we are all living in this synod with joy” and in an environment of “openness, dialogue and 
encounter. Young people must grow up in an environment where they are allowed to be free and to develop,” he said, 
adding, “we have a lot of work to do.” 


